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UNSUB SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, LOWA. PURCHAS 


CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE OF INFORMATION ADVISED ROCK ISLAND, ILL. RA THIRD 
INSTANT UNKNOWN GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS FROM ST. PAUL, MINN. WILL PURCHASE 
| {OUP | | 


SLOT MACHINES FROM DAVENPORT, LOWA PRIVATE CLUBS DASH VETERANS DASH 


ELKS, ET AL WHICH WERE RECENTLY BANNED FROM PREMISES BY IOWA Pe 
STATUTE, UNSUBS PAYING FIFTY DOLLARS PER MACHINE. WILL TRANSPORT 

+ res 
APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED MACHINES FROM DAVENPORT, IOWA BY TRUCK 


a 


TO ST. PAUL, MINN. SOMETIME NIGHT OF FIFTH INSTANT. TRUCK PROBABLE > Y 


WILL BEARR MINN. LICENSE PLATE, NO. UNKNOWN, ST. PAUL GROUP BELIEVED 
TO HAVE MANUFACTURED GAMBLING DEVICES AT ONE TIME AND TO HAVE RENTED 
STORAGE SPACE RECENTLY IN UNKNOWN ST. PAUL WAREHOUSE. ; 
DES MOINES, IOWA RACKETEER, ASSOCIATE OF GROUP ALTHOUGH BELIEVED wILlS 
NOT TAKE ACTIVE PART IN INSTANT MOVEMENT. OMAHA AND MINNEAPOLIS 
DIVISIONS conTAcT| _]AND HANDLE, SPRINGFIELD WILL KEEP CONTACT brn 


WITH SOURCE OF. INFORMATION, AND ANY ADDITIONAL INFO. RECEIVED WILL 


BE FORWARDED IMMEDIATELY. OMAHA a aa nga! 
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J 3=Lhe SL 

| TITLE UNKNOWN SUBJE ICTS; Slot Machines “Private Clubs} CHARACTER OF CASF. 
Davenport, Iowa. Purchase and Interstate INTERSTATS TRANSPORTATION OF 
Transportation ¢ to st. Paul, Winnesota. GAMBLING DEVICES 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, telephone WA. 5209, is employed at 

. °- > Mayflower Distributing Company and Paswver Pistribubing Company , 
2215 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. HERMAN PASTER, 
FBI 732906, is President and ALLEN [SADORE ‘NILVA is Vice- 
President of Paster Distributing Company. 

Paster Distributing Company are distributors of 

“durlitzer phonographs and coin operated machines. Surveillance 
maintained on L——] on March hh and 5, 1951, at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and St. Paul, Minnesota, but he did not leave the 


r] 
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DETAILS: This is a joint report of Special Arer . 
and the writer. 
BACKGROUND DATA 
he 19l9 st. Paul city Directory lists [1] 
A as being [L__] fo the M ay PLOW Distri ‘Ebuting 

‘Company and as residing A 

The same city directory lists the following individuals 

named NILVA: 

. | mG & Af ABRAHAM (TILLTIE ATLA, presser, Harris Manu- = | 
an a Apt facturing Comnany, residence 686 Dayton Avenue 
‘ \! s 4 “> . 
\ 
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ALLEN Aetiva, lawyer, 302 Minnesota Building, 
residence 1830 Hillcrest Avenue 


Lovistariva, tailor, 283 Carroll Avenue, residence 
same! © 


The 1949 St. Paul City Directory lists the Paster Distributing Company, 
phonographs, as being located at 2213 University Avenue, and the directory 
lists the following officers: 


HORNUYPASTER, President 
, ALLEN T. NILVA, Vice-President | 
WALTER D AsOHNSON, Secretary-Treasurer. 


The same dircetory lists the Mayflower Distributing Company, 2213 University 
avenue and lists the following officers: | 


HERMAN PASTER, President 
‘ ALLEN I. NSLVA, Vice-President 
VALTER D. JOHNSON, Secretary~Treasurer. 


The current Miuneapolis Telephone Directory lists b6 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, as having telephone b/c 


The January, 1951, St. Paul Street Address Telephone Directory reflects 
that at 2210 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, there are located the 
following concerns, all of whom have telephone number NE. 7901: 


Mayflower Distributing Company 
Ajax Refrigeration Company 
Holly Sales Company 

Paster Distributing Company 
Progress Finance Company. 


The 19h9 St. Paul City Directory fails to list the Ajax Refrigeration Company. 


The 1949 St. Paul City Directory lists the Holly Sales Company, (Mayflower 
Distributing Company) coin machines, 2218 University venue. 


The 199 St, Paul City Directory lists the Prosress Finance Company, coin 
machines, 2216 University Avenue, and the following officers are listed: 


ALLEN I. NILVA, President 

BERTRAMACEISUP, Vice-President 
_  MANLEY ‘HOFRISCH, Secretary 

WALTE RABOENSON, Treasurer. 
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The "St. Paul Despatch", St. Paul, Minnesota, newspaper for February 27, 
196, referred to a Navy flier being executed by the Japanese in 1944. The 
flier was named JAKE H. NILVA, 1830 Hillcrest Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
manager of Utility Finance Company. The article revealed that he was the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. LOUIS NILVA, 283 Carroll Avenue. 


The 1949 St. Paul City Directory fails to list the Utility Finance Company. 


The "St. Paul Pioneer Press", St. Paul, Minnesota, newspaper for June 3, 
1918, made reference to funcral services being held for JAKE HENRY NILVA, 
President of Utility Finance Company, and the article listed the following 
‘relatives: 


Mother and Father Mr. and Mrs. LOUIS NILVA 
Brothers ALLEN of St. Paul, Minnesota 
7 SAMUEL of Des Moines, Iola 
Sisters Mrs, MANLEY FRISCH, St. Paul, 

Minnesota 
irs. CSLIA PASTER, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 


The 1949 St. Paul City Directory lists HERMAN (CELIA) PASTER as being 
President of Paster Distributing Company and as residing at 1752 Pinehurst 
AVeNUC « 


The June, 1950, Telephone Directory lists HERMAN PASTER as residing at 
1750 Pinehurst Avenue, telephone EM. 6900, . 


The 199 St. Paul City Directory lists MANLEY H. (BESSIE) FRISCH as being a 
lawyer at 302-0) Minnesota Building, 6 East Fourth, telephone CE. 7331, and 
as residing at 1830 Hillcrest Avenue, telephone DE. 5013. 


In December, 1949, HERMAN PASTER and ALLEN! I. MILVA were interviewed, at which 
time they identified themselves as being President and Vice-President 
respectively of both the Paster Distributing Company and the Mayflower 
Distributing Company, distributors of Wurlitzer phonographs and coin operated 
machinese PASTER, at that time, advised that he started in this business in 
1936, and he furnished information concerning his selling equinment for at 


jeast ten or twelve years to of Towa. <At that time, ALLEN 

WILVA advised that and that[______] was 7 
formorly[ ___ot the Paster Distributing Company branch office at Des BIC | 
Moines, lowa, which office has been closed. | 


When PASTSR and NILVA were interviewed; ALLE! NILVA advised that(_] 
was then confined to the Miller Hospital, St. Paul, iiinnesota, where he had 
undergone an operation. At that time, ALL&N NILVA also advised that SAM 
TARAN, with aliases, no longer has any connection with or interest in elther 
the Mayflower or the Paster Distributing Companics. 


| e 


At the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, liinnesota, Specia 
advised that they had no record for ALLEN or 


® 


and accordingly no photograph could be obtained. 


MINNESOTA DRIVERS LICENSE DIVISION DATA 


Ao the Minnesota Drivers License Division, 1279 University Avenue, St.. Paul, 
examined the driver's license applica- 
ions for all individuals named NILVA, and the following information was 


Monnesota, Special Agent 


obtained: 


Address 


Age | 
Date of Birth 
Sex 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

byes 

HaLr 
Occupation 


Driver's License 
Date of Issue 
Conduct Report 


Address 


Age 

Date of Birth 
Sex 

Race 

Height 

Wel g ht 

Eyes 

Hair 
Occupation 
Driverts License 
Date of Issue 
Conduct Reports 


ABRAHAM NILVA 


686 Dayton Avenue, 

St. raul, Minnesota 

58 

April 20, 1892 

Male 

White 

Pi araL 

185 

Blue 

Brown 

Be W. Harris Company, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Al 1966 

July 17, 19h7 

May 7, 194.8, careless driving, 
St. Faul Municipal Court 


#NiL2h5 


Vy. 
ALLEN TSADO Rar LVA 


1830 Hillcrest | 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


39 

September 1h, 1911 

Male 

White 

Siyy 

160 

Blue 

Auburn 

Lawyer 

O 35838 

December 20, 199 (renewal) 
11-29-.7 Accident #7385l-62 
3~ 8-8 Accident #809213-62 
1-13-50 Accident #0-357l-62 
9~29-50 Accident j##0-38507~62 


1 agent 
J nriva, 


Occupation 


Driver's License 
Date ‘of Issue 
Conduct Reports 


Action of Board 


JAcodress 


AGC 

Date of Birth 
Sex 

Race 

Height 

WeLght 

Hair 

yes 
Occupation 
Driver's License 
Date of Issue 
Conduct Report 


Address 


AEC 

Date of Birtl 
5ex 

Race 

Height 

Woight 

yes 


JAKE HONRERATLV 
( 


233 Carroll Avenue 
ot. saul, iSinnesota 
38 

sugust 17, 1912 
Male 

ahite 

or7u 

18 

Black 

Grey 

pecretary 

5-21,650 

February 1h, 193h 
December 3, 1939, 
Speeding, warned 


W 19352 


-b= 


b6 
b7C 
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Hair 

Occupation 
Driver's License 
Date of Issue 


Address 


nN PO 

Date of Birth 
Sex 

Race 

Height 
Weight 

ryes 

Hair 
Occupation 


Driver's License 

Date of Issue © 

-Conduct Reports be 
b7C 


Special Agents[ sand Ld maintained a surveillance 


during the late afternoon and evening of Sunday, March hh, 1951, at 


residence Minneapolis, linnesota. 
A man wearing a red bathrove was observed in the house, and no one enbored or 
left the residence. <A passenger car was observed in the driveway which was 
completely covered with snow, and agents observed in front of the house a 
me blue-grey colored Chevrolet panel truck which bore 1951 Minnesota license 
95-328. 


Records at the Motor Vehicle Division, State Capitol, St. raul, Minnesota, — 
reflect the above truck is registered to the Mayflower Distributing Company, 
2218 University Avenue, St. raul, Minnesota, serial 21 HJC 95h). 


Special Agents. and[ maintained a 
surveillance in the Great Northern Railway Company Depot in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, on all Burlington trains leaving between 8:30 p.m. and 10:45 p.m. 


Mpls. 71-161 


March , 1951, and between 7:15 asm. and 8:10 a.m. March 5, 1951, but 
no one answering[ sd description was observed. 


On the early morning of March 5, 1951, Special Agents 
and resumed their surveillance on the residence 


inne apolis, Minnesota, and at 
about o:20 a.m, March 5, 1951, a man answering the description of 

[ss ileft the above residenec in the above described Chevrolet truck. He 
first did some shopping at the grocery store and then drove directly to 

2218 Unive rity Avenue, St. raul, Minnesota, where the Mayflower Distributing 
Company and the vaster Distributing Company are located. L__parked the 
truck in the rear of this building. 


and 
maintained a surveillance on this building, and it was b6 
observed that apparently remained in the building until about b7C 
2:35 peme, Larch 5, 1951, when he left in the truck and drove around the 
block and returned to the building. Special Agents[- and 

also assisted in the surveillance. 


Special Agents and Ld mas intained_a surveillance 


at the Union Depot in ot. vaul, Minnesota, and failed to observe 
departing on the 1:30 p.m. Burlington Zephyr for Savanna, Illinois. 


Special Agents[___and[ maintained a surveillance 
at_the Great Northern Depot, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and failed to observe 
departing on the p.m. Zephyr for Savanna, Illinois. 


Special fgents—_C—C—CCC ang | _observed that 
Cie the premises at 2218 University ivenue, St. aul, Minnesota, 
about 


25 Demme, March 5, 1951. He left in the same panel truck mentioned 
neretofore and drove west on University venue toward Minneapolis in the 
direction of his home. 


Special agents 


Inasmuch as[_ shad given indication of becoming surveillance 
conscious and inasmuch as he apparently was returning to his home in the 
panel truck, the surveillance was discontinued on the late afternoon of 
March 5, 1951, 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Confidential informant[ _] of known roliability, advised Special agent | 
that only one long distance phone call was made on Mareh 5, ~ 
1951, from in St. raul, tHnnesotea, to anywhere in the state of OIC 
Towa and that was a call made to Davenport, Iowa, number[ DID 


[ 2150 advised _ agent on March 14, 1951, that at 11:07 a.m, March 
>» 1951, at Davennort, Iowa, number unknown, made a collect 


-3~ 


eo e 
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[_|further advised that at 3:31 pem, March 5, 1951, a call was made from 
WTAe 5209 to DA. 3607 in St. Yvaul, Minnesota. 


t 


_. 7 b2 
The June, 1950, St. raul Telephone “Jirectory lists L. NILVA and J. H. NILVA bE 
as both residing at 283 Carroll jvenue, St. Vaul, Minnesota, and both have bIC 
the samc telephone DA. 3607. b7D 


Confidential informant[ also advised Special Agent that 
a call was also made from WA. 5209 in Minncapolis to DA. 3607 in St. raul 
on January 25, 1951. 


GA. 4811 was called on February 1, 1951. This phone is listed to the 
Pittsburg Plate Glass Company, 59 Jackson Street, St. Yaul, Minnesota. 
[in St. Paul, Minnesota, was called on February lL, 1951. That number 
is listed to St. raul, Minnesota. 
The 1949 St. tavul City Directory lists as being a 
for the raster Distributing Company and as living at 
St. saul, Minnesota. 


C=. 6611 in St. Paul, Minnesota, was called on February 25, 1951, from 
WA. 5209. This numbcr is listed to the Lowry Hotel, 339 Wabasha Street, b6 
St. raul, Minnesota. bIC 


IDENTIFICATION DATA 


Identification Division, andf Division of Records, 
both St. ~aul rolice Department, advised they had no record for anyone named 


NA, Identification Division, Minneapolis Police Department, 
had no record for[ sd but did have a record containing the following 
data: . 


Name 
Address 


Age 

Height 

Weignt 

Eyes 

Hair 
Complexion 
Build 

Marital Status 
Occupation 
Education 


® 
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Parents! tativity 
Relatives : 


Minneapolis PD Number 
Fingerprint 
Classification 
Criminal Record 


The record revealed that he was arrested at the St. Paul County Jail by 
Deputy Sheriff[ The same record also contained the following 
notation: 


n" Arrested byL_—d a +3+28, 11:15 a.m, 
released 11-5~28, 2:30 p.m." 


The Bureau furnished the following identification record, FBr] 
dated February 7, 1951: 


CONTRIBUTOR OF | ARRESTED OR 

FT NGSRPRINTS NAMB AND NUMBER RECEIVED 

OCD Wash DC . applicant 
1-2h-h1 

CAA Wash DO applicant 
Ps 
1-30-l2 

508 Army laborer 
h-27 2 

Army 5-12-l2 , 
Mpls., 
Minn. 

PD ‘Vilmington Del Jr. tool 
room clerk 
6=-5=h2 

Description: 
Color: 

pex? 

Height: 
Weight: 
Hairs 


~10~ 


Eves? 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Sears and marks: b6 
b7C 


Birth: 

Citizenship: 

Address: in 19h2 - 
The Bureau has furnished the Chicago, Minneanolis, Omaha, and Svringfield 
offices with the complete identification records including ohotographs of 
the following: 

WaRMAH PASTER, FBI 732906 

SAMUEL H. TARAN, FBI 196876 


PENDING 


-Ll- 
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ADMINTST RAPIVE 


Minneapolis file 33-35 A, which is the general crime survey of the Minneapolis 
office, contains the two St. Paul newsnaper items regarding the death of 

The same file, 33-35 A, which contains the general crime surveys of the 
Minneapolis office, makes numcrous references to the following individuals 


and concerns: 


HERMAN PASTER 


PAMUBLASEARAN 
syablayfldwer Distributing Company 
yePaster Distributing Company. 


Minneapolis file 62=14h1 entitled L____] contains various reports regarding 
investigation of HERMAN PASTER, SAMUEL TARAN, Mayflower Distributing Company, 
and Paster Distributing Company. That file contains a report of Special 
Agent St. Paul, dated December 18, 1946, wherein reference 
is made to SAMUEL TARAN being an uncle of JACK H. NILVA. That report also 
makes reference to TARAN moving to Florida. 


Minneapolis file 93-578 entitled Ascertaining Financial 
Ability" reflects that Omaha is origin, Omaha file 93-110, and that file 
contains the results of an interview in December, 1949, with HERMAN PASTER 6 
and ALLEN I. NILVA. That file makes reference to activities of the Paster P/C 
Distributing Company and the Mayflower Distributing Company. 


Minneapolis file 71-132 contains a letter from Omaha to Minneapolis dated ~ 
Pcbruary 20, 1950, entitled "HERMAN PASTER, Crime Survey, Des Moines, Iowa," 
‘Omaha file 94-119R) that makes reference to ALLEN NELVA appearing at the 
office of the Chief of Police in Des Moines, Iowa, and protesting a state- 
ment that "MILLER made in the Des Moines Tribune stating that Paster was 
a distributor andoperators of pinball and slot machines." At that time 
NELVA stated that they were not operators but were distributors, and they 
did not distribute slot machines in any states except where they were legal. 
The letter also makes reference to a corporation being formed in Iowa with 
ALLEN NILVA, et al. 


Minneapolis file 71-132 is entitled SAM TAREAN, was; HERMAN PASTER, was; 
of which *(lwaukee is origin. ; 


HERMAN PASTER, SAMUEL pean, Mayflower Distributing Company, and 
Paster Distributing Company are likewise referred to in other reports 
and references on file in the Minneapolis office. 


Minneapolis memo to Bureau and Omaha dated March 8, 1951, and memo dated 
March 13, 1951, contain a list of phone calls made *from[ | for the 


_~«=l?~ 


® S 
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D6 


period ef = 1951, to March 5, 1951, and also a list of toll calls 
bTC 


made from for the period February 6, 1951, to March 5, 1951. 


~13— 


Mpls e 71-161 


BADS 


At the DuPont Company, review their file for all background data on 
number f=), who was fingerprinted as a 

June 5,-1942. Also obtain a photograph. Furnish copies of the report, including 

‘photographs, to Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, and Springfield. 


THE OMAHA OFFICE 
At Omaha, Nebraska 


Will peruse the information appearing in this report as well as in the 
referenced teletypes and letters to determine what further investigation, 
if any, should be conducted. 


THE SPRINGSTELD OFPIC# 
At Springficid, Lllinois 


Will report any acditional information which may be received concerning 

instant case. 

THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE pe 
At Washington, D.C. | 


As noted herein,[_ sd was fingerprinted by the OCD and the 


CAA in Washington, D.C. Review their records for all background data and 
obtain photographs. Also furnish copies of the report to the Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Omaha, and Springfield offices. 


THE ST. LOUIS OFFICE 
At St. Louis, Missouri 


Review the Army file for~ sd, and obtain all 
background data including photograph if available. Designate copies for 
Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, and Springfield offices. 


THE MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE 
At HMinneanolis, Minnesota 


Report any additional information which may be reccived in connection with 
instant investigation. 


INFORMATION: The Chicago office is being furnished a copy of this report 


for information purposes inasmuch asl sii: known 
to frequent Savanna, Illinois, while enroute to Jowa. 


Lh 
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INFORMANTS 


Confidential informant 
whose identity 
must be kept in confidence. 


3 
of 
al 


REFERENCE: Springfield teletyne to Bureau, Omaha, and Minneapolis dated 
March 3, 1951. | | 
Omaha teletypes to Bureau, Minneapolis, and Springfield dated 
March hb, 8, 10, and 15, 1951, 
Minneapolis teletypc to Bureau, Springfield,-and Omaha dated 
March hy 1951. 
Bureau teletype to Minneapolis and Omaha dated March 5, 1951. 
Minneapolis teletype to Bureau and Omaha dated March 5, 1951 


Minneapolis memos to Bureau and Omaha dated March 8 and 13, 1951. 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 { ae 
7 > : r ; 2 
fice M . 


DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: March 28, 1951 


S 


SUBJECT: 


a, 


SAC, OMAHA 


ivate Clubs, Davenport, Iowa 
ITGD 


Reference Omaha teletype dated March 27, 1951. 


The confidential source referred to in the referenced telet pe 
is 
is generally considered ‘as 
reliable by personnel of the County Attorney's Office and members 
of the Police Department at Davenport. 


1 will expire on April 2, 1951 and he is to be replaced 
| » No contact has yet 
been made wit however, on the basis of information 
presently available, it is believed he will prove cooperative, and 
that appropriate coverage can be arranged with him. 


~~ 
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FEDH@. BUREAU:OF INVESNGATION 


‘orm No. 1 
"HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA . FILE NO. vi 1 ~1 32 


REPORT MADE BY 


Po) RK 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


REPORT MADE AT i DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 
MADE 


BALTIMORE y-7-51 3/295 3034/2/5 


TITLE PN 

JNKNOWN SUBJECTS: Slot Machines, Hrivate 
Slubs, Davenport,. Iowa. Purchase and Inter 
state Transportation to St. Paul, Minnesot 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Employment file for[ __ 
who was employed at Gopher Ordnance Works, St. 


Paul, Minnesota, reviewed at Es Ie DuPont de - 
Nemours and Company, Inc., Wilmington, Delaware. - 
Background data set out. No photograph available. 


RUC 


b6 
DETAILS: _ ) bIC 
AT WILMINGTON, DELAWARE : 


Clerk, Service Department, E. I. DuPont de | 
Nemours and Company, Ince, 1017 Tatnal Street, made available the 
employment record concerning to the 
reporting agente A review of this record reflected the following 


informations: 


. made aoplication for employment at the || 
Gopher Ordnance Works, St? Paul, Minnesota on June 5, 1942. ‘The 
Gopher Ordnance Works was operated for the government during the war 
by the DuPont Company and has since been discontinued. In filling 
out this application[ __]gave the following information: 


Local Address 


Permanent Address 
Birth date 
Birth Place 
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| :. Race: a oo 
0 “goedar- Security #o> 
we Status 9.8.) “ee a at 
ety Family data . a 
nr a Father ~ | 

- “Mother. 
oe Sisters. 
. Brothers. ° 


EDUCATION AND. ‘TRAININGS. ce we 


(os  atbended McKinley’ School; i92h- 1932). Carroll Avenue and — 
eee ne Mackubin Streets... — ce 2 (eI 


“Attended Méchanics Arts’ ‘High School, 1933+ 1930, Central | 
fe sand Robert | Streets. . | 
Attended University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, - | 
3 1937-19L,0. Ma jored., in Business and Griminologys did). | 
not graduate. ae eo | | 


*. . 
, 


TL speates Spanish ahd Jewish, and peada and writes Spanish. 


uw 
vie 


PAST EMPLOYMENT RECORD: oe Sears - ak a 


_ ne Foley Brothérs, New Bri hnton Minnesota, from May. ‘I,’ 192 1 60. 
Fane. ey 19423 Employed 7) ae es superior? LJ 
Mayflower’ Nov; Go., 2218 University’ Avenue, Ste : he Minnesota 


in tne. sume oF 2938" to >. February of (1Ne “Employed: as an 


a “United Constriiction. Company, 1603 University Avenue, Ste Paul; 
“Marinesotay. ‘during ‘the. Sumner and Fall of AOL aS ‘ a 
- . — stated he. has ‘worked two. ‘years as| : — land 
_ | “for Mayflower Nov. Co., Ubility Finance Company 5 
Midwest Soundies, Incorporated, 2218 | University Avenue, St. Paul | 
ir rt co ees Oe 


—_ 


BA TL132 a 

 RBWERENORS: oe Be a ; 
Do ‘CHARLES. TIERNEY,,- assistant Chief of Police, Ste Paul, volte 

~ Departinenty Sty” Paul, Minnesota. ‘10 years” acquaintanceship. nO 


- | MILTON. ROSEN, city, Council. St. Paul Court. House, St. Pauly 
Minnesota. 15 years, acquaintanceship.:. : . Q 


7 : JOSEPH BRODY,. “Atgorney, 302 Winnesota BusLaing,, Ste Paul 
- Minnesota, 15 years. acquaintanceshin. | = CS 


| ls JAMES FP . TYNCH, County. ‘Attorney, oity” ‘Court House, ae Be 
_ Pauly,’ ‘Minnesota, . 15 years” acquaintanceship. ee, CoS 


“ "eA. . 
ne ae 


© MiSomELaNgous: * 


. a. 


a intend, that he naa talen - two: years training an 

: R. 0. T. C, at the University of Minnesota from 1937 to 1939... 

*. completed training at a basic camp'‘coursée at Fort Snelling juring 
the Sunmer of 1940. [enlisted in the United States Navy Officers 
Training Course in. October of 19:0, and served ie USS ARKANSAS, 
receiving an honorable Medical Discharge in 190. Me ce 


a — JAKE ‘HENRY. NILVA was. in the: Navy and: took his training at. 
“Texds, A & : M University. a _ Bd oo 


7 On his svenicatioi[——Juade’ the following statenént: 


| my ny worked ‘at the Mayflower Nov. Co, and the | Miawest Soundies 

who! were.affiliated with one: another in’ the capacity of 

= ‘and.also-aided-in. the 

: | This work. was usually - 

interrupted during the Fall*of the year so that I could: -pesume studies 
at the University. of Minnesota, I iam. familiar with: the: working and 
organizing of parts. and’ supply departments... The. address of this. 
company was ‘and still is 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

of worked in the. office under the supervision of. who. 4.) 
is still employed . for the. company and. who can vouch for my abilities. | | 


"Except for the. periods that T was at school. and during the |. 
‘time | T-. Was. in the Armed:Forces of the United States, my employment 

Was stéady and. satisfactory, I am a holder of an ‘honorable Medical 

. Discharge for minor physical defects -from.the United States Navy, and: - 
at the present time Iam 4: with the Civil Air | 
Patrol, Office. of Civilian. De: Ensee - 
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po Was. 3. employed ‘on June °8, 1942 as a | - 
His employment terminated on.October 26, L942, when’ he; Left for. 6 
military service.  _ , a me 2, oe * b7c 


4 “4 


advised ‘that’ no photograph. of | 
was available, as > apparently no picture had been ta ene 
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. ae \ INTERSTATE TRANSPORT..PION OF | 


| Po wes.yf GAMBLING DEVICES , 
* ee PB USNOWN SUBUED TS 


* | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:: 


On March 3 Lh 
that 


where repor@ to have been meking ae 
arrangements for slot machines in the Davenport, Ioway are = 


it axynmarently being the intention of [| _]to transnorts or CI a 
to have same transported to the state of Minnesota oh the- fof 
evening of 3/5/51,° Early on that evening, informant advise’ 

that had cancelled his plans for the transporta tient of 
said machines because of an occurrence during that same day 

at Minneapolis or St. Paul, Minnesota, the nature of whch wes 
unknown to informant, and any further dealings upon the part 

! ; of [jin connection with such slot machines would he 
probebly be indefinitely postponed. Informetion concerning the 
os activities and contacts of L___JandL______]set forth to- 
gether with available information concerning a recent : shipment 
of twenty eight slot machines purchased by[____]froia the 
Devensort American Legion Post and transported to an unkvcwn | 
destination on March 1 or 2, 1951, from the VOSS Erothers ia 


and 5 


1951, a confidential informant advised! / 
“ei 


oes . Si bats Transfer Company warehouse, "Rock Island, Tliinois, where b7c 
ab at | machines were stored until that time. 
4 Q 
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OM 71.206 
AT DAVENPORT, IOWA: 


Confidential Informant[ of known reliability, advised wren contacted 
thet he had rumors to the effect that unidentified individuals from St, Paul, 
Minnesots, had been in Davenport, Iowa, on Marchlstand end, 1951, buying up 

or attempting to buy up, slot machines from private clubs, presumably for the 
purpose of transporting same to either St. Paul or Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
This informant advised that his only information in point had come from an- 
other indivicual, hereinafter indicated «s Confidential Intormant 

and in the opinion of Informant L_] thet individuel coulda be discreetly 
contacted for whatever factual information he might be in position to 

furnish, 


Also on Merch 3, 1951, Confidential Informant 
but who 
which time he furnished the following information, 


was contacted at 


~(L_]said that he had heard from an individual, who is in his opinion entirely 


reliable, but whose identity he was not ot liberty to furnish, that an 
unidentified man from St. Paul, Minnesota, had been in Davenport on March lst 
and end, 1951, and hed contacted numerous private clubs in an effort to buy 
up slot machines at bargain prices, presumably for transportstion te St. 
Paul, Hinnesots, The informant had heard that one with 
alias [. 4 of LeCleire, Iowa, known previously to have been 4 
decler in slot machines, was apperently acting as a local contact men for the 
unidentified min from St. Paul, Minnesota, in connection with making contacts 
sriong the membership of the various private clubs in Davenport for the above 
purposes, Informant at thet time cdvised that he hed no informetion 2s to 
whether or not any michines had actually been purchased and transported out 
side the state of Iowa by or anyone seting for or with then, 
but thet he woulé recontact his source of.information later in the arternoon 
and attempt to obtain further details 


The informant further advised thst he would be very glad to cooperate fully 
with the Rureau in instant matter and would not disclose to anyone the fact 
thet he hed heen contacted in connection with instant matter or thet he was 
aware of any interest upon the pert of the Bureau in this case, 


On the evening of Merch 3, 1951, Confidential Informant as otected 


Gr 
the re solng agent and advised that he hed some additionsl fact: ] “nformation 
in Goi. 21.00 with instant mitter, having obtained seme dca o.7 otcove mentioned 


HOUPCS. 


Tho in. «*.cion supplied by this informant on that o3 0: sn 1c an follows: 


~ 2. 


or unknown reliability 


b2 
b6 
b7c 
b7D 


¢: 


seeProgress Finance Company, the 
“ extensive interesta at St. 


OM 71~206 

The individuel from St. Paul, Mimesota, previously referred to_by himins 
boon identified ty him'as beingl ___} uj aliases, LD __] 
and who is e representative of the¥Paster Distributing Company 


of St. Paul, Minnesota. hod been preserf ‘in Davenport, lowa, on 
Meveh Ist and 2nd, 1951, and had, with the assistance of L_~~ 
allegedly contacted numerous private clubs, key clubs, bars, and other 
presumed owners of slot machines and mde arrengements for the purchase of 
an undetermined quantity of machines. Informant further advised that 

was known to his source to heve been cashing numerous large checks 
on the night of March 1, 19et 3 in Davenport, Iowa, allegedly totaling 
somewhere between $1, 700 # £2,100, the funds to be used as payments for 
slot machines pre sumably nurehe tod by [Jon those dates. 


[was known to have made a statement to the effect that he preferred 

to pay for the machines in cash rather than by check, The checks cashed by 
Sh crs reportedly drawn on an unknown account at the First Nationel 

Bank of St. Paul, St. Paul, Minnesota. Informant further advised thet his 
source is of the impression thet L_] wil notvhandle less than seventy 
mechines per shipment and thet he presumably has made arrangements for the 
purchase of that mumber in the Davenport area a [| hed returned to 
Minnezpolis or St. Paul, Minnesote, on March 2, 1951, indicating his intention 
to return to Devenport, Iow:, on March 5, 1951, to make shipping arrangements 
for the slot machines either purchased, or for which he had meds arrangements 


to purchase, in the Davenport area on March 1] and 2, 1951. b2 
bé 
Informent further advised thet his source had indicated that the present bIC 
loention of the slot machines allegedly purchesd, or for which purchase brD 
arrangements hed been made by was unknown and no information could be 


discreetly developed on that point. . Informant was also unable to ascertain 
the identity of any clubs or persons selling machines to[L____Jor heving 
mede arrangements to sell same to hin, 


Confidential Informant Cnaha| _|further advised that the esbove mentioned 
Slot machines were believed to have come from various sources in cast central 
Towe, and Rock Isiand County, Tllinois. | 


Informant also stated that heghad been told by his source of information that 
represents the He rmanyrester Distributing Compeny of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
which is an old esteblishe# concern and which handles juke boxes ond e wide 
variety of coin operated devices end novel, ies, also thet the interests which 
own that company elso own or confrol t << leyflower.Distributing..Company, the 
rst Finance Company, and probably other 
ul, Minnesotz,. According to Informant's source, 
he advised thet L___] was apparently acting as a representative of the Herman 
Paster interests in attempting to aequire machines in the Davenport area and 
thet wes paying not to exceed fifty dollars for slot machines regard- 
less of their value or excellence of condition, 


‘ 


~3- 


OM 71-206 


Informant continued thet it is a apparently[__] intention not to transport 
any machines acquired in the Devenport ¢ urea directly to the State of Minnesota, 
but, that same will be teken in a straight truck of unknown description to 

an nninown small town in central Iowa for storege with other slot machines 
similerly obtained and later removed to the State of Minnesote, a few machines 
at a time. 


Informant also said that [__Jreportedly has ¢« girl friend living in the 
Tri-City area which consists of Davenport, Iowa, Rock Island, and Moline, 
tllinois, and their suburbs, whose identity and residence address is unknown, 
Informant is of the opinion thet seid girl friend may be 2 prostitute as his 
source has indicated that he has heard thet she is of low morel cheracter, 


Informant seid that [was not believed to have been in Davenport 

expressly for the purpose of purchasing slot machines on March 1 and 2, 

1951, inasmuch as it is believed by informant's source the -+[_] periodically 
comes to the Tri-City area to trensact business of a legitimate or semi- 

legitimate nature on behelf of the Herman Paster Distributing Company, or 

one of the companics owned or controled by the Paster interests, Informant 
indiceted that he believed that the purchase and subsequent transportetion 


of any slot machines in snd from the Devenport area would be somewhat of a b2 
side line upon the part of [and the Paster interests in that it would b6 
be incidental to the conduct of their juke box, coin operated machine and b7c 
novelty business, in that general area. b7D 


This informant also advised th:t he had learned seems to be 

closely associated in some way with one who resides at 
Davenport but who manages the Duncan Wine and* iquor Company), Rock Island, 
Pillinois 


Confidential Informant Omha[_], of knowh_reliability, contadkéd on the 
night of Merch 3, 1951, advised that oneL_——___~_Irga’sfored at tho 
Rleckheawk Hotel on Merch 1, 1951, and was a guest there oe that day and the 

day following, checking out during the afternoon of Mar¢gh 2, 1 i. 4% the 
time of registration he indicated his name to bel 

Minnespolis, Minnesota, and the registration cerd reflected that he 
represented the Paster Distributing Company, address unstated,  Informaant 
advised that [| does not eppear to be known to any of the personnel of the 
hotel and is not known to have stayed there previously. Further, according 


tof] e. telephone cell.was made from the raom assigned to on Mareh 1, 
1951, to Minneapolis telephone number or and that on March >, 
1951, another call was made from room to "Paster" at Milwaukee, - 


Wisconsin, but that the number called on that occasion wes not known to the 
informent as being illegible. 
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On March 2, 3951, a man giving the name Laced a long distence 
call fron[ — ]roon to Des Moines, Iowa, number The latter wes 


re collect call, This call was placed et 11:00 a.m. and the call from 
to PASTER, ebove mentioned, wes placed at 11:10 an, 


Numerous loeal telephone calls were also mde fron[ room on March 1 
and 2, 1951, which calls will be mentioned hereinafter, 


On the night of Merch 3, 1951, Gonfidential Informant[___Jeontacted 
the reporting agent to cdvise that he had ascerteined thet inasmuch es the 
train connections between the twin cities and Devenport, Lowa, are very 
poor, [____Jusually proceeds from the twin cities to Davenport vis the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Reilroad Zephyr from either Minneapolis or 
St. Paul, Minnesota, to Sevanne, Illinois, and thence to Davenport, either 
be bus or the personally owned automobile of someone meeting him at Sevanne. 
He had elso ascertained thet his return trevel is mede in the same manner. 


Also, during this interview, informant advised thet he had been able to learn 
that [_Jusually steye in Rock Island, Illincis, when in the Tri-City 


Area, rather than at Davenport, Iowa, and that it is believed that he b2 
regards the Fort Armstrong Hotel in Rock Island, Illinois, es his “hang~ be 
out" when in the Tri-City area, Informant also advised that HERMAN PASTER ne 


and other representatives of the Paster Interests from St. Paul, MINNESOTA, 
also sre frequently in the Tri-City eree but apparently do not stey in 
Devenport, Iowa. The source of his information indicated to informant that 
they also regerd the Fort Armstrong Hotel at Rock Island, Dlinois, as their 
"hand-out" and are believed to be very frequent guests there and mey even 
rent s room or & suits of rooms there on a permanent or semi-permanent besis. 


Qn the morning of March 5, 1951, [advised that contact with his source 
during the morning had indicated that there had apparently been no change 
itn the presumed arrangements for[__]to come to Davenport, Iowa, sometime 
during the day for the purpose of consurmating arrengements for the trans- 
portation of slot machines purche sed by him in that area, the same to be 
effectnated sometime during that same night. 


It is noted thet on Merch 3, 1951, <t the tine of contacting[__] ebove 
mentioned, it was ascertsined thetL___Jhed personally mde a request for 

a reservation for a room at the Bleckhawk Hotel for the night of Merch 4, 
1951, indiceting thet the reservation should be held for his possible lete 
arrival cn that date, Liaison wes maintained with this confidentiel informant 
throughout the day, March 5, 1°51, for any further activity in connection 
with the reservetion off pall with negative results... 


terly on the evening of Merch 5, 1951, Omaha Informant[ —_Jeontected the 
reporting agent and advised thet he had just received information frem his 


~5 
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source thet word had been received at Devenport, Iswa, during the afternoon 

by teleph ne from "up north", presumably St. Paul, Minnesota, tlt the deel 

to remove the slot machines from the avenport area was definitely off and 
thet the machines would not be moved dn the-ifimediate future. The informant 
further advised that his source had indx€ated that an cecurrence of an unknown. 
-neture in either St. Paul or Minneapolis, Minnesota, during the day hed 
ioned telephone call and that the call 
had presumably either_bsen pe personally or someone acting for. 
hin, and directed to | : : 


Informant advised that he would continue discreet efforts to ascertain 
information pertinent to investigation including the present location of 

any slot machines purchased in the Davenport area by or the 
movements fT jor other persons apt to be connected with instant matter,. 
and any date Rlative to further plans which might indicate Interstete 
Transporte tion of slot machines emanating from the Davennort area, 


With reference to the telephone calls made from the hotel room of lL] 
at the Blackhawk Hotel on March 1, 1951, the following information. 


was obtained from Confidential Informent[ | b2 
b6 
On thet date one call was made to Davenport 7-4296, listed tc the Davenport b7C 


Navy club, 424 Perry Street; one cell wes made to Davenport 2-9126 listed 
to the Green Front Cigar Store; two calls were made to Davenport 3~9927 
‘Listed to the Devenport Elks Lodge: one call was made to Davenport[ 
listed to two 


calls were made to Davenport[_] listed to 
* and one céll was made to Davenport 


2—C1E7 listed to the Cook Coffee Company. 


Also from[ | it wes ascertained thet the calls mede from the Hotel room 
of above mentioned, on March 2, 1951, were as follows: | 
One cell to Davenport 6-1631 listed to the Devenport Ame 
one call to Davenport 
one call to Devenport 
one call to Davenport 3 
one call to Davenport 
residing at one call to Davenport 2-9126, 


the Green Front Cigar Store; one call to Davenport 3+-9927 listed to the 
Davenport HKlks Lodge; one call to Davenport 
and one call to Davenport 
. » LeClaire, 


Towa. 


rican Legion Post; 
above montioned; 


~1843 listed to the Interstate Finence Company: 


een Front Cigsr Stcre is owned by, __} above 
the State wide crack-down on operation of slot machines 


It is noted that the¥g 
mentioned, who, un 


~ 6 - 
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in Octcber, 1949, was commonly regarded locelly as being one of the leading 
- operetors of slot machines in Scott County, Iowe. The Cook Coffee Company 
sad the Interstate Finence Company, above mentioned, arc regarded as 
legitimate operations by the Devenport Credit Bureau and other sources of 
Credit and similar information, 


ahove mentioned, is,ttnown to be the 
avd is also known as who operates the 

tt Moline, Jllinois which is known to be at leas? partially in the 
Dusihess of handling slot machines, coin operated devices of various types 
and juke boxes. 


[ld above mentioned, is known to have operated a tavern at Davenport 
and to have, been interested in the management of the 40 & 8 Club at Davenport. 
Prior to coming to Devenport Severel veers ago he had operated ea dance hall 
at Stockton, Iowa. 


with reference tol 'fg it is noted that he is generally 
regarded in the Davenport area as heing identified with the coin operated 
mechine business and to have at one time, prior tc the 1949 crack-down on 
slot machines, to have been a representative of an unknown slot machine 
concern, He has no police record at the Davenport Police Department cr the 
Seott County Sheriff's office tut is generally regarded by thosedepartments 
ag being a "shady opsrator" whose interests are chiefly identified with 
gambling. He formerly operated the at LeClaire, Iowa, and present] 
during the summer months, operates the on the mississippi River 
at his home southwest of LeClaire, ITowe, and at one 
vane operated Davenport, Iowa, 
ntil selling out avproximately two years ago, He has been, as of a very 

rocont date, known to distribute business cards showing his home acdress and 
telephone number et LeClaire, Iowa, and indicsting that he is e representetive 
of the P & S Distributing Company at Des Moines, Iowa, which, investig: tion 
at. Des Moines, indientes is at least partially owned and controlled by the 
Paster Interests of St. Paul, Minnesots, 


b6 
b7Cc 


He 25 2 


Rackground information concerning Will be set ont hereinefter 


At 73:30 pem., Omahe Confidentiel Informant[ | of known reliability, 
telephonically advised the reporting agent that head, a few 
minutes previously, registered at the Blackhawk Hotel and then was assigned 


to & room. The informant advised thet L___] was believed to have_gone to be 
the assigned room immediately and hed placed 2 call to Devenport p7C 


listed to above mentioned, According to the informent bID 
he had apparently been unable to contact the party called at that mumber, 

At avproximately 11:00 p.m. the same evening, according to the informent, 

he pleced another call to the same number and was again apparently unable to 
reach the party cslled. 
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Furthor , according to said informant, OT) mae one long distance telephone 
esll and several local telephone calls between approximately 8:30 avin. and 
9:30 a.m. on the following day, March &, 1951, previous to his having checked 
out of the hotel et 9:41 a.m. 


The long distance enll, above mentioned, was tof Minneapolis, 
Minresota, and the local calls were as follows: 


Davenport 2-9276 listed to Griffin's Circle Tap, 1345 West Locust St.; 
Davenport 
Devenport 2-8 
bowling alley; 

Davenport 2~9225 listed to the Midwest Music Company, 2120 Bast 11th 


73 listed to Midway Recre-ticn Incorporated, a local 


On the evening of March 7, 1951, Confidential Infomnt[ advised 
that had arrived in Davenport, Iowa, shortly after 7:00 p.m. 
that evening and had come to Davenport via bus from Fort Madison, Iows, 


Informant stated that so far he hed not been able to ascertain the resson b2 
for L___] trip to Davenport on this occasion but from what he had so fer bo 
becn able to learn it was in no way comnected with the purchase of trans- ie 


pormticn of slot mechines,. 


On Merch 8, 1951, Gonfidential Informant[ advised thet he had ascertained 
that trip to Davenport was to mike collections for the Paster 
interests from the purchasers of two juke box routes in the Tri-City area and 
Concerning which dealings informant had been able te obtein the following 
information, 


Davenport also known 2s 
above mentioned, is the operator of 
of Deverport, Towa, Informant has becn unable to learn whether 
is “purchasing a- a juke box route and the equipment thereof from 
the Paster Interests or whether he is merely operating the same for them 
as a paid employee under the above name, In cither event, he is behind in 
his remittences to the Paster Interests and is renortedly in very poor 
fineneial condition. [L_]has been attempting to collect from 
on beheld of the Paster Interests and his contacts with on 
Merch &, 1951, were proba ty for the purpose of putting pressure on him in 
connection with the payment of this obligation. 


Tho Paster Interests are also the Creditors of one of 
Reck Island, Illinois, who, approximately one year ago, purchased a juke 
box route and incidental equipment from tho’ aster Interests for the sun 
of approximately $40,000, having paid down’$10,000 in cash. 
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Informant is advised thet the remaining balance of the contract was to have 
been paid out in monthly installments of a very substantiel size and thet 
r—1 for reasons unknown to the informant, has fallen into arreas 
in connection with his payments to the Pester Interests. Informant belicves 
that a phird party enters into the picture in connection with the purchase of 
juke box route and is of the opinion thet the third person is 

theAtidwest Music Company of Davenport, Iowa. 

a 


a tn 


Informant understends that the third party ct one time was_buying the route 
end equipment from the Paster Interests and sold same to with the 
consent of the Paster Interests. 


Informant advised thet he does not have the deteils but understands that the 
previnus owner of the juke box route, presumably the Midwest Music Company, 
took r. second mortgage on the equipment of the route covering its equity 

in the route purchased by end that the first mortgage on the route ,, 
is held by the Paster Distributing Company, which coneern supposedly bIC 
pueranteed peyment by L____]to the Midwest Music Company of the second 
mortgage held by thet company. | 


Confidential Informant Gieha[ | further advised that[ _] was known to 
heve mede the statement while in Devenport on the evening of March 7, end 
the morning of March 8, 1951, that the deal to consummate the purchase and | 
transportation of slot nochines from ‘the Devenport ares was definite ely off be 
for at least three weeks end perhaps permanently, in view of the Fact haat yD 
and presumably others interested in the Paster Interests, were of the 
opinion that the Minnesota side of the Towa boarder was being watehed for 


Interstate Transportation of slot machines. 


Subsequent contacts have frequently been made since March 8, 1951, with 
Informent[ | to and including March 26, 1951, but informant advises that 
there has been no apparent further activity on the part of 

or others possibly representing the Paster Interests of St, Paul, Minnesota, 
along the line of purchasing slot machines in the Davenport area or trensportir 
them from that area. The informant advises thet his source is of the opinion 
that the lack of such activity mey be possibly attributed to the recent 
bligzerd and resulting road conditions, the wide-spread publicity afforded 

by the KSFAUVER Committee investigetions, or to other reasons unknown to the 
source of this informant. 


The informant, on Merch 28, 1951, advised that he would continue to maintain 
contact with his source of information and expressed the opinion that it wes 
highly probable that his source of informetim would ultimately have reliable 
information concerning any further attempt upon the part of or overs 
conmnecteé with the Paster Interests to procure slot machines in the Devenport 
arcea for transportation to Minnesote , and that he believed it. was entirely 
possible that his source would receive that informaticn in advance of any 
such mevement. 


} 
sO 
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It is noted that throughout the period covered by instant investigation, 
Confidential Infornant hes consistently maintained thet in his opinion 
haere are probably comparatively few slot machines left in Devenport, lows, 
wnich coulda be the subject of purchase due to the fact that meny of tre 
erivate clubs have been known to have disposed of their machines to 
murchesers outside Towa immediately following the Nslot machine ere k-down" 
bv the Iowa State Attorney General in October, 1949, and the additicnel fact 
thet other clubs heving previously operated slot machines in Devenport are 
known to have either destroyed sume or otherwise disposed of them to persons 
sitet de the State of Towe, either just prior to or immediately fllowing the 
vassace of ‘the so~celled "Minnesota law" by the Iowa Stabe Legislature which 


beeane ofective during the latter part of Februery, 1951, and which provides 
syceadinugly stringent penalties for the mere possession cf slot machines, ; 
reverdless of operstion. | 
b2 
b7D 


Confidential Informnt[ of known reliability, advised thet he has 
continuously, for several yerrs, been in position to know of the ownership 
end operstions of slot machines in Devenport, Iowa, and Scott County, Iowa, 
in which Levenport is located, This informant advised thet «t no time, within 
the poet three or four years, have their been any slot mechines onerated in 
the Gitn of Davenport other then those owned and operated in privete clubs 
by privete clubs themselves. As to the smal} towns and rural communities 
outside of Devenport end situated in Scott County, the informent advised 
that tor the past three or four years, until the State wide errsck-down on 
Slot machines in October, 1°49, most taverns had one or perhaps two slot 
mechines in operation. 


ou 

[continued thet various private clubs located in U.¢ smaller towns 
and rural communities of Scott County also owned and operated_slot machines_ 

2 11 cn jaan ie Co a 2 1 
until the above mentioned crack-down, but_to_his positive ‘mowledgs there has 
been no operetion of slot machines whatsoever in cithsr Devennort or Scott 
County since lete Detober, 1949, with the possible exception of isolated 
lastances of "snesk" operations thereof for e period of a portion of en evening 
by some of the smell tavern owners locsted cutside the city. 


a 
Informant advised that during the middle of October, 1949, the Towa Stete 
Attorney General ROESRT LARSON hed issued_an open proclamation to_all—Law, 
“enforcement egencies throughout_the State to the effect that after midnight, 
“ORTSber™ 295 TMI; ther IAS GE the State. of Towa rele tidng—to~ gambling. ino 
of -its-forms-w6tld be strictly-enforced-and—that—in the event thet eny 
“Portes bepartment or Sheriff's Office failed t 


or Sherif tts Office failed to strictly. enforce such L_LEWS »_ 
thet agents of the State of “Towa.would_be-sent.into... the locel communities to, 


Ah. — ees = Ha. 
mo 
- am PR Le 


nS “iNve STi pa tions and errestss| This proclamation was given “wide Bp “publicity 
a7 eo noaa nme roe es 
n the press and cVer the radic and was the leading topic of conversation 
botwoon the date of the proclamation and the date fixed by LARSON for the 
‘erack-down", The Informant noted that LARSON made special refersnee to the 
operation of gambling devices by private clubs and left no doubt that they 


4 
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were included in the terms of his proclamation, 


The Informant advised that he was reliably informed by many sources that it 
was commonly believed at the time that LARSON's proclam tie was,a "flash 
in the pan" and thet the ban on gambling would be soon lifted nea? 
_ the private cru bs which own slot-machines in the Dav ea, 
——— een TEL IE EI Ee IE SECRET —_— . 
~lOfether with most” cf whe privete oper rators of such nUMeCh INES, FSNoved the 
te BES. fron” their. club. Toons end plates of” business” BHC SLored thon "= 
onetly ¢ cwaiting the tine when it would be safe to brine ther Oren “PR LOR* 


thoir hiding pleces.” 
ER ms ERE AN Te ED een IE Eee ecm 


Informant stated, however, that to his positive personal knowledge, 
several of the leading cluos in Davenport, by official action, decided that 
they could not afford to teke chances with any possible violation of the 
law anc. accordingly made arrangements for the sale of their machines to 
persons residing outside of Towa, such sales being consumeted very shortly 
- G) 
To 


, ore 


Wee, =n 


after the erack down date. In pment said that an such clubs were the 
fivenport Club, end the wn Club of Devenport, 
eres : Ai : 


TT 


avenpert Country Club, the) 
sane enna geeenenanainnOaamaatimee 
Towa. 


Further, according to Informant L__} it became incressingly apparent te 
all clubs and persons interested in the operations of slot machines that the 
"orack-down" was to continue permanently in cffect as a month passed by, and 
from time to time he received reliable informntion to the effect thet 
sdditional elubs and privateoperators were disposing of their machines to 
nurchasers residing Ribheas ‘ide of Lowe. and ,_in “his Onin SETS ehichly 
~HNT ERS Stabs of Illinois. 
eee ee ee 
he informant continued that most of the last remaining hope of those 
interested in the continued operation of slot machines vanished when LansON 
was re-elected in November, 1950, by « vote of land slide proportions 
following his Géfipaign which was “based j chicfly upon “his acccliplishnonts 
in combating gamblin [_]saia thet immediately following that election 
he heard numerous rumors to the effect that still further clubs and overetors 
were selling their machines to persons living outside Towa. 


b2 
b7D 


Gonfidential Informant [___|further dated thet slmost immediately after 

the convention of the Towa Stete Legislature in Janusry, 1951, the so-called 
‘innesote Law" releting to the possession of slot machines and zamblin 

devices was introduced in bill form. The introduction of the bill sot off 

sy wave of publicity, partially because of the wide spr read interest in 
the subject and partially because of the extremely severe penalties which 
\would be set up under the law, if enacted, as relating to the mere possession 
of gambling devices, This law was known AS Senate File #3 and was sub-~ 

sequently, during February, 1951, passed by nearly a unanimous vote by the 

| Legislature to become effective upon the filing of proof of publication, 
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whien proof ultimetely resulted on February 24, 1951. 


Further, according to the same informant, the new law not only permits the 
seizure of any gambling device, wherever” found, but regardless of whether 
or not same was in operetion provides for the cancellation cf all pormits 
and licenses for any place of business wherein same should be found and 
which ere issued by the Stete of Iowa or any of its component political 
sub-cdivisions including counties, cities, towns, and townships, Such 
licenses include the State sales tax permit, without which ea retail business 
cannot operate, cigerette licenses, beer licenses, restaurant licenscs, ete, 


Informant said that following the passage of said law numerous instances 
of ovtright distruction of slot machines and other gambling devices in the 
ee aa a eS | 
Daw venport_ered came to his immediate_attention with the result, that in the 
epee See SES emai 
J\ ppinton of this informant, very Tew_ slot machines would have. remained in 
it ee Pe 
“the oossession of any ani’ or privete individual in De venport or Scott 
County following Februery 24, 1951, unless the same would have been stored 
across the Mississippi River on the Illinois side. 


advised that on February 26, 
Had occasion to contectL__—_—~=d”di 
has been widely known throughout the 
\ Davenport community previously as une of the two leading slot machine operators 
in Davenport and Scott County, Iowa. He advised that he was finally successful 
in dogeting [Jat the Devenport City dump anc personally observed thet 
as woh = a in intentionally cemolishing a lerge pile cf slot bE 


aaohines which estimated would number_one hundred et least. He BIC 
said that on that occasion he jokingly asked why he was breaking up 


the machines instead of selling them to which replicd something to the 
effect that he hid attempted to sell the machines but conic not find anyone 
to buy them, tater] showed[____—sd] the remains of 6 large number of 
other mechines eat the rear of his residential premises which machines had also 
obviously been_intentionally demolished. [7 Jalso advised thet 

told him and[____| thet he has now completed the destruction of all slot 
machines 5 eran oe owned by him and that they were of the aggregate value of 
in excess of $40,00 . [___]saia that while he has no actual knowledge of 
the totel value of ony 6 machines that[___|might heve owned, that his 
operations were at one time known to have been so extensive "thet the %40,000 
figure might not have been unduly high. 


On March 5, 1951, Omaha Confidential Informant L__] of known reliability, 
advised thet he had learned that there was a strong possilility thet the 
American Legion Post at Davenport, Iowa, still retained cwnership of cn un- 
known number of slot mchines and that same were then presently believed to 
be stored at an unknown warehouse in Rock Island, Illinois. 


b2 
b7D 
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4 survoillance was maintained in the vicinity of the[ si residence 

at LeCliire, Iowa, during the morning and afternoon of Merch 5, 1951, by 

Sas lend [L__] No activity was noted except that o | 
1948 Hudson four door sedan, two tone blue green in color, bearing 1950 be 
Towa license ©2-25446 was observed parked in the driveway through out the ore 
morning and afternoon and behind it, also in the driveway, was parked a 1950 
Green Plymouth tudor sedan bearing 1950 Iowa license 77-64327., The Hudson 
eutonobile was later discovered to be registered to 

LeClaire, Iowa, and the Plymouth was found to be licensed to th & S. 
Distributing Company, Des Moines, Iowa, The surveillance on the 

residence was discontinued upon the failure of [_]to cleim his hotel. 
reservation as stated in the detsils of the report and upon receipt of the 
infornation from Infornant[ _]to the effect that the plans to move instant b2 
slot machines had been cancelled, i b7D 


A surveillance of 


was maintained by SAs 

and the reporting agent beginning at 7:50 p.m., March 

7, 1951, and ending at approximately 2:00 a.m. the following day, all at. 
Devenport, Iowa. During the evening and early morning of March 7, 1951, 

left and re-entered the hotel on several occasions and briefly visited | 
at the Davenport Navy Club, the Veterans of Foreign Wers, and the Davenport 
Moose Lodge as well as several taverns in the down town Davenport erea, 
Nothing of a pertinont nature was noted end[___] appeared to be merely 
killing time. 


A surveillance eet ______res maintained by SAs [ 
[Jana throughout the day on March &, 1951, end 


March 9, 1951, but no pertinent activity was noted, Throughout both 

days | appeered to be performing the routing duties pertaining to bé 
the operation of his juke box route in that he called at numerous taverns in jyic- 
Davenport and was seen to change records in juke boxes, collect money from 

juke boxes, and hold conversations with tavern proprietors which appeered to 

be related to the operation of that business, 


A surveillance of[ si activities was maintained by the reporting 
agent on the morning of March ®, 1951. At 9:Al a.m. he checked out of the 
Blackhawk Hotel and immediately entered the truck of 

hereinafter described, and was driven by to the Chicago, Burlington 
and Quincey Railroad Depot at Savanna, Illinois, where [LL___] boarded a 
Burlington Zephyr train northbound toward St. Paul and Minnespolis, Minnesota. 
Following this Po ecturned to Davenport, Iowa, and continued the 
eetivity above ascribed to hin, 


During the conduct of the surveillance onf djs was observed that 
he drives a 1948 Ford panel truck, green in color, bearing 1950 Iowa license 
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#E2-3914. On the right door of said truck are printed the words "Mikets 
Ocin Operated Machines", | (a 


a 


A surveillance was maintained inthe vicinity of thes residence 


at LeClaire, Town, through out the day cn March 9, 1951, by Specicl Agents Pe 
, end the reporting agent with no pertinent © 
setivity being neted, 
Confidential Inforrmant[___, of kmown reliability, advised that the 
following long distance telephone calls heve been placed from Davenport 
listed to ee LeClaire, Iowa. 
DATE TOWN CALLED NUMBGE CALLED 
12-5-50 Des Moines, Iowa 
12~5-50 Gedar Rapids, Iowa 
12—11~50 Fort Madison, Iowa 
12-12-50 Burlington, Iowa 
12-12-50 Moline, Illinois 
12-17-50 Rock Island, Illinois 
12-17-50 Moline, DLlinois | 
12~21 --50 Burlington, Iowa 
12~22-—50 Moline, Illinois 
12-26-50 Burlington, Iowa 
12-2E-L0 Sevanna, Illinois 
12-29 =e 5D Clinton, Lowa 6? 
1~2-51 Moline, Illinois b6 
1-351 Burlington, Iowa b7Cc 
L-12=51 Charles City, Iowa b7D 
1-12-51 Rock Island, Illinois 
1-20-51) Wheeling, Illincis 
1-20~51 Galesburg, Illinois 
L+23~5] Molines, Illinois 
1-24-51. Gelesburg, Illinois 
1~26-51 7 Moline, Illinois 
1-27-51 Grand Mound, Iowa 
1-29-51 Argo, Illinois 
1-30-51 Cordova, Illinois 
1~30-51 Des Moines, lowe 
Q~3—5). Moline, Illinois 
Q~5—51 Rock Island, Illinois 
2— 22-51 Waterloo, Iowa (to 
| P&S Dist. Co.) 
3-1-51 | Rock Island, Illinois 
3-4-5) Rock Island, Illinois 
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DATE TOWN CALLED NUMRER CALLED 

3h 51 Rock Island, Illinois 

Bad, ~51 Rock Island, Illinois 

3—5-51 Moline, Illinois 

3--9—51 Reinbeck, Iowa (to 

3—10~-51 Rock Island, Illinois 

3-10-41 Rock Island, Illinois 

3-12-51 Reinbeck, Iowa (to 

3-12-51 _ Island, Illinois 

3—L2—51 Rock Isiand, Illinois 

3~-14~51 Rock Island, Illinois 

3-15-51 Rock Island, Illinois 

3-17-51 Rock Island, Illinois 

3~17—51 Moline, Illinois 

3~17=51 Moline, Illinois 

3-13-51 Reinbeck, Iowa (to - 

3-18-51 ‘Rock Island, Illinois Pe 
b7D 


Confidential Informant[__|further advised that the following telephone 
calls have been made from Davenport number listed to 
Davenport, lowe, | 


DATE TOWN CALIED NUMBER CALLED | 
2—12—51 Rock Island, Illinois 
An 5=51 Rock Island, Illinois 
2-17-51 Rock Island, Illinois 
2~19—5). Rock Island, Illinois 
2-20-51 Moline, Illinois 
221-51 Rock Island, lllinois 
2-25— 51 Rock Island, Illinois 
3m SL Rock Island, Illinois 
3-5 =51 Rock Islend, Illinois 
3~6~51 Rock Island, Iljinois 
3-12-51 Rock Island, Illinois 


On March 3, 1951, Confidential Informant Omaha advised thet his source 
hed, ‘within two or three weeks previous thereto, called at the plece of 
business of the Paster Distributing Company in St. Paul, Minnesota, and had 
contected there. At that time his source was shown throuph 
the Paster Plant, located at the same address as their offices, at which 
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Sime [J pointed out to the source what[____]stated to be three thousand 6 
slot machines which[___]indicated had been purchased at bargain prices bic 
at unknown ee presumably recently, and accumulated at that place. At 


that time as known to heve told the source that the Paster Distributing 

Compeny hes a plece for all of the slot michines that it can get end further 

intention that that coneern is mking an effort to acquire additional 
echines, 


On March 10, 1951,[___Jadvised thet his source has learned thet the above 
approxine tely three thousand slot machines have been moved from the third b2 | 
floor of the Paster Distributing Company building in St. Paul, Minnesota, to b7D 
another unknown location but presume bly also in St, Paul, Minnesota, _ ang. 
thet his source is of the opinion that they sould he have possibly been moved 
to warehouse facilities across the strect from the Taster company which 
address is occupied by the Fuller Brush Company and the Servel Electrolux 


Company which building is also owned by the Paster Interests, 


On Merch 28, 1951, Informant| expressed the opinion that there is definite] 
a hostile feeling upon the part of the Paster interests and 

towerd which fesling has arisen from having 
failed to make proper remittances to the Paster Company. Ths informant 
believes that it is therefore somewhat of a remote possibility that the 

Paster Interests would entrust the movement of any slot machines from the 
Davenport area to 


The following signed statement, the originel_of which is being retained in 
the files of this office, was obtained from 


holds the position of 
Although was willing to 


rovide this information in the f 


Signed statement he indicated thet at the present time he would not des 1re 
to appear in court and testify to the informetion. For this reason 
stetement is being set forth in the Administrative Section of this report, 


RRR es 
Mavenport, Iowa b7D 
March 26, 1951 


hereby make the following statement of my 


uy 
? 
own free will to and to me previously 
identified eas Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigetion, b6 
bTC 
"T heve been advised thet I my consult ea lawyer «t any time and 


know that I am in no way obligated to make this statement, I have 
received nothing for meking this statement and no thrests or promises 
of any kind have been made to me, I lmow that this statement could 

be used against me in ea court of jaw. 
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"E reside st[]_________] I aa[{ _] 


years of age, and I can reec and write, b7D 


"At the present time I am 


"During October, 1949, Attorney General Robert Larson of the 
State°cf Iowa issued e proclamation to the effect that as of a 
specified date, which I believe was the 30th of October, 1949, he would 
ereck cow on all gambling in the State of Iowa and thet private clubs 
would no longer be immune from prosccution in this connection because 
of their status as such in the event thet they should be found to 
possess or operate pambling devices. 


| Net thet time, anc for several years previous to that time, 
the American Legion post above mentioned had owned and operated, 
at its clubrooms, several slot machines, 


"In compliance with above mentioned proclamation the officers 

of the said Fost caused all slot machines, above mentioned, to be 
removed from the Clubrooms at Davenport, Iowa, prior to the 

effective date of Mr. Larson's procic mnetion, at which time they were 
transported to the werchouse ef the Voss Brothers Express and Storege 
Company, 2125 Third fvenuc, Rock Island, Illinois, end thers put in 
commercial storage end none of the saidslot mechines were ever re- 
moved from that place until the time of the sele thereof which will 
he mentioned and described below ana which sale transpired either 
on March 1 or 2, 1951, 


"The slot machinesementioned above were 28 in number, were all 
menufactured by thet ills Novelty Company, Chicago, Illinois, and 
wore ebout equall¥ divided as being nickel, dime, and quarter machines. 
Tt mey be that inventory or purchase records of said Post would 
further identify these machines as to serial numbers, model cescriptions, 
and other details. 


"On the afternoon of either February 20, 1951, or March 1, 1951, 
I was at the Clubrooms of seid Post and received a telephone call from 
an unidentified male wno inquired if I was going to be there for a 
while, I said thet I was and whoever it was calling said tht he 
would be down to see.me in ebout a half hour, 


"In about that length of time a Man whon I then knew to bef] ee 
of LeClaire, Iowe, and another man whom he introcuced as | 
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asked me if the Post had eny slot machines that it desired 
to sell, I told him that the Post had the above 28 machines in 
storage at Rock Island, Illinois, and thet although J] would heve 
to consult other officers of the Post before making any definite 
commitment as to the sale of the machines, that I would be willing 
to accompany him te the werehouse in Rock Island, Illinois, to 


I could refer to othsr officers of the Post for their consider:tion. 


"Following this I accompanied [ and [__] to the above 
montioned werehouse in Rock Island, Illinois, in their automobile 
and[-_Jand[ examined the said slot machines at said 
warehouse, following which [____|said thet he would pay the Fost 
35.00 each for the 28 machines and would re-contact me the 
following morning for the decision of the Post's officers as to | 
such ea sale. bo 

b/c 

"The same afternoon end evening I contacted the proper officers 
of the Post and obtained their consent to the sale of the slot 
machines on the above terms, 


"he same night |contacted me by phome end told me to 
meet him the next morning at 8:30 at Martin's Cigar Store, Third 
and Brady Street, in Devenport, Iowa. 


‘The next morning I met [and per thet request 
and the three of us went to the Voss Brothers warehouse in Rock 
Island, Illinois, where I releas e machines from storage and 
received cash from[l__Jin the amount of #980,00 Following thet an 
employee of the warehouse brought the machines to the loading dock 
and I observed that [_Jand the man whom they tolc me wes the 
driver of the truck loaded the mechines into a straight truck, r 
in color, make, model and license number unknown to mo. I co no 
recall what, if any, lettering thers wes on the truck, I do not 
recall the identity of the state having issued the license plates for 
che truck. | 


eG. 


eral 


am 
0) 


"During the above negotiations with [re told me thet he 
ned also purchased another quantity of slot machines and tliat they 
were then stored at a noint in Rock Island, illinois, which he did 
not disclose, Neither did he disclose the previous owner or owners 
of thet lot of machines or other details, He elso told ne that to 
meke his dealings with the slot machines profiteble he would heve to 
have 70 or 75 machines to make up a loed so I assumed from that that 
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to these sold him by the Post. 


"Also, during the above negotiations, [| meade certe ir 
statements to me from which IT inferred that the machines which 
would comprise the load of the sbove mentioned truck were to 
be immediately that day, removed from the Tri-City Arca, 
probably as soon as the truck was loaded... The destinaticn of 
the machines was never meade known to me and I heave no information 
of any kind which would enable me to form any opinion as to the 
destins tion of the machines, | 


"So far I have any knowledge I wes selling the Post's machines 


to [___] personally and I got the impression thet wes 
merely ecting in a friendly cenacity to introduce to loca 


people inasmuch as[ appeared to be a resident of some other - 
locality | | 
c Ve b/c 
"T would deseribe [jas beine white, in his early 30's, 
medium height, stocky builc, very weil dressed, and with a very 
round fece. I believe he wore glasses. 


"The men whom I was told would drive the above truck I saw 
only very briefly on the morning that the sale was consummated as 
above mentioned. I paid very little attention to him. I would 
cdeseribe him as white, sround middle age, rether short in stature, 
averace build end he wore a laborer's clothing which I am uneble 
to describe. 


"T have vead the above statement consisting of this and eignt 


cther pages, cach of which I have initisled together with the 
verious corrections, anc the contents of this statement are all 


true. 


op. fgent, F.B.I., Davenport, Towa, 3/26/51 
! 2f EO, 
Special Agent, F.B.I., Davenport, Ia. 3/26/51" 


"In the presence of: 


In addition to the contents of the foregoing statement, he orally advised 
the following information, . 


He wes uneble to give any further details of the description of the red 
truck mentioned in the statement other then it was a straight truck, 
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similar in body type to a small moving van ond thet it was a chinese red 

in color. It did not appear to be brand new or freshly washed although he 
cid not recall the identity of the state issuing the license or whet, if 
any, lettering there was on the truck, He advised thet he is certsin thet 
the truck wes not the property of the Voss Brothers Comneany anc that it hed 
been arranged for by D4 elthough he does not know whether it came from 
some voint outside the Tri-Cities or not. 


The following investigstion was conducted at Des Moines, Iowa, by Special 
Agent on March 5 and 6, 1951. 


4~9186 was listed to the P & S Distributing Company, 110 - 11 th Street Dé 
with an alternate Listing of the United Acceptance Compeny, same address. bIC 
According to this informant this telephone number was formerly held by | 
b2 
b7D 


The Des Moines City Director reflects timtt the P & S Distributing Company 
at 110 - llth Street, Deg-Moines, Iowa, is a vending machine company 
oper:.ted by IRVING Bed “NDLER as president end treasurer end HERMAN PASTE, 
vice president and secretary, ft a later time, advised the 
following calls had been made and charged to Des Moines telephone 4-9186. 


2426-51, colleet call to 4-9186 from[_]Brooklyn, Iow. An individual 
by the name ofl placed the eall, 


This source also advised thet Des Moines number 3~2773 is billed with 


3-1-51, collect call from 151, Brooklyn, Towa, which is issued te the 
Brooklyn cafe, to 4-9186, Des Moines, Iowa. 


3-1=-51, collect fron[ | Brooklyn, Towa, L__]to 4-9186 in Des Moines, 


2-20-51, collect from Minneepolis} placed by[ J coltecct 


to 4~9186. 


to 49186, Des Moines, Towa. 


3-1-51, collect fron[> eating to 4-9186, 
3 = 4-9186, Des Moines to Weterloo, Towe,[ __—talked tof | 
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3-2-1, Ln 186 be Co etimn ] Gall placed 


Des Moines, Iowe. 


342-51, collect from Davenport, tows, __] cell placed by a 
[_ ____]to Des Moines 4-918. 
33-51, 49186 to Minncapolis,| 


3351. Le D1E6 


, , Des Moines, Towe, to Chicego, Tllinois,[ 


3es-51, ..on86, [to snlked to @ Mr, 
Call placed from Des Moines, Icwe, 
b6 


4-4-51, no calls were wlaced from 4-9186 in D-s Moines, Iowa, b7C 


A check of the Motor Vehicle. registration records, Polk County, Towe, reflect 
that the P & S Distributing Company hes registered to it 2 1950 Dodge, 
half--ton express model truck, Iowa license #77-13. The Sandler Distributing 
Company has a 195C Dodge one “half ton express model truck registered to 

it, license #71~62294 os well es a on Dodsee four coor seden, Towa 

license #7723379732 hes a 1950 Plymouth Convertible Coupe, 
Towa license\#77-62553 registered to him. 


pany, Iowa license #77-64327, The files of the Iowa Driver's 
ivisiorof the Department of Public Sefety reflect thet 
is the holder of ean Iowa driver's license which wes dué 
te expire Februcry 28, 1950, however, the clerk in charges informod that 
this was probably renewed and the renewal has not been placed in file. 
This reflects th:t[_]was born on 


-S DAstyibuting Company has a 1950 Plymouth tudor sedan registered 
Cc 
} 


Contact is being maintained with the various informants mentioned in the 
details of instant report and e stop has becn placed at the Blackhawk 
notel, Davenport, Iowa, to become operative in the event thst 
[_legain registers et that place or requests 2 reservation there, 
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ATTENTION ALL OFFICES 
Ta accordance with the contents of Omaha teletype to the Director, 
Minneapolis, and Springfield dated March 27, 1951 entitled "UNKNOWN 
SUBJECTS, Slot Machines, Private Clubs, Davenport, Iowa, INTERSTATE 
TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES", it is suggested that unless other 
instructions to the contrary are received from the Buresu, that no action 
be taken in covering the following leads which would conceivably draw 
suspicion to the existence of instent investigation, in view of the future 
possibility that a subsequent violation may be developed at Davenrort, 
Iowa, per the information contained in this teletype. The following ~- 
leeds sre being set forth to be covered at such time as may be instructed 
by the Offfee of Origin. 


A copy of instant report is being furnished to the Chicago Office for their 
information in view of the alleged habit of to travel from 
Minn capolis and St, Paul, Minresota te the Tri-City Area by Burlington 
reilroad to Savanna, Tllinois, which is in the Chicago Territory, thence to 
the Tri ii ty Area by bus or automobile, It is felt thet the Chicago 

é mney subsequently be requested to conduct investigation in instant 


niga eninge srs - wa Vt EV LN 


At Minneapolis, Minnesota: 


Will discreetly attempt to ascertain the descriptions of any 
trucks owned, operated, or controlled by the Paster Interests at. ot. Paul 
or Minneapolis, Minnesota for comparison with the description of the truck 
caesceribed by | _] whieh wes used te transport slot machines from 
Rock Island, Illinois on March 2, 1951, and for the further purpose of 
enabling roady identification thereof in theevent that seme should sub-. 
sequently he encountered in investig ‘ation of instant matter. : 


b7D 


At_ St, Paul, Minnesota: 


Will attempt to obtein information concerning the activities 
of and the Paster Interests in obteining slot machines 
outsice the Stete of Minnesota for transportation into that stete and will 
also attempt to ascertain the activities of the Paster Interests in 
connection with the disposition of the approximately three thousend slot 
machines reportedly on hand in its warehouse at St. Faul, Minnesote, during 
February, 1951, it being believed possible thet information along this line 
might develop evidence of other violetions of a pertinent nature, 


b6 
DTC 
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THE SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 


At Rock Island, Tllinois: 


Will make an appropriete investigation at the Voss Brothers 
Transfer and Storage Company, Reck Island, Illinois for a11 available infornm- 
«tion relating to the storage of the slot mechines belonging to the Deverport 


rost of the American Legion end the removal thereof cn March 2, 1951, 2 bID 
indicated by Such investigation shovld include « checking 


of the storage records and interrogetion of any employees of that concern 
who might have observed the lozding of instant machims on thet occasion 
_directed to the verification of the information furnished by 
set forth above, and the developing information coneerning the 
identity of the driver of the truck into which the mechines were loaded and 
the identification of said truck, 


At Rock Island and Moline, Jllinois: 


Will remain in contact with any confidential informants wo ma 
be in & position to discreetly furnish pertinent information and will report 
results of investigation previcusly conducted in these cities, 


ry 


\ 


Will ascertein the identity, occupation, and rermtation of _the 
subscribers to the various telephones called from the telephones of = 
andl ans set forth in the foregoing report. bye 
At Rock Island, Iliinois: 


Will discreetly obtain a detailed description :f all trucks helongin 


to or the Duncan Wine and Liquor Company, it being. noted | 
that Confidential Informant[__]heas indicated that on 
and are known to be closely associated for unknown rensons | 


anc 1t is therefore being considered possible that [| may heve meade 
arrangements with or through | for the truck used to transport the 
above slot machines from the Voss Brothers Warehouse, Reck Islend, Iliinois, 
on March 2, 1951, 


THE OMA HA ‘AHA DIVISION 
£t Davenport, Iowa: 
Will continue to reme@in in contect with the various confidential 


informants. mentioned in the foregoing report for any available information 
pertinent to instant matter, 


23 - 


OM: 71-206 


LEADS 
(Continued) 


At Des Moines, Towa: 


Will discreetly ascertain the deseription of all trucks owned, 
opereted or under the control of the P &S Distributing Company, it being 
Considered possible that ea truck of that concern my heve been used to 
transport slot machines from the Voss Brothers Warehouse, Rock Island, 
Illinois, on - 2-51, 


At New Hamroton, Iowa: 


Will eseertain the identity of the subscriber to telephone number 
[ } it being noted that that telephone was called from the telepnnne listed 
to the Paster Distributing Company, St. Peul, Minnesote, on 2-19-51, such 
call nos ssibly having been mace in connection with « purchsse or attempted 
ourchese of slot machines. 
At Shenandoah, Iowe: 
Will escertain the identity of subscriber to telephone number 
it being noted thet a telephone call wes mede to that telephone fron 
the Pester Distributii¢ Company , St. Paul, Mimesote, on 2-19-5]. to a 
party named [sd], and same may have "been made in an effort to make 
arrangements for the purchase of slot machines 


zt Fairfax, Iowa: 


Will conduct similar investigation to that requested at New 
Hampton, Iowa, in connection with a call from the Paster Distributing 
open on 2-21-51 to telephone nunber[__} the varty's name being 


At Carroll, Iowe: 


Will conduct investigetion similar to thet requested at New Hampton, 
ITow:, above, in connection with a telephone call from the Paster Distributing 
Company of St. Paul, Minnesots, on 2-24-51 to telephone number[ | to an 
individual named L_____] 


At Omaha, Nebraska: 


Will conduct similar investigation to thet above requested at 
New Hempton, Iowe, in connection with telephone number it 
being noted thet several telephone calls were made to thet number from the 
Paster Distributing Company at St. Paul, Minnesota during February, 1951. 


~ 24, - 


b6 
b7Cc 


OM 71-206 


A&G Hidore, Iowa: 


Will conduct similar investigation to that requested above at 
New Hempton, Iowe, in connection with a nhone call from the Paster Dis- 
tributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, to number[[ Jon 1-21-51. 


At Cherles City, Iowa: 


Will conduct similar investigation te that above requested at 
New Hampton, Iowa, in connection with «4 . telephone call from the Paster 
distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, on 2-19-51, to number 621, 
believed to be the Veterans of Foreign Wars club. 


At Iowa Fells, Iowa: 


Will conduct similar investigation to that abcve requested at 
New Hampton, Iowe, in com:ection with two telephone calls from the Paster 
Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesote, to number 94L0 on 2-20-51 and 
2-26—51 respectively, it being noted that this is epparently the nurber 
of the Iowa Falls Elits Club and that the latter of seid calls was apparently 


mede to[ at this nunber, 


ft Reinbeck, Iowa: 


Will conduct similer investigation to that above requested at b6 
New _Hermpton, lowa, in connection witi telephone calls made from the telephone b7c 
or ot LeClaire, Iowa to[__—sd'att Telephone number 
Reinbeck, Iowa, on 3-9,12,18-51, | 


At | Yeterloo, Towa 3 


Will conduct investigation similar to that above requested at 
New Fampton, Iowa, in connection with the subscriber to telephone number 
it being noted that a telephone call was made to that number from 

She telephone of Cd LeClaire, Iowa, on 2-22-51 and thet at thet 
time he indicated that he was celling the P & S Distributing Company. In 
connection with this lead it should be discreetly determined if the sub- 
scriber to this phone could be engaged in the accurmlation of slot machines 
and if this telephone could be listed to a firm or individual connected with 


the P & S Distributing Company, Des Moines, Iowa, which is known to be 


tm rtially. owned and controlled by HERMAN PASTER of the Faster Distributing 
Companyy St. Paul, Minnesota. 


- 25 - 


OM 71--206 


LEADS 
d 


(Continued) 


AT Burlington, Iowa: 


Will conduct similar investigetion to thet above requested at 
New Hampton, Iowa, in connection with the subscriber to telephone number 
it being noted that long distant cells were made to thet number on 
several occasions during Deceinber, 1950 and January, 1951. 


8 

it Brooklyn, Towa : 
Will conduct similar investigation to thet above requested at 

Now Hampton, Iowe, with relation to the subscriber to telephone number 

it being noted thet collect calls were made from that number £0 phe telephone 

of the P & S Distributing Company, Des Moines, Towe, on 2-26 end 3-1-51, 

it being further noted that an individual named [  (p) 3 nineod the 

call on 2-26-51, 

b6 

Will eonduct similer investigation to thet above requested b7C 


concerning the identity of the subscriber to telephone. nunber [| it 
being noted that an individuel named [>] (ph) pleced 2 collect call 
from thet telephone to the telephone of the P & S Distributing Comneny, 


t" , 


es Moines, Iowa, on 3-151, 
ft Towe City, iowa: 


Will ecnduct investigation similar to that requested at New Hampton, - 
Town concerning the subseriber to telephone number it being noted 
thet on 3-22-51 2 ecll wes placed from Des Moines number end charged 
to the P & § Distributing Company telephone,[ to 4 at the 
above Iowa City number. 


At Weterloo, Towa: 


Will conduct investigation similar to that above requested at 
New Hampton, Iowa, in connection with the subscriber to Waterloo telephone 
number it peing noted th:t on 3-251 eae call wes placed to a 
nt the above Waterloo number from the telewhone of the ° & S 
Distributing Company at Des Moines, Towa, 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT PAGE 


b2 
lets 
lowae 


DTD | 


Springfield teletypes to Bureau, Omahe and Minneapolis dated 

3-3—51 5 | 

Opringfield teletype to Chicago dated 3~5-51. , 
Springfield teletype to Minneapolis and Omeha dated 3-5-51, 

Bureau teletype to Omahe dated 3-3-51 and 3-5-51. 

Omaha teletype to Bureau, Springfield, and Minneapolis, dated 
BHL—51, 3-5-51, 3-8-5], 3-10~51 and 3-27-51, 

Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, Springfield end Omaha dated 

Bhd]. 

Minneapolis teletype to Bureau and Omaha deted 3-5-5451, 

Minneapolis teletype to Omaha deted 314-51, 

Report of SA dated 3-22-51 at Minneepolis, 
Minnesota, entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECTS: Slot Machines, Private 
clubs, Davenport, Towa, Purchase and Interstate Transportation 6 
to St. Paul, Minnesota, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GalBLING bc 
DEVICES", 


The above referenced teletypes bear the_same or a closely similar title to 
thet of above referenced report of SA ° : 


27. 


( 


. : j 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ; o 6. 


14. 


‘ 


Office Mentor wre + unwrap STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 3: ~Mr, zosen” Ke DATE: March oF 1951 
/ : fi 


now (I Py * 
Jy Glavin 

subject: -UNKNOWN SUBJECT 377 | Nichols 
“polot Machines, Private Clubs, vy, 
Davenport, Iowa;\ urchase a and ‘ = L St fb -—— 
nterstate Transpo tation t to op. a LS fies a 

| a “Paul, “Minne soita} walt mon 
| INTERSTATE TRANSPORTARION — 


OF GAMBLING DEVICES Call: 10:05 esmy—t—-— 


Rosen 


Mohr 


ASAC Commons, Omaha, was telephonically snatmeted to lar fortd 
this case continuous and expeditious investigative attention) 
Commons was informed that the Bureau is especially interested 
developing for successful prosecution a case involving the active 
interstate transportation of slot machines in violation of the new 


statute. D6 


, Commons was cautioned that in view of the information i 
indicating that the subjects also dealt in pinball machines and 
possibly coln=vending machines, it should be positively determined 
that actual slot machines were involved which fall within the 
scope of the laws 

b6 


‘Commons stated that his informant was 


t___} at Davenport, and that he was sending a 4 to & 
the Bi she ng forth background on a 


, RECORDED - 185, LO, ig, /2 f ~ 
nth EX, - 97 . HD 2 85 


7 > mos CC-150-— 
~ Lo. Ce, 


| | MARCH’ 5, 195|_ 
_ 7 “Transmit the following message. to: -Sacs. | _ ee 7 7 Of foe! 


| ye ee Do “MINNEAPOLIS aa _ 
eC , , So | . | - OMAHA - oO B , aD | | 
RETEL. FOURTH INST ANT, MINNEAPOLIS.” UNS UB SLOT HACHIHES, PRIYATE CLUBS - 

_ £3) . ao TWA Boa! she 

_ DAVENPORT) 1OVIA. PURCHASE AND INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION WS ety F: UL 


MINNESOTA, ITGD.- over ADENTICAL wim | 
— FBI wuesen[_— S&F EEN ISTED s. 
“Se ARMY MAY TWELVE: FORTY=TU0, WANKEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, asu[ id _ 
8088, 
SR eo NO CRIMINAL RECORD. NO PHOTO | 
AVAILABLE. CONF NRHN a 
| HOOVER | 
TELETYPE 
7 DEFERRED 
KREX 
“ER 
Teall oe / OS 
rece <2 Mano, 


m 2/ 2. 7 


Tolson . s—* 


Ladd 


Stan rae 
| Menelss / 85 AUG 4? 1966 . 7 (get 
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| Of Memon edn « ‘UNITED > sos GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, “FBI | a | ae So. DATE: March 8, 1951. ° 


| Co ee ry ie, 
SAC, ‘MENNSAPOLIS ee a Gf: Be 
1 - - we 
: ss UNKNOWH. SUBJECTS.’ SLOT HACHINES , ce - on ao 
7 ae JE SPRIVATE, CLUBS, DAVENPORT, “IOWA .: 7 y AIR MATL can a 
ao @- PURCHASE AND INTMRSTAT: TRANSPORTATION #, Fi Ene 
[i + TOUST. PAUL, MINNESOTA : 
Peo re INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


| Re Omaha teletype to. Bureau, Chicago, Mine apolis, and 
‘Springfield dated March Oy 1951. % | 


“~The January, 1951, St. Paul Street Address ‘Belephone Directory 

-'. reflects that at 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, 

:.. there are Listed the following firms, all of whom have the. same 
_ telephone. prambe? 2 NEstor F201: | : 


* Mayflower Distributing Company 
Ajax Refrigeration Company.’ 
“Holly Sales Company. 
Paster Distributing. 7 
fe Progress Finance Company. . 


-- The! recent Minneapolis,’ “Minnesota Tele hone Directory lists _ _ 
: "as: living ropot Telenns Diseop St. Louis | 


0 Park; telephone [ 


~ EA regard to. telephone [| } ‘it was ascertained froma - 

-. confidential source. that only one long distance phone call was 

; made fron[________lto anywhere in.the state of Iowa on March 
Ss, a and that the. number whi¢h was called was | Davenport, 


Towa, 


the above. infortiation regarding the one phone ‘call: was telephonically . 
furnished to the Omaha office on March 6, iol. | 


. Toll calls ‘for the ‘past thirty ‘days ‘from| ceed 
" being obtained, and as. soon as such data is obtained it- will be. =  — b6 
+ Tarnished. ‘to. the Bureau: -and Omaha. office. 7 oo es TC. 


“In regard é6- telephone [————] mentioned above, the confiden- Ss 
vce. “4. tial ‘source advised that for’ the. period January 21,1951, to "3" 
oy Mareh 5, 219535 ‘the’ following are the "only. long distance phone oo 
ne | calls which mere. imade : | 


iy - 
DATE aa ory, 


we . 


| PERSON TM 
He eer s: aon re , 


2tee.. ‘<“Bldora, Towa 


7 7 _ Station to station. 9:15 pem | 
1425-51" St. Paul, Minn. 


“Station. to Station . gam Z 
42-1-81 Ste Paul, Minn. - 
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DIRECTOR AND SACS MINNEAPPLIS AND SPRINGFIELD | 
UNSUBS, “SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA, ITGD. RE|__| 


| sss INFORMATION RECEIVED TODAY FROM CONFIDENTIAL 


SOURCE AT DAVENPORT, IOWA, WHO IS CONSIDERED RELIABLE, INDICATING THAT 
/ 


b2 
b7D 


hy 
ON MARCH TWO AND THREE, OFFICIALS OPXELKS CLUB, DAVENPORT, / NEGOTIATED 


ee EL ET I 


witk{ | conczrwiNc SALE rol] oF THIRTYEIGHT SLOT MAC- 


HINES AT FIFTY DOLLARS EACH. [ __|WAS INTRODUCED TO CLUB OFFICIALS BY 
[_________]WHo Is A WEMBER OF THE CLUB. THESE MACHINES WHICH HAVE 
BEEN IN STOARAGE FOR APPROXIMATELY EIGHTEEN MONTHS ARE LOCATED IN-A VAUL 
IN THE BASEMENT OF BUILDING IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO ELKS CLUBLODGE. 
THIS BUILDING FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY NOW DEFUNCT INSWURANCE COMPANY AND 
HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN PURCHASED BY THE ELKS cLuBe [ay 
AND AN OFFICIAL OF ELKS CLUB EXAMINED THE MACHINES ON MARCH TWO AT 

WHICH TIME[ ___]AGREED TO OBTAIN MACHINES DURING EVENING , HOURS _OFgMARCH 
FIVE. PAYMENT wan BE MADE IMMEDIATELY. PRIOR TO MOV dent wad -7 
MACHINES IN ORDER nias{_roun cane “fan oi 7 


St 


r ‘N 


PAGE TWO 


Five{ | CALLED A CLUB OFFICER AND TOLD HIM THAT[__ } WHO 


WAS THEN IN ST. PAUL, HAD BECOME APPREHENSIVE CONCERNING THE 
POPOSED MOVEMENT OF THE MACHINES AND THAT NO ATTEMPT WOULD BE MADE TO 


OBTAIN THEM FOR AT LAST THREE WEEKS. CLUB OFFICIALS HAVE HAD NO 


FURTHER CONTACT WITH[ __|CONCERNING PROPOSED SALE. APPROPRIATE COVER- 
ACE HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED THROUGH CONFIDENTIANSOURCES IN ORDER THAT bé | 
THIS OFFICE WILL BE INFORMED OF ANY FURTHER NEGOTIATION WITH CLUB | 
OFFICERS, SINCE &T APPEARS THAT NEGOTIATIONS ARE STILL PENDING CON 


CERNING THE THIRTYEIGHT MACHINES ALREADY CONTRACTED FOR, IT [TIS 


I 


POSSIBLE THAT INVESTIGATION REQUESTED OF _SPRINGFIELD AND MINNEAPLIS | OFF I6 


— - 


igen a 


Se 


MOVEMENT OF ELKS CLUB MACHINES. IN VIEW OF | OF THIS AND SINCE | MOVEMENT 


- eee ee” 
aon, at — 


Deny SENSES Us 


OF THESE MACHINES _ OFFERS BETTER POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESSFUL L_INVESTICATION, 


a a EE : ee 2 ee 
vote ne ate ain eran — 


EIGHT OR MARCH ONE. 
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| DATE: March 133 1951" 


TO: “DIRECTOR, FBI. 


F OM SAG, HINNEAPOLIS 
@ | : : Se 
SBjEcT: UNKNOIN SUBJECTS, SLOT MACHINES; ot ns 
a “ CPaiats CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IGHA bf Machies Soo _ 
(PURCHASE AND INTERSTATE | SRANSPORTATION a elo Iiabari. en 
TO ST. PAUL, TEKNSSOTA : es 
THTSRSTA ofS TMUNSFORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES : 


"Re Omaha teletype to Bureau, Chicago, Minneapolis, and 
‘Springfield dated March 5, 19 ots and Minneapolis memo to 
| Bureau and Omaha dated March 8 » 1951. oo " 


Our memo éated Marchi 8, 1951, “reflects that telephone | 
‘NEstor 7901 is listed to the following firms, all of whom . 
have the same address , 2218 University. Avenue, St. Paul, 

-. Minnesota: " 


Way flower Distributing Company ~ |. wee | 

Ajax Refrigeration Company oo 3 . 
Holly Sales Company. : 

. Paster Distributing Company 
Progress Finance Company 


; Through .a confidential source it was determined that the - 
‘following long distance phone calls were made from NEstor ~~ 
. 7901 for the period from ‘February 6, 1951, to March 5, 1951: 


DATE “orty 


PHONE 


PERSON 


| 11e25-50 | Jamestown, No. Dak. 
— 2=6=51 Collect from Fairmount ~ 
— 2=7-51 > Collect from Aberdeen 
2-80-51 Collect from. Philadel- 
 phia | | 
Collect from New York 
City | 

Collect ‘from ba Crosse, 
Wisconsin °«-; 
Williston, North Dakota 
Ma lwaukee 

Council Bluffs 


2-9— 51 
2-9-5] | 


2-10-51 
2-10-51 


-! bé6 
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from PAST?R> 
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ee 


© 2=10—51, 
a wiegode . 
Chicago oo 3. fi. 
Des Moines | 
Mahtomedi,, Minn. : 
Rochester ‘“--.. "04 
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| Gs Omaha (2). (ASD) 
\ Chicago _ 
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Me 
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Memo to Director : - 


© 2-12-51 . 
2e12-51 
2m 12-51. 


2-12-51 
2-12-51 


} QaV2-5] 
2-13-51 


» 2—13-51 


- 2~-Ll-51 

BALA. 
“paleal 
© 2a15-51- 
 Q—15-51 | 


2-15-51 


p16 87. 
e155] 


2616-51 


.2-16-51-- 


7 2-16-51 


eo Be] e517. 

o.  1Q—46=51 7 
Oem 751 
2-17-51 


2-19-51 


a Qu} G= 51 
| 2-19-51 7 
_. Eau Claire 
’. Des Moines 
Chicago , 


2-19-51 


4 Qe19-51. 
2-19-51 
2-19-51 

 Qm19-51 

Qe 9=51- 

 QB299577 


-, 2-19-51 
2-19-51 


. .2=19=51 
1 Qe 20—=51 
12-20-51. 
Bm 20—51 
8 2=20=51 © 
5 220-51. 
2-20-51 | 
2-20-51. 
2-20-51 
2—20-51. 


Eau Claire, Wisconsin | 
Collect from Chicago 


. Sisseton, South Yakota 


Chicago 


| Milwaukee’ 

| Chetek, 
- Huron). - | 
Collect from Chicago. . 
. Grand Rapids, Minnesota 


Chicago. 


“ Duluth - 
Mankato. |. 


Milwaukee : 
- Madison - 


‘Chicago. 
7 Chicago - | od 
New Hampton, Iowa’ 

= - Shenandoah, _lowa . 

’ Philadelphia: — 
... Portland, Oregon. ..- 

' Wausau, Wisconsin 
Milwaukee _ 


Collect from Fargo 
Collect from Rochester 
Collect from Chicago 

- Collect from Austin. 


~ LaCrosse © 


Omaha s | 
Philadelphia 
Milwaukee 


- Milwaukee.’ 


Collect “from Fargo, No. Dak. 


Collect from Las Vegas, Nev. — " From. -PAST#R 


Chicago | 


Collect from whheago | 


Des Moines 


Wisconsin b6 | 


“bTeC 


Mahtomed2 


St. Peter 
Diuth | 


raw Claire 


from PASTER 


chicago _ 


Collect. from wadtson 


Madison. 
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oo. OL9yn 51: 
Bm 22257 
2-22-51 ~ 
 Qm22—51 
oe 2-22-51. 
Qe 225] 
co 2-22—=51 
. oe 2-22-51 
; —2=22—51.. — 
oo 2223-51. 
ot 2e23—5] 
2823-51. 
: 2-23-51 
e—2he—5]. 
 242h-51 | 
7 Beh 51 
2-24-51 
~  2—26-51. | 
, 2-26-51 | 
2-26-51 a 
2~26-51 


_ Fairmount. 

“Winot, Worth Dakota. 
Sioux Falls — 

= Chicago - 

Omaha \. 
—Carroll,. Towa. oe 

a Brookings | : 
Collect from Fergus Falls. 


oe De 26-51 
(7 Q—26-51.- 
7 Q826—51 
©) 2n26-51 | 

| Qe 26~51 

~ | Qn 27a51 

Fo Qe 27-51. 

te a Qe 27-51 2 

O27 R51 


‘Omaha 


“Rochester — , 
“Yausau, isiconsin- 
Minot, North Dakota 


“Collect from. Hastings: 

. Collect from Wausau ” 
‘Fairfax, Towa ‘or Minn. ? 2 
. Milwaukee *. 

Milwaukee |” 

- > Milwaukee > : ; 
‘Collect from Waterloo, | Iowa 

Collect from New Hampton, Lowa _ 

. Broakings, South Dakota, | 
Minot - | — 


Mahtomedi. -. 


” Omaha | 


Chicago. oa 


Duluth | 


Chicago - 

. Omaha 

’ Omaha | —_ 
- Oskosh, iisconsin 7 
‘Louisville  — | 
~~ Gaylord,: Minn. ~~ 
Duluth, 9. | 
‘Seattle - | 
Los Angeles” .>. 


Uni cago 


Minot ,. North Dakota 


Minot . 


Maple Plain 
Omaha 


Omaha: 


East Grand FOrKS © 
Chicago | 


Chicago 


Duluth" 


from PASTER 


F EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 
: Form Nod aves AT OMAHA | —_ - _ - _—_ ol FILE NO. 71-100 
; REPORT MADE'AT oe ’ DATE WHEN ee ron vse st waronr™ MADE BY - a ae 
(94335973 9928/52 a 
| SPRINGEIBLD, TLLINOLS 4/19 /50_ “fi 151 aor , __ | 


AGENCY TO WHICH JAR 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


aas., — | INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
Was, | | GAMBLING DEVICES -.. 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 


‘SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: mo Rock Island, Tlinois advised March 3, 1951 slot nachiindg- 7 
| -—- being purchased by individual known by[__las yoy. 
representative of St. Paul, Minnesota group known by ey } 
HERMAN PASTURE Distributing Company from private clubs Davenport, 
lowa for interstate transportation to 5%. Paul, Minnesota. 

_ Background information. ‘regarding [| _]allegea associates 

- and contacts Rock Island and Moline, Illinois set out. Surveil- 

_ lances maintained March 5, 1951 and March 8, “1951 with no: resulting 
information of value. Subsequent contacts with [Jan oo 
reveal no. additional information. . | Se > . 

7 Xx 3 a " oo Oo 
eS ee nr Soe 


The following is a joint report of Special Agents 
and the » 


reporting agent. 


So | ae | a i : pe 
DETAIDS: © 7 ROCK ( ISIAND, ILLINOIS” a sol. 8 BID 


’ This report is predicated upon information furnished -to the. | 
reporting agent. on March 3, 1951 by[__], of unknown reliability, 
who initially stated that-an unknown group of individuals from 

“St. Paul, Minnesota was negotiating for the purchase of slot. 
machines from various private clubs--Veterans, Elks, etc.-- . 
in Davenport, Iowa. These slot machines which had been banned 
from the premises of such clubs by recent Iowa statute were. to 
be purchased by.the St. Paul group for approximately $50.00 
per machine, according tof __] Approximately one hundred slots 

-were to be transported from Davenport, Towa by truck ‘to St. Paul, 
Minnesota sometime during: the night of March 5, 1951. 
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ee believed to.be.an associate’ of the group although’ he WAS s mkt 
“ Be: vake an active: part an: the’ movement « 


Jetted: ‘that: ‘the’ St. Pal” group. had. manufactured slot: machines: at onie: 
““Gime.-and that | ‘the’ group. had: recently vented storage ‘space. ing 
‘St.Paul warehouse... An“ Iowa. racketeer. ‘enon byl] 
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Containing: ‘contacts. vwetn Dolduring, the afternoon and evening’ of Jaron Bo) 


| « [Pauk groupe’. 


ae sotact. of. ‘she group was: believed to “ee wl 
_ Davenport, ‘Tomas’ believed ey L_Tte" be ‘the owner of Slot machines, ee 


. ‘The’ Ste. “Pail: exoup Was / now ig the HERLAN. PASTURE Dis sbitbuting - 


“Company. (4dparently. identical with-PESTER: Distributing Company) and. 


the ‘peprésentative_ contacting or Spechive: sellers - “in. the: Davenport ; Towa 
“+. area Was. ‘known by as: 


. . rf il aot oe : 
. : < re on wot . .? 
‘er ; ar : vem we, moO . we oy : . 


“hen 4 negotiation’: were : fade. to sell slots; Davenport,’ * Téwa, teleptions 
Rubber 200-2781, was called. in’ order “tO. Contact ‘Prospective, purchasets.. 


“Sethe ‘Onaha Division. advised on “‘Yareh 3, ‘ig51. ‘that [Jor associates ' 


of. the ‘HERUAN PASTER Distributing Company.-had frequented the Hotel: Fort” 


“ Amistrong Rock Island, Illinois ,° ‘sometimes accompanied. by a woman: ‘of 
“unknown: deseri tion, and’ that slot machine deals were believed ‘to have. 
Pes been fade & Jnite. accommodated ab instant hoteds oe ° 


~ 4 ' 


"Hotel. Ft. “armstrone, made yégistration. 


on * ¥ecords ; available. ‘dating -from January 2h, ‘1948 tor Usreh 55. 1951 which | 
- fp disetosed” 20" information, pertaining. to. 


[Or associates.’ a 


“ t, 


ome following ‘jaifommation pertaizis ‘40 alleged assdciates. and. ‘contacts 
FL lin es 


in: che: “Rock Island,, ‘Tiinois areas o ve ge wa, 
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fags revealed the following. information: ”. Be oe, yee 
7 Navy Club, 422 Perry Street, -Davenport y Towa) and ; 
. second-floor. hotel, ‘same. address ,. W, S- believed %0 ‘be* a a 
con ACU..O “the Ss Paul. group. was 7 : 

. 4 : oe, . : NG . 7 va 3 * a a : 7 7 . = . ° - a : _ ; ~ ‘. OF . o 
“lithe ‘above » tieatioried Navy ‘Club; “Post i ‘Amve 3: 1524.Harrisoh Street; aie 
cn Post: 26,.Américan’ legion,: 2060, South Perry Sire; all Davenport, Towa, cet 

“4 Were believed a be in the | Process of negotiating with the Sts. 
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; om ee Tn 1930[ was’ ‘employed © 
. *) by the Iowa-Illinois.-Light and Power Gom any» He presently: is operating: 
“2. the: Moline, Illinois.“This business . 


was formerly known’ as the prior to 1944. - It-was_ 


_ ceflected that several chattle mortgages were executed .between 
“pea pand the Paster Distributing Company, St. Paul) Minnesota, — 
no dates given. Under the name. ae 
- Davenport, ‘Iowa, he was arrested on December. 10, 1948 at his place of © be 
"business ; | iwoline, Illinois br the Moline Police Department — -bi7c 


on the charge of possessing gambling . devices; @CBarrel of Fun') « He re 


was’ fined’ 5100.00, and cost of. court 39.40 on the above charge, ‘Holine, 
7 - _Hlinois iamicipa) ¢ Court ; “danuary’ 26, 1949. oe oe 


m3 


e, 


‘Davenport, Towa is eiiployed- | 
:. as ofthe Duncan Wine | & Liquor: Company which maintains ct 
. tts office and. warehouse. at 2029 4th Avemue,,. rock Island; illinois «. a, 


| of ‘Idiown. reliability ‘states “that LD _Thas | never “been. Known to _— pe 
., possess Slot machines or other gambling devices. However,[ _] is. Po ee 
‘considered by o be a person who might drift toward easy money . nn wie 


‘and shady: deals.- has - never: ‘Imovm the Duncan’ Liquor Company ta . BID 
“participate ‘in unlaw ul: act ivities , and believes thet Corona re 
. “operate. solely on. his own ‘ageord: in. this respect. a a | 


 Surveillances- maintained on ‘the. ‘following individuals and Places: of, 
_ business. revealed: no ‘pertinent. information: . “a ' eee 
“DONC AN TINE & LIQUOR GouPANy; “Office and Varehouse, 2029. ata Avenue 

. Rock Island. ‘Tllinois, arch Be L951... Ba 
activities in'area of: Rock. Island, ‘TMlinois, ee 


‘line, Tilinois, ‘March 8, “95h. 


noe Subsequent: ‘contacts with Jee] has disclosed no additional infomation “37D 
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Sane ‘following. infortiation: sorbains. “to persons. ‘believed ‘tbo be. possible a 
contacts and: associates: of. in. the, Rock island, ‘Thlinois’ area? ata 


"Davenport, Towa nas “been, 


@uployed by the Continental Baking Company, Davenport, Iowa and the_Five =. - 
“Point Bakery, $23 5th ‘Avenue; toline,. Illinois. Under the name-of - 
oS » Davenport, Iowa, born .. 
- (no place of. birth given), he was arrested: March 6, 1 “oline,-— ae 


t Sd ae Se, 

_ Illinois Police’ Department charged with careless driving. He 1.as: fined: eT 

$500 and’ court costs of $4.40... These records disclosed that Woe tern 

-Was married, wife, ovi-was employed “at. the. time as 2 ae 
. for the Five Foias: Hanerys HoLine, Tllinois. " Me oe ns ae 


oo resides at “East, Yoling | Hlinoisy f° 


3.) and appears ‘to be purchasing and selling réal estate... He once owned . | 
5 tie a conerete block business. with his brother, and. . one [ a 
a which was. ‘a front for bootlegging activities.: He had 9 800. | 
also, a slot machine business at one’ time. \ His source ‘of revenue-is 0. be 
considered ‘mtraceables 2 as rs rT es oil 


vee “nesides: ab ast: ioline, 
“os and. is~. voresently™ operating the’ 

er ‘East. Foline, Tllinois. He was reportedly charged with.black 
eo market | activities: in: recent years. ‘During his bootlegging days ‘he operated’: 


a 320° ‘acre. farm which was: reportedly. used. for ‘the illegal sale of Liquor. © 


= 


Thlinois’s to 


) resides at Bast Moline, Tlinois: and. ig” 
presently operating the 
. East Moline, Tllinois.. .He is ‘gonsidered to. be the mos | reputable member: 
oe of. “theL____]fanily. ee ae . 


wt 


fe 


Ih regard ——— ee eee 
| | essere Businegsmen'"s Association Credit: Bureau, Moline, LOS , Stated: oe, 
That the[___——dcombine was only ‘dormant: and if’ ttivings opened. 

eo up, théy would: probably - be in the rackets. CL Jeaia he heard that when oe 
: “gambling: was throttled in Hock Island County about one year ago all the . = 4 
oo slot, machines. of. the combine .wéere put Se ey after’ a 

_. > “which'a moving var hauled them away.;: reportedly to Peoria, Illinois. - 9.” BIC 
ms hove. andl] we businesses .presently. operated by’ the[ 


bane brothers and were * ‘fronts ‘for underworld activities. a eS _ 
ie -vesiaing[@— Hock Islan. Illinois ig the. — Pee 
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owner. ‘of. two television stores, 
Rock Island, Illinois. and-a. vending machine business at the. . 

“game address. He was 37 years of. age. in 1946 at which. time.he ovmed the 

He is: the owner of. the- ‘building at 

‘Rock, Ts Land ,. Tiinois where the: wending nachine: Company, Ls  bocated. 


Rock ‘Tsland, -Tithois ahd: att 
“Davenport. Towa, Was: born in 5.no place- of: birth given. ’. He purchased _ ee 
: the’ above: ‘business: from of: Davenport ,. ‘Towa September. 1, 1949 - > -b6 
“for $40,000. 00; paying DLO, 000°00° in cash and-a Balance of -)378. 00 per: oe BIE 
weele... These. ‘payments. were. made promptly... In. the, autunin of 1949. ‘he. me 
“had. an. income of 9650. 00. per week. | - . an mE 2 anne Ros 


residing 


: FaSkeaRDNER; yesiding | 1628. 21st. Aveme, Rock Teland,, Tllinois and omer Je te 
of .Gardner Rusic. Company , - L103 3rd. Avenue, Rock Tsland, Thlinois-is 90.0 70. 
50 years of a ARE. He. has been a salesman for "sales stimulating. machines" | rn re 
- slot machines ) . ‘since. 1939. He for merly - ‘sold. éars and: Was a racing..car’ poy Te se 
- dyiver, oncé having’ been employed. by’ the FRANKEL L Specialty. Company” 


wife’ 


" résiding “Rock Island. “TWinois, 
is the.ovner of 
_Seenoas handy: ‘Thnois, ‘and’ the 


ans” 


TIERS. © 


residing LO Roek- fslena, ‘FLlinois -once: a 
“signed. a Conditional sales contract: with the» May Lowe r. Distributing. company, os 
“St.: Paul; ‘Minnesota for’ shuffle alleys , makeing payments of 9103. 00 per pa 
month, for. 33. months. 9. wr ears ; or ee 


a 
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* TaPoimnation regarding the above” individuals’ was. diselosed ‘fron records, i 
of! ‘the following agencies: -. oy Sy | : ee . 
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"Business: iien' 3 Association. Credit ‘Bureait,: Loline,” Titinoiss. | 
-*Quad=Cities Credit Bureau, Rock Island, Tllinois. ~~: +0. °° 
“Merchant's Credit Bureau, Rock. Tsland,. TlLinois . - Sat 

“.  Koline® Illinois Police Department. ee ee 

Rock Island, ‘Illinois - Police. Department.. Ee 
Hock: Island County Sheriff's OT iGe« Pe re — 
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‘training because of failure to meet the prescribed physical and. educational 
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| WASHINGTON, D. C. 
|= UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Slot Machines, Privat 


/ ev a 
Le! ee | * | 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA _ os 2 FILE NO. 7i-eh.7 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
MADE 


s/i/s1 |y/20,25,30/51 [___] _srescxp_ 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


“ INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION - 
OF GAMBEING DEVICES. | 


ae a et 


Interstate Transportation to St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 


a i. 
Clubs, Davenport, Towa, Purchase and 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


.No record of: affiliation with Office of ~| 
Civil Defense and Civil Aeronautics Ad- Y-] 


mene stretion, Washington, D. C., re 


RUC 


DETAILS: AT’ WASHINGTON, D. Cs - - eUle Dé 
a Co | | TC 


anployment Record Section, 
National Archives, advised that her record section normally | 
maintained a file on persons who were formerly employed by 
the Civil Aeronautics Administration during’ World War II. She 
stated, however, that_a_search of these files failed to dis- 
close any record of ‘ , | 


. War Records “Section, National Archives, 
advised that his section normally maintained files on persons 

. who were employed in the Office of Civil Defense during World 
War II, however, he stated that a search of the records dis- 
closed no record of employment re L_ | . 


APPROVED AND / ¥ 


. SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: ‘ y 


IN CHARGE 


2) Bureau " Ky fieg| 


Omaha 
ec -. Chicago 
e- _ Sa ngton Field 
pe di te 5221-5 \ 2d [nid 


- PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED 0 <h nia AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


E> 0 D. \ : 
t is AY 5 / 1089) we \ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—-59255~1 


—— -. 


ee 


| WFO 71-2477 


ee ye “Personnel Records. Division, Civil .) 
‘Aeronautics Raministration, advised that a search of the- above 
files failed to reflect any record regardingL _] located 

. in. Washington,. D. C.. However, he suggested that if a 
“.< was employed in the midwéstern area, his employment personnel | 


file would be. located.at the third Regional Headquarters, - 


- Givil Aeronautiés Administration, Chicago international Air 


Port, Park Ridge, Tlinots.- 


+ —— brow -coneumpton 20 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ~ 


 b6 
/ pre 


| REFERENCES : 


WFO 71-247 


"LEAD PAGE 


CHICAGO DIVISION: 


AT PARK RIDGE: ILLINOIS: 


Will contact the Third Regional Headquarters, 
Civil Aeronautics Administration at the Chicago 


International “Aipport for any information they 
may have regarding Poo an 


obtain photographs if available. 


“Willi also furnish copies. of that report to the 
Minneapolis and Springfield Offices. 


Report of Special Agent 
dated March ee, 191, at Minneapolis. 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ® © 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: §=2-51 
‘tie 

Sou > SAC, Omaha 
SUBJECT: wa; etal 


7, was -_ py | 
TTGD ~ @ly 


Reference is made to report of SA[L_————“‘(CC‘*dSYCOMGaattleed 


4-5-51, at Omaha, Nebraska, 
Omaha teletype, date 3-27-51, 
Omaha letter to Director, dated 3-28-51. 


For the information of the Minneapolis and Springfield Offices 
the confidential source mentioned in reftel, was 


identity should be held 
as being strict confidentia and no reference to his name 
should be made in Investigative Reports. 


On 3-27-51, it was ascertained from that the Exalted | 
He eat. of the Davenport Elks Club, was 


an at Davenport, Towa, who was to be in- 
stalled on advised that he felt obligated 
to to confidentially indicate to him the nature of 


the F.B.I's interests and responsibilities in connection with 
the enforcement of the Federal Statute relating to the Inter- 
state Transportation of Gambling Devices, specifically slot 
machines, and also indicated at that time he was going to sug- 
gest tol that he cooperate fully with the F.B.I. in. 
instant matter. 


was originally contacted at the suggestion of [OT 
on 3-28-51, at which time Cid Was apprised as 
ee) é interest and responsibilities and jurisdiction of the 
Bureau in connection with the Federal Statutes relating to the 
Interstate Transportation of Gambling Devices, specifically 
slot machines. At that tame, [as also advised that 
had suggested’ that he, be contacted with 
reference to the possible sale for interstate transportation of 
the 38 slot machines owned by the Davenport, Iowa, Elks Club, 
and stored in the basement vault of the building owned by the 
Elks Club and located immediately adjacent thereto. 


On that occasion[ _————sd advised that he was a great admirer 
of the Bureau and would immediately advise the Omaha Office in 


CGM: beg 
71- 208 
nneapolis 


(@Glbted bo b Winktield 4 


yak 
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Director, FBI (Cont'd) eo Ss So 2-51 


the event that he was contacted by anyone with reference: to the 


. possible purchase. or other disposition of said machines. He’ 


requested that his identity.as an informant be very carefully 
shielded, together with any information from which his teentity 
as an informant might be inferred. | 


has subsequently | been contacted on four occasions, 


."Ehe last two being on l.-16-51 and h-28-51, respectively. On the 


occasion of each of said contacts, dvised that 
neither he nor any other of the official personnel of the Elks 


Club, Davenport, Iowa, have been contacted by anyone indicating 7 


any desire to purchase instant slot machines and that due to the 
la of time since[_—s—CC*di Was originally contacted by 
and , on 321,2-51, he is inclined to believe that. 
and the interests which may represent are no donger 
interested in acquiring | said machines. 


advised that any disposition of the machines “would 7 
not require the consent of the general membership of the club, 
and he, and the Board of Trustees of the club, 
would be authorized to make such disposition as might seem advis- 
able, without -taking any other action. | , 


advises that. itis pretty: generally known throughout 
the membership of the Elks Club at Davenport, which consists of 


several hundred persons, that instant machines are on hand. Sev- 


.eral of the membership of the. club have indicated a very definite 
desire, which he personally shares, that the machines be dumped 
into. the river or otherwise disposed of, in view of the fact that 
their continued possession by the club constitutes @violation of 
the recently enacted "Minnesota Lawt', in Iowa, which, if enforced 
against the club, would not only result in considerable serious © 
embarrassment to the club and its officers, but also, might re- 
sult in considerable financial lossttotthe organization, in view 
of the fact that the club is the owner of the premises wherein 
the slot machines are stored and might therefore, suffer loss of 
all city,- county and state licenses and permits in the event of 


local police or state action against the club for the mere. posses- 
sion of the machines. vent, on to state, that in his | 


opinion, it would be only a matter of time until the membership 
of the club compels the officers to take some sort of-action to 


b6 
b7c 


junk the machines ‘to eliminate the possibility of local prosecution. 


said that some of the members of the club had inform-~ 


“ally indicated that it would be a good thing to remove the machines 
from the premises owned by the Elks Club, and place them in storage 
somewhere’ in Illinois, in order to dbviate the possibility of pros-. 


ecution: under the Iowa Statutes. ‘He also said that some of the 
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Director, FBI. (Cont'd.) ee oe oe p25 1 


‘members, acting informally, had gone - so far as.to make tena- 


. tive arrangements for storage of the machines in.Moline, Ill. 
He advised, however, that the club would not attempt to remove - 


the machines from their present location, particularly for the 
purpose of transportation thereof, to Illinois, for storage 
because he and'the Board of Trustees were aware that this would 
constitute a violation of a Federal Statute. 


on -28-51, advised that the 38 machines are still lo- 
cated in the vatlt above mentioned, and again reassured he would 


{ immediately advise in the event of any activity or inquiry what-. 


soever, relating to the possible disposition of the machines, 
whether same be in the nature of a proposed sale, junking ». or - 


j in any other manner. 


Also, on the latter oceasion, []advisea that after 
- giving the matter considerable thought and consideration, he 


- felt that he would not: care to undertake the full personal re- . 


sponsibility of his cooperation with the Bureau and he would 


deem it advisable to confidentially apprise the various members 
of the Board. of Trustees of the Davenport Elks Club, of the fact 


that he was cooperating with the F.B.I.,in advance of. making any b6 


sate. or other disposition of the machines oe De BTC 


No information has been received from other confidential sources 
at Davenport, Iowa, which would indicate any further activity on 
the part of or other subjects of this case in the Davenport s 
Towa, Area. . a | an _ 


_ Inasmuch as it has now: been approximately sixty days since “the | 
Davenport Elks Club was originally contacted by for their ~ 


Reference is made to ‘the siened statement. of 


machines, it is believed logical that the passing of time has 


' pendered it less likely that [jor the interests which he rep- 


resents will attempt to consumate the purchase thereof. 


| | set. forth | 
in pages 16-19 inclusive of rerep. It will be noted that[ bé | 


“ ‘did not furnish any information which would indicate the ultimate 7c 
destination of the machines purchased from the_Davenport American ?7? 


chased by 


Legion Post, but he has positively identified as the pur-. 

chaser thereof, which would tend to indicate that same were pur- 
[__]for transportation to an unknown point somewhere 

beyond the limits or the State of Illinois. | | 


It is ‘believed that there is a possibility that a violation could 
be established, in connection with this latter matter Provided. | that. 


-3-) 


eo  € 
Director, FBI (Cont'd. ). _— a | ee ae 


the: Springfield Office in conducting the leads appended to rerep, 
igs able to develop information concerning the identity of the 


driver of the truck which picked up the machines at Rock Island, | _ 
filings, Po | 


Accordingly, in view of the seemingly diminishing prospects of 
developing a violation on the basis of the slot machines still . 
being retained, by the Davenport Elks Club, it is suggested that 


the Springfield Office cover the leads set forth in rerep with- 


— out. further delay. 
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| Pele. Room 2 


en 3-5-5! | 11-46 PM CST 
IRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S, SPRINGFIELD, MINMEAPOLIS, AND, CHICAGO 


U 


y ~ URGENT 


UNSUBS, SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA. PURCHASE 
AND INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, ITGD. CON- 


FIDENTIAL INFORMANT, DAVENPORT, IOWA, WHOSE IDENTITY FURNISHED TO 


BUREAU IN OMAHA TEL EIGHT FORTYEIGHT PM, FIFTH INSTANT, TONIGHT 


ADVISED THAT INFO. RECEIVED nan TONIGHT BY Tk 


PN ere rea rag Ree ge He eernon ny 


oe 
Fa Sanaa ~~ ne eet teen erie thee _— win wonshowhemre ae 


SOON. INFORMANT NOT IN POSSESSION OF DETAILS BUT INDICATED 


HAD BECOME SUSPICIOUS AND CALLED THE DEAL OFF, IN VIEW OF THIS 


I ean a See eo AWG 
Boe 


DEVELOPMENT AND SINCE cweex ov] Jactuvinzes AT DAVENPORT 7° 
HAS NOT BEEN PRODUCTIVE, SURVEILLANCE THERE BEING DISCONTINUED. 


| |xas NOT APPEARED AT DAVENPORT Were COVERAGE AT BLACK- 
UURLIED - 
HAWK HOTEL BEING CONTINUED. contact (pete Ve Meith wa THE 
a “MAY, 8 1951 
in. § 


atacand an 


#eee0e PAGE TWO e008 


INFORMANT WHO STATES CAN POSSIBLY DEVELOP INFORMATION AS TO LOCATION 
OF ANY MACHINES ALREADY ARRANGED FOR BY THIS GROUP WHICH MAY PRES- 
ENTLY BE STORED IN DAVENPORT AREA, MINNEAPOLIS REQUESTED TO IMMED- 
IATELY CONTACT CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES CONCERNING LONG DISTANCE CALLS 
FROM MINNEAPOLIS OR ST. PAUL BY| OR ASSOCIATES TO DAVENPORT, 
DES MOINES, OR LE CLAIRE, IOWA DURING AFTERNOON AND EVENING MARCH 
FIVE IN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY PERSONS CONTACTED, MP SUTEL EARLY AS 


POSSIBLE SIXTH INSTANT. CHICAGO DISCONTINUE, 


P| 
END AND ACK IN O PLS 
WA 4250 AM OK FBI WA EW 
SI OK FBI SI FRG 
MP OK FBI MP LB 
CG OKFBI C6 PJB 
DISC PLS 
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| Mr, Tolgog ————-=- " 
| Mr Ladd ————= | 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ee 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Me a ms 

CONIRUMIEATIONS SECTION r ree 
rs | Mr, Tracy .-.--- — 
HAR Mr, Harbo .---—~ | 
Mr. Belmont -..--.— | 

TELETY 
FBI, MINNEAPOLIS «e525! 5-05 PM CST 


<> 


ECTOR AND SAC, OMAHA seccccccsecees UR GENT eocccccccccees 


a 


UNSUB,~SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA, PURCHASE AND 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, MINN., ITGD. INDIVIDUAL 


APPARENTLY Cd LEFT RESIDENCE IN[ —S——S—=Sd‘ THIS 


MORNING IN CHEVROLET PANEL TRUCK AND DROVE TO THE MAYFLOWER AND PASTER 
| b6 
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY IN ST. PAUL. HE DID NOT LEAVE ON EIGHT AM OR Ue bic 


FOUR PM ZEPHYR TRAINS ToDAY. [__ HAS GIVEN | INDICATION OF BE BECOMING. 


SURVEILLANCE CONSCIOUS SO SAME WAS DISCONTINUED | THIS” AFTERNOON. 


af, a pa ates a 


BUREAU AND ‘OMAHA ‘WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 


woe ee - 
eee = ~~ re es pram | 


ato7et a ee meen, a eo 


OMAHA ADVISED. Cd 


END Recon Ye 1123129 Mo 


| INDEXED - 127... MAY.’ 195% 
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me. Felsen 


@ | har. Ladd 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST | Mz, Clegg . 


| x, Glavin ~ 
: Mr. fp 
| Mr, Rosen afl... | 

Mr, Tracy oem tmnnnce 


Mx. Aqrbo ... 


TELETYPE 
FBI SPRINGFIELD 3-5-5} 4-09 PM CST 
RECTOR, BI URGENT 


re uwsuB, SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA, PURCHASE AND vc 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, ITGD. RE OMAHA AND ” 
MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPES DATED MARCH FOUR, FIFTYONE. CHICAGO OFFICE 
HAS BEEN FURNISHED COMPLETE INFORMATION DEVELOPMENTS THIS CASE T0 
DATE IN VIEW OF FACT SAVANNA, ILL. IN CHICAGO TERRITORY. SUGGEST ~ 


CHICAGO BE INCLUDED IN FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING THIS CASE. 


o, AY 


— nh vil Leaks 
END ACK PLS gl © a . b 
5-10 PM OK FBI, WA LIR : SY 
a) 
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; | ‘Mir, Ladd ee rae ae 
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cs N Mz. Clegg .--—--—-- 
§ OF IMVESTIGATIO | 
FEDER A PARTIE OF juSTICe | Mr. Glavin .--.---- 
‘ SECTION Mr. Nichols —.-.--- 
cout igamionp °° iwelr. Rosen ..gee*~—.- 
| Mr. Tracy .._.-.---- 


Mr. Harbo  .-..-.-- | 


Mr. Belmont —-.....-- 


oo. 


Mr. Mohr ~.-.---.— 
Tele. Room .---.—--. 


ff FBI, M INEAPOLIS 3-4-51 7-59 PM CST E 
-DURECTOR, FBI AND SACS SPRINGFIELD AND OMAHA .eseee U do 
 UNSUB SLOT MACHINES, Gh ivate CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA, PURCHASE AND 
-INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, MINN., ITGD. RE OMAHA TEL 

RESIDES AT 
SUBURB OF MINNEAPOLIS, PHONE CASE — 
ENTITLED[ sp AF Ay OMAHA ORIGIN, REFLECTS IN @ECEMBER bre 


NINETEEN FORTYNINE, AGENTS THIS OFFICE INTERVIEWED HERMAN“PASTER AND 
ALLEN I. NILVA, PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF PASTER DISTRIBUTING 
COMPANY AND MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, DISTRIBUTORS OF WURLITZER 
PHONOGRAPHS AND COIN OPERATED MACHINES, WITH OFFICES AT TWO TWO ONE. 
EIGHT UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ST. PAUL. ALLEN NILVA THEN STATED THAT[ | 


TO MILLER HOSPITAL IN ST. PAUL. ALSO THAT, OO —SCiSY 


~[_____] PASTER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY-S BRANCH OFFICE AT DES MOINES yee 
IOWA, WHICH OFFICE HAS BEEN CLOSED, THAT FILE CONTAINS. OTHER DATA RE ~ 
PASTER AND MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANYS. BOTH HERMAN PASTER AND. 
SAM TARAN WERE ALSO MENTIONED IN CASE ENTITLED SAM TARRAN, WAS, HERMAN 
PASTER, WAS. ITOLT, MILWAUKEE ORIGIN, COPIES OF WHICH REPORTS Vg 


ys gccorned -9% J/- HAPS 


Beware west” | | - yiENED = 981 “MAY 3 1060 


PAGE TWO 


POSSESSION OMAHA, TARAN PERMANENTLY RESIDING IN FLORIDA NOW. 


NINETEEN FORTYNINE ST, PAUL CITY DIRECTORY LIsts[ si 
fe AS BEING| | MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY AND 
RESIDING IN{ sd ST, PAUL PIONEER PRESS FOR JUNE EIGHT, 


NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT, REFERS TO FUNERAL SERVICES BEING HELD FOR JAKE 
HENRY NILVA WHO IN NINETEEN FORTYTWO WAS -PRESIDENT OF UTILITY FINANCE 
COMPANY IN ST. PAUL, ARTICLE STATES HE IS SURVIVED BY PARENTS MR. AND 
MRS. LOUIS NILVA, TWO BROTHERS ALLEN OF ST. PAUL AND SAM OF DES MOINES, 


TWO SISTERS MRS. MANLEY FRISCHH AND MRS. CELIA PASTER OF ST. PAUL. 7 
: DTC 


FORMERLY CONNECTED WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL-S OFFICE FOR STATE OF MINNESOTA, 
PASTER AND ABOVE COMPANYS REFERRED TO IN NUMEROUS OTHER FILES THIS 
OFFICE, INCLUDING CASE, FROM INFORMATION FURNISHED THERE 1S 
POSSIBILITY IS PURCHASING THESE MACHINES FOR PASTER 

AND MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANYS. THIS OFFICE HAS NO OTHER REFER-. 


ENCES OR RECORD RELATING tof OMAHA SHOULD BEAR IN 


MIND HE POSSIBLY MAY HAVE CRIMINAL RECORD IN DES MOINES. SURVEILLANCE 


rf tS AFTERNOON REFLECTS PASSENGER 


CAR IN DRIVEWAY COMPLETELY COVERED WITH SNOW AND IN FRONT WAS NINETEEN 


id 


% 


» fe ‘ 
e . 


PAGE THREE 

FIFTY BLUE GRAY CHEVROLET PANEL TRUCK BEARING FIFTYONE MINNESOTA 

LICENSE Y NINE FIVE THREE TWO EIGHT. MOTOR VEHICLE RECORDS REFLECT 

ABOVE TRUCK REGISTERED TO MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, TWO TWO ONE 
EIGHT UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ST. PAUL, AND HAS SERIAL NO. TWO ONE HJC NINE | 


FIVE FOUR FOUR, BUREAU REQUESTED CHECK INDICES IDENTIFICATION DIVI ! 


FOR 


WHOSE DESCRIPTION SET FORTH IN OMAHA TEL ONE NAUGHT | 


FIVE PM TODAY AND SUTEL MINNFAPOLIS AND OMAHA ANY RECORD AND IF PHOTO 
AVAILABLE FORWARD SAME AMSD, ARRANGEMENTS BEING MADE TO HAVE SURVEIL- 
LANCE PLACED oN| | RESIDENCE TONITE AND IN MORNING TO SEE IF HE 


LEAVES MINNEAPOLIS AT TEN NAUGHT FIVE TONITE OR EIGHT AM TOMORROW D6 


b7 
ZEPHYR FOR SAVANNA, ILLINOIS, AND IF SO AGENT WILL RIDE TRAIN AND omana °”< 


WILL BE TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED. NO OPEN INQUIRIES BEING MADE HERE IN 
VIEW OF KNOWN BACKGROUND OF, INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, AND NOT KNOWN YET iF 


| 


ACK PLS ... WA AND SI 6h | 


| at HOME. OMAHA ADVISED SEPARATELY. 
A XXX END 


5-09 PM OK FBI WA SS 


Kadied {age 


OK FBI SI JWF 
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FBI, OMAHA 3-40-54 3-26 PM 
IRECTOR, FBI, SACS, MINNEAPOLIS AND SPRINGFIELD URG 
Z 


PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA. PURCHASE 


UNSUBS, SLOT MACHINES, 


AND INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, ITGCD, 


b6é 


REMYTEL MARCH EIGHT LAST. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT AT DAVENPORT, DTC 


LOWA PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED ADVISES THAT HIS SOURCE HAS FURNISHED 


BOX ROUTE FOR THE PASTER INTERESTS AT DAVENPORT AND MAY HAVE 
NOMINAL PERSONAL INTEREST IN SAME BUT IS IN ARREARS WITH HIS 


REMITTANCES TO THE PASTER INTERESTS AND MAY BE IN SEVERE © 


JF 
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES WITH THEM. one[ 
CF Rove tian, teetnors 1s 


BUYING A JUKE BOX ROUTE FROM THE PASTER INTERESTS FOR FORTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND IS ALSO REPORTEDLY IN ARREARS WITH HIS © 
REMITTANCES, ALSO THAT[ | PRESENCE AT DAVENPORT ON MARCH 


SEVEN AND EIGHT LAST CAN PROBABLY BE CONSIDERED AS BEING A es 


END OF PAGE OWE nV [~ We; | 
MB RECORDED - g " AY 8 3 1981 | 
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PAGE TWO _ bé 
, | DIC 
TRIP MADE IN AN EFFORT TO MAKE COLLECTIONS FRoM[ sd AND 
[___]RATHER THAN IN CONNECTION WITH INSTANT MATTER. [| 
IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO DAVENPORT SOMETIME NEXT WEEK FOR A SIMILAR 
PURPOSE AND INDICATED TO INFORMANT|_|SOURCE THAT BECAUSE OF AN bp 
UNKNOWN OCCURRENCE IN ST. PAUL OR MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA MARCH — 
FIVE LAST WHICH AROUSE HIS SUSPICION THAT THE MINNESOTA DASH 
IOWA BORDER MIGHT BE UNDER SCRUTINY FOR TRANSPORTATION OF SLOTS. 
HE INDICATES THE FURTHER PURCHASE AND TRANSPORTATION THEREOF FROM THE 
DAVENPORT AREA WILL BE DEFERRED FOR AT LEAST TWO OR THREE WEEKS. THE 
LARGE QUANTITY OF MACHINES PREVIOUSLY LISTED AS uavi RECENTLY 
BEEN SEEN ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE PASTER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
WAREHOUSE IN ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA HAVE VERY RECENTLY BEEN MOVED TO 
ANOTHER UNKNOWN LOCATION, PRESUMABLY IN ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA AND 
POSSIBLY TO THE BUILDING ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE PASTER COMPANY 
WHICH IS OCCUPIED BY FULLER BRUSH COMPANY AND SERVEL ELECTROLUX 
COMPANY WHICH BUILDING IS ALSO PRESUMABLY OWNED BY THE PASTER 
INTERESTS. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT ADVISES THAT HE BELIEVED HE 


END OF PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 

MAY BE FURTHER NOTIFIED CONCERNING INSTANT MATTER AND MAY ALSO 

BE IN POSITION TO OBTAIN SOME ADVANCE INFORMATION RE ANY 

PROPOSED MOVEMENT OF SLOTS FROM DAVENPORT AREA BY THE PASTER 

INTERESTS BUT THAT HE CAN NOT BE CERTAIN OF THIS. HE HAS 

BEEN UNABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE POSSIBLE EXISTENCE OR LOCATION 

OF ANY CACHE OF SLOTS IN OR AROUND DAVENPORT WHICH MIGHT BE 

AWAITING TRANSPORTATION TO MINNESOTA, HE ALSO ADI@SES THAT THE 

ONLY SLOTS STILL REMAINING IN DAVENPORT ARE A FEW OWNED BY THE. 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS WHICH HAVE BEEN BROKEN DOWN AND THEIR VARIOUS 
COMPONENT PARTS SCATTERED AMOUNG TRUSTED MEMBERSHIP OF THE CLUB 

FOR CONCEALMENT IN THEIR HOMES, INFORMANT SAYS THAT IT IS 

POSSIBLE THAT ANY SLOTS IN THE DAVENPORT AREA DESTINED FOR 

PURCHASE AND TRANSPORTATION BY THE PASTER INTERESTS MAY HAVE BEEN 
BROKEN DOWN AND CONCEALED IN THIS MANNER. SURVEILLANCE OF 

anol. | connuetep YESTERDAY WITHOUT PERTINENT RESULTS 
AND SURVEILLANCES ARE BEING DISCONTINUED. FURTHER DISCREET IN- an 
VESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED IN DAVENPORT AREA IN INSTANT MATTER. 


END OF PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 
NO INFORMATION HAS BEEN DEVELOPED WHICH INDICATES ANY RECENT 
PERTINENT ACTIVITY OR THAT. INTERSTATE SHIPMENT OF SLOTS IS TO BE 


ATTEMPTED FROM THE DAVENPORT AREA OTHER THAN THAT CONTAINED IN 


| 


-L PAGE TWO LINE TEN EIGHTH WORD SHOULD BE HAVING 


PREVIOUS TELETYPES IN INSTANT MATTER. 
E CORRECTIO N PLS 
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iy Mr, Tolson... _._....! 
| Bir. Ladd...-.----.--- 


. Criminal Division Mr. Elmont 
susect[_______} was, et al ( 1S9-YB al esti 
. a Interstate Transportation of Gambling Devices : Mr. Moby ....-...... 


ed 


Office Memorandunt « uxitep states GO EXSMENT 
| | Mx. Niskols .. | 
TO ‘Director, Federal Bureau of fT Investigation DATE: flay Bi fey ae = 
WZ FROM -:James Me McInerney, Assistant Atterney General ght Gate: al ” = 
| 
i} 


S Tate. Room ...0 2.1... j 
A Tidy. Naase@. loo. 1 teak. 


h Riise Gandy... 2.2... 
i 
' 


Reference is made to your memoranda of April 26, 
1951, captioned as above, enclosing a copy of the investi- < y f 
gative reports prepared by Special agent] 
at Omaha, Nebraska, dated April 5, 1951; Special Agent 
at Baltimore, Maryland, dated April 7, 


1951, md Special agent 4 at Winneapolis, 


dated Merch 22, 1951. - 


It is suggested that you request your appropriate | | “Se 
Division Officer to forward a copy of these reports and all 
subsequent reports relating to this matter to United States J 
Attorneys Joseph T. Votava, Omaha, Nebraska; Clarence U. Vy sg 
Landrum, St. Paul, Minnesota, amd Otto Kerner, Jr., Chicago, / - 
Tllinois. OO 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. $. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


TELETYPE 


FBI, OMAHA 3-8-51 6-25 PM CST 
‘DIRECTOR’, FBI, AND SAC-S, MINNEAPOLIS AND SPRINGFIELD 


Y | 
UNSUBS , SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, Towa. PURCHASE _ 


ee ee ae . a ee dé ft 


AND INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, ITGD. RE - 
OURTEL MARCH FIVE INSTANT. [_ Jarrzvep DAVENPORT, aa 
[OWA VIA BUS FROM FORT MADISON, IOWA EARLY YESTERDAY EVENING FOL- 

LOWING WHICH HE TWICE UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT [ f* 


DAVENPORT, Tows,| 

[”*YdSOF “DAVENPORT. DURING REMAINDER 

OF LAST NIGHT[ | VISITED VARIOUS BARS HAVING VOLUNTEERED TO 

HOTEL CLERK THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO DO FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 

EVENING. THIS MORNING[|TELEPHONICALLY conTacTeD[ 

ALSO FOUR OTHER PERSONS KNOWN TO HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN IDENTIFIED 

WITH OPERATION OF SLOTS OR COIN OPERATED MACHINES. HE ALSO PLACED 

A LONG DISTANCE CALL TO MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, NUMBER[ 
[|], NAME OF EXCHANGE UNAVAILABLE. AT APPROXIMATELY NINE 


THIRTY AM TODAY[ SCALED AT[___JHOTEL ROOM FOLLOWING 
wHIcH[ | CHECKED OUT AND WAS DRIVEN ByY[___—_—«| TO. SAVANNA, 


ILLINOIS WHERE AT TEN FIFTYTWO AM HE /— 3) GAs RATLRAOQD 


- 2 

eeees END OF PAGE ONE QORDED - 93 | AL : 

LORE i BRAY go i CATE us ss Vopr 
| C6 SES 120 : 


seees PAGE TWO cases 

ZEPHYR SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA THREE THIRTY PM 
TODAY. NELTHER ma: [APPEARED TO BE SURVEILLANCE 
CONSCIOUS. CREDIT RECORDS REFLECT; =| IN POOR FINANCIAL 
CONDITION AND HEAVILY INDEBTED HAVING RATHER RECENTLY BEEN DIS- 
CHARCED BY THE CONTINENTAL BAKING COMPANY OF DAVENPORT FOR CON- 
VERSION OF EMPLOYERS FUNDS BUT NO PROSECUTION. NOT KNOWN IF ~ 
[APPEARANCE AT DAVENPORT IS RELATED TO MOVEMENT OF INSTANT 
SLOTS BUT BELIEVED THAT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE AND[ | MAY . 
HAVE MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION OF SAME, SURVEILLANCE IC 
of ss BEING MAINTAINED. DAVENPORT INFORMANT PREVIOUSLY 
CONTACTED EXPECTS TO HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RE OPERATION OF 

- PASTER INTERESTS IN DAVENPORT AREA AND WILL BE RECONTACTED TONIGHT 

OR TOMORROW. MINNEAPOLIS ADVISED OF[ MOVEMENTS. 


| 


MP AND SI TO BE ADVISED 
ACK PLS 

HOLD PLS 

7-54 PM OK FBI WA LIR 


ara 
aha ta 
! ad a 
', 
4 Pig Ty 
. > + : 
| t * Sane 1 
‘ Poa ~ 
- + oe 
. . ™ 
. . a i 
! 
. ne wat 
a 


Ker cage a 
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"  FBILOMAHA ss 3-26-54 - 8-25 PMCST 7) aie fle sree | 
IRECTOR, SACS SPRINGFIELD AND MINNEAPOLIS DEFERRED 


QO | 
UNSUBS, SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA, 


ae | , : | ; | : 2 
IN SIGNED STATEMENT TODAY, ADVISED THAT ON FEBRUARY TWENTYEIGHTH O | 


MARCH ONE LAST, HE WAS APPROACHEE BY WHOM HE KNOWS, 


SS” bé 
AND INTRODUCED. TO one [_] LNu, WHO APPEARS TO BE IDENTICAL WITH ONE 7° 


|} ON BASIS OF comPaRITIVE pescrIPTion. [  |oFFERED To °”” 
BUY TWENTY EIGHT SLOTS OWNED BY SAID POST AT THIRTYFIVE DOLLARS EACH. 

ON FOLLOWING MORNING, AFTER GETTING. APPROVAL OF POST OFFICERS,| | 
SOLD THE SLOTS Tq Jann RECEIVED NINE HUNDRED EIGHTY -DOLLARS-IN CASH 


= SS ae 


AT ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS, SAYS THAT THE ABOVE SLOTS WERE REMOVED 
eee pewes Nene 8 

FROM THE POST-S CLUB ROOMS, DAVENPORT, IOWA, DURING OCTOBER, FORTYNINE, 

AS A RESULT_OF_A PRONOUNC OF A STA‘ TEWIDE.. CRACKDOWN ON GAMBLING _ 


AT AT THAT TIME BY LOWA ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT LARSON AND IMMEDIATELY 


ee RT; 


ee 


TAKEN TO THE VOSS BROTHERS WAREHOUSE, TWO ONE TWO FIVE THIRD AVENUE, 
ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS, WHERE THEY REMAINED CONTINUOUSLY IN STORAGE 
‘UNTIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CONSUMMATION OF ABOVE SALE To[ — |oN 
MARCH FIRST OR SECOND -LAST-AT APPROXIMATELY NINE A. M. AT WHICH TIME 
THEY WERE, IN| __| PRESENCE, LOADED FROM THE DOCKS OF SAID 


END PAGE 5 ‘e cORDED -98 a AL Aw Sy 
2 yyy 1200 18 1A dare 
OWUNG 2! em (ce. & Af 


PAGE TWO 

WAREHOUSE INTO A TRUCK BY[___|AND AN UNIDENTIFIED TRUCK DRIVER, 
APPARENTLY WORKING.FOR[ | .TRUCK WAS RED IN COLOR AND A STRAIGHT 
MODEL AS DISTINGUISHED FROM SEMI-TRAILER TYPE. NO OTHER DESCRIPTIVE 
DETAILS RE TRUCK AVAILABLE, AS[ | PAID LITTLE-ATTENTION TO SAME. 
DURING THE LOADING PROCESS,| | INDICATED THAT THE TRUCK WOULD MAKE 
ANOTHER STOP IN ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS TO PICK UP AN ADDITIONAL LOAD OF 
SLOTS AND WOULD THEN IMMEDIATELY, ON SAME MORNING, TRANSPORT THE SLOTS 
TO.AN UNDISCLOSED DESTINATION, PRESUMED BY[ |TO BE AT SOME => 
DISTANCE FROM THE TRI-CITIES. AT SAME TIME| — |INDICATED THAT HE. 7 
WOULD HAVE TO HAVE PURCHASED AT LEAST SEVENTY SLOTS TO MAKE THE SHIP- 


MENT WORTH WHILE, ACCORDING TO 


PART IN ABOVE TRANSACTION OTHER THAN TO ACT AS AN ~cconmonaTion AGENT. 
OF | jan INTRODUCING| | To HIM,[  |APPARENTLY BEING A STRANGER: IN 
TRI-CITY AREA. DRIVER OF TRUCK DESCRIBED AS MIDDLE AGED, WHITE, SLIGHTI 
LESS THAN AVERAGE HEIGHT, AVERAGE BUILD, AND, WORE LABORER-S CLOTHING. 
ABOVE MACHINES WERE ALL MANUFACTURED BY MILLS NOVELTY CO., CHICAGO, 
ILL., AND WERE APPROXIMATELY EQUALLY DIVIDED AS TO NICKEL, DIME, AND 
QUARTER MACHINES. | iis ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN MORE SPECIFIC 

END PAGE TVO | 


ee 


APPEARS TO BE FULLY COOPERATIVE AND SHOULD BE REGARDED AS A CONFIDENTIAL 


INFORMANT. [oO 
Po SPRINGFIELD REQUESTED TO ConDUCT 


APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT VOSS BROTHERS WAREHOUSE TO VERIFY DATA RE 


PAGE THREE - 


Oo 7 
DATES OF STORAGE AND RELEASE OF AEVE “SLOTS; ALSO FOR AVAILABLE INFO 


CONCERNING THE LOADING THEREOF, ABOVE MENTIONED, IT BEING NOTED THAT. 


ed 


WILL, ALSO, AT ROCK 
: . b7D 
ISLAND, ILL., DISCREEPLY ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN THE STORAGE POINT OF THE 


OTHER LOAD OF SLOTS MENTIONED BY|  |AND FROM WHICH POINT HE STATES 


WILL ATTEMPT TO ASCERTAIN THE DISPOSITION OF ANY TRUCKS OWNED OR 7 
CONTROLLED BY THE PASTER INTERESTS WHICH COULD BE IDENTICAL WITH THAT. 
ABOVE MENTIONED, ALSO TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO-EXPEDITIOUSLY OBTAIN PHOTC 
of{ —————s—s«dY FOR EXHIBITON TO INFORMANTS AT DAVENPORT, IOWA AND 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL. INVESTIGATION AT DAVENPORT, IOWA CONTINUES. 
[_]THIRD PAGE 12 LINE 3 WORD SHLD BE "DISCREETLY* 
END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS : 
WA - 93780 
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i Mr. Mohr eee | 
FBI, OMAHA 3-5-51 | 8-48 PM CST 
ECTOR, FBI URGENT | 


&) | “At a a 
UNSUBS, SLOT MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA. PURCHASE 


a 


t 
'; Tolo, Room 


Ae 


AND INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, ITGD. RE 
BUREAU PHONE CALL TODAY. INVESTIGATION DAVENPORT AND LE CLAIRE, 


IOWA, TODAY HAS ESTABLISHED PRESENCE AT HOME OF[ 


OF A PICKUP TRUCK WHICH IS PROPERTY QE-P”& S DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, Pe 
DES MOINES, IOWA. THIS COMPANY IS A PART OF THE-PASTER INTERESTS 

AND WAS FORMED ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO WHEN PASTER ASSUMED THE OPER- 

ATIONS OF ONE{ _—_—=|A JUKE BOX OPERATOR IN DES MOINES. NO _ 

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY OBSERVED ON THE PART OF[ sf IN- 
FORMANT REFERRED TO IN OMAHA TELETYPE OF FOURTH INSTANT isf 

[ C“‘“C:CS*S*s*s‘“‘“‘“CS*S*S*S*S*CSCSCSCSC*S 
PREVIOUS INQUIRY HAS ESTABLISHED| AS BEING CONSIDERED ENTIRELY 
RELIABLE ALTHOUGH NOT USED IN PREVIOUS BUREAU CASES. CONTACT WITH 

| |WAS ON BASIS OF RECENT NEWSPAPER ARTICLE REPORTING RUMORS IN. fr. 
DAVENPORT TO THE EFFECT THAT CERTAIN ST. PAUL INTERESTS WERE AT- — b7D 
TEMPTING TO PURCHASE SLOT MACHINES IN THAT LocaLITY. [IS ALSO 


| ae, AND, REVLOUSLY INDICATED, 
A R RDED 8 i / a 7 le, 


(65 (3) cage? UR WORD - 3) Oe; 


Ree 


Fe 


secee PAGE TWO coece | 

HE HAS DECLINED TO IDENTIFY HIS SOURCE OF INFORMATION. BELIEVED 
POSSIBLE[ _| SOURCE MAY 8 ne 
|_| wHo IS MENTIONED IN SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE THIRD INSTANT. [| 
STATES NAVY CLUB HAS NOT HAD SLOT MACHINES FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. b7C 
| sd DAVENPORT, FORMERLY CARRIED AS CI BY DES MOINES 
OFFICE TODAY ADVISED THE AMERICAN LEGION CLUB AT DAVENPORT STILL 

OWNS ITS SLOT MACHINES WHICH ARE STORED IN ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS. 
HE IS MAKING DISCREET INQUIRY AND BELIEVES HE CAN ESTABLISH LOCATION 
OF STORAGE POINT. ARRANGEMENTS IN EFFECT FOR THIS OFFICE TO BE 
NOTIFIED oF[ «| ARRIVAL AT BLACKHAWK HOTEL, DAVENPORT TO 

CLAIM RESERVATION, SURVEILLANCE OF[{ [BEING CONTINUED. Pe 


[| 


END AND ACK PLS 
9-51 PM OK FBI WA FJS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
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Nr. Tracy __ | 
| Mr. Harbo .oow 
Mr. Belmont iw... 
Mr. Mohr 
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FBI QO A 3-4&-51 1-05 PM DC Pe 
i SACS MINNEAPOLIS AND SPRINGFIELD URGENT 


unsue L017 MACHINES, PRIVATE CLUBS, DAVENPORT, IOWA. PURCHASE AND 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION TO ST. PAUL, MINN., ITGD. REF SPRINGFIELD 

TELS YESTERDAY. A RELIABLE INFORMANT AT DAVENPORT, IOWA HAS FURNISHED 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION. | 
| fordpaster 1 DISTRIBUTING CO. OF ST PAUL, MINN. VISITED DAVEN- i 


— DIC 


PORT, IOWA ON MARCH ONE AND TWO LAST TO “BUY_SLOT MACHINES FOR SA ID 


CO. TO BE ULTAIMENTLY TRANSPORTED TO MINN. HE AND HIS LOCAL CONTACT AT 


00+ TO BE Ul 
pavenport,[ ALLEGEDLY CONTACTED NUMEROUS 


Secs eesn ARTA - — NS 


PRIVATED CLUBS; KEY CLUBS, BARS, AND OTHER PRESUMED OWNERS OF SLOTS 


AND MADE PURCHASE ARRANCMENTS « | |was KNOW TO HAVE BEEN CASHING 


NUMEROUS LARGE CHECKS ON NIGHT OF MARCH ONE LAST IN DAVENPORT, ALLEG~ 


EDLY TOTALING SEVENTEEN HUNDRED TO TWENTY ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS, THE FUNDS 

TO BE USED AS PAYMENTGFOR SLOTS PURCHASED. SAID CHECKS DRAWN ON FIRST 

NATL. BANK OF ST. PAUL, MINN, IDENTITY OF ACCOUNT ON WHICH DRAWN UNKNOUE 
-[__] known’ In DAVENPORT AREA AS A GAMBLER WHO FOR SEVERAL YEARS 


UNTIL RECENTLY WAS THE AGENT OF THE | A —_3/ CO. OF CHICAGO, 
BRBAIBMRE Lone.’ <0 RECORDED - 129! LL=—IRT > QY 
; AY JY tw. % -INBEXED - 199 MAY a 45° 


PAGE TWO | | 

ILL. IN SCOTT, CLINTON, CEDAR, AND MUSCATINE, ALL IOWA, INFT. SAYS 
THAT| |WILL NOT HANDLE LESS THAN SEVENTY MACHINES PER SHIPMENT AND 
THAT HE PRESUMABLY HAS MADE ARRAINGMENTS FOR THE PURCHASE OF THAT NUMBER 
IN THE DAVENPORT AREA AS HE HAS LEARNED THAT| — |RETURNED TO MINN- 
EAPOLIS OR ST. PAUL MARCH TWO LAST, BUT INTENDS TO RETURN TO DAVENPORT 
AREA MARCH FIVE NEXT TO MAKE SHIPPING ARRAINGMENTS AND WILL CONTACT 
[ow tHat DATE. PRESENT LOCATION OF SLOTS ALLEGEDLY PURCHASED 
AND IDENTITY OF PERSONS SELLING THEM TOo[ | UNKNOw AND CANNOT BE DIS- 
CREETLY ASCERTAINED. MACHINES PURCHASED BELIEVED TO HAVE COME FROM 
VARIOUS SOURCES IN EAST CENTRAL IOWA AND ROCK ISLAND CO. ILL. INFT. 
SAYS THAT THEXHERMAN PASTER DISTRIBUTING CO. IS AN OLD ESTABLISED BIC 
CONERN AND HANLES JUKEBOXES AND A WIDE VERIATY OF COIN OPERATED DEVICES 
ALSO THAT THE INTEREST WHICH OWNS THAT COM ALSO CONTROLS THE MAYFLOWER 
DISTRIBUTING AGENCY CO., THE PROGRESS FINANCE CO., THE FIRST FINANCE 
CO., AND PROBABLY OTHER INTERESTS AT ST. PAUL, MINN. HE ALSO SAYS 

THAT A SOURCE WHICH HE CANNOT REVEAL BUT WHICH IS POSSIBLY RELI- 

ABLE AND ACQUAINTED PERSONALLY WITH[  |RECENTLY VISITED THE PASTER 
DISTRIBUTING CO. AT ST. PAUL, MINN. WHERE HE WAS SHOWN APPROX. THREE 
THOUSAND SLOTS IN THE WAREHOUSE OF THAT CO. AND WAS ADVISED BY[ | 


END PAGE TWO 


PACE THREE 

THAT MANY OF THEM HAD BEEN ACQUIRED IN A MANNER SIMILAR TO THAT ABOVE 
DISCRIBED. THE SAME SOURCE HAS ADVISED INFT. THAT[  |WILL NOT PAY 
MORE THAN FIFTY DOLLARS PER SLOT AND. THAT A STRAIGHT TRUCK OF UNKNOWN 
MANE AND DESCRIPTION IS USED FOR TRANSPORTATION. THE SAME SOURCE ADVISE 
THAT THE SLOTS ALLEGED PURCHASED AROUND DAVENPORT WILL BE TAKEN TO 

AN UNKNOWN SMALL TOWN IN CENTRAL IOWA FOR STORAGE WITH OTHER SLOTS 
SIMILARLY OBTAINED AND LATER REMOVED TO MINN., A FEW MACHINES AT A 

TIME. | REPORTEDLY HAS A GIRL FRIEND LIVING IN DAVENPORT IOWA OR 


ROCK ISLAND OR MOLINE ILL., IDENTITY UNKNOWN, AND HE IS BELIEVED. CLOSELY 


ASSOCIATED witH#] uO LIVES IN pavenPorr But] *d 
‘ ISLAND, ILL. INVESTIGATION AT BLACKHAWK HOTEL 


DAVENPORT, IOWA REFLECTS THAT| | WAS A QUEST THERE MARCH ONE = 2° 


b7TC 


| sf MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, AND REPRESENTING THE PASTOR DISTRIBUTING 
CO. HE CALLED MINNEAPOLIS PHONE; 
| Jon MARCH ONE LAST. ON MARCH TWO LAST HE CALLED PASTOR 
PERSONALLY AT MILWAUKEE, WISC., BUT THE | 
NUMBER CALLED IS ILLEGIABLE. SEVERAL LOCAL CALLS FROM HIS ROOM WERE 
FOUND TO BE TO CLUBS AND. TAVERNS, RDAUIDVACHINE DEALERS OR OPERATORS 
FORMERLY KNOWN TO HAVE HAD SLOT MACHINES. HOTEL MANAGEMENT ADVISES 
| fas ROOM RESERVATION FOR MARCH FIVE NEXT. ABOVE INFT. ADVISES 
END PAGE THREE _ 
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PAGE FOUR 


| JusuaLty COMES FROM TWIN CIFIES TO DAVENPORT VIA BURLINGTON RR 

TO SAVANNA, ILL., THENCE TO DAVENPORT VIA BUS OR AUTO OF SOMEONE 
‘MEETING HIM AT SAVANNA. | _|SAID TO FREQUENT FT. ARMSTRONG HOTEL, 
ROCK ISLAND, ILL., WHEN IN DAVENPORT AREA. SURVEILL- | 

ANCE OF{ ss [AND[ ss] IS CONTEMPLETED. MINNEAPOLIS REQUESTED 

TO IDENTIFY; [AND FURNISH HIS DETAILED DISCRIPTION IN CLUDING 
CLOTHING AND LUGGAGE ALSO ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION RE HIS BRITINERARY 
AND TRAVEL ACOMMENDATIONS AND SUTEL TO REACH OMAHA TOMARROW MORNING 


IF POSSIBLE. BEST AVAILABLE DISCRIPTION OF HERE IS 


INFT. AND OTHERS 


AT. DAVENPORT ADVISE VERY FEW SLOTS REMAINING THERE DUE TO VIGEROUS AND 
CONTINOUS STATE WIDE CRACK DOWN ON SLOTS IN IOWA SINCE OCT. THIRTY 
FORTYNINE, AND VERY STRICT PROVISIONS OF RECENT STATE LAW RE POSSESSION 


OF SLOTS, ALSO THAT IN THEIR OPINION MANY OF SLOTS PURCHASED ARE 


_COMING FROM ROCK ISLAND, ILL. PD CHIEF AND SHERIFF AT DAVENPORT ADVISE 


OR Ra ST eee 


THEY ARE UNAWARE OF ANY SLOTS IN DAVENPORT OR DEALINGS MENTIONED IN 
REFTELS AND STATE THAT IF THEY KNEW OF ANY SLOTS REMAINING IN DAVENPORT 
OR SCOTT CO. THEY WOULD MAKE IMMEDIATE ARRESTS ON BASIS OF MERE POSS- 
ESSION. INVESTIGATION CONTINUUES. | 
J | 

END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS 
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"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


‘THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Omaha 


Form No. LL 


FILE NO. “7 51d 
: . . ‘ ‘ Pa . . . . 9 , : , ‘ ‘ : : 
REPORT MADE AT. PATE WHEN .| PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE. | REPORT MADE BY 


“5e/sk — we 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
GAMBLING DEVICES 


"| ‘SYNOPSIS OF ag ‘No record of t 3rd Regional ae OO 
nn yr. . Headquarters, C.A.A., O! Hare, * International oO L 7 : 
7 Air Port, Park Ridge, md . oo bop ~ 
DO : ne Kye - 
. oo . | | po Sf 
-RUC+ 2.0 a BE 


Clerk , Third Regional | Head= : 
quarters, C.A.A., O'Hare Interriational Air Port, _ 
advised that she could’ locate no record of 
as a past or present employee of the C.A.A. 
in the Third Region. stated that. had 
at any time, ever been employed in that area 
a record would be. maintained in their files. 
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FBI URGENT | 


THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY- “5 OFFICE, | ST. PAUL) MINNESOTA, TODAY _AD- 
Ne 


ee 


a 


VISED THEY WERE IN RECEIPT. OF A LETTER DATED MAY FIFTEEN, FIFTYONE, 
FROM ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, WHICH WAS 


CAPTIONED QUOTE INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF SLOT MACHINES UNQUOTE °°, 


AND WHICH STATED THAT A REQUEST HAD BEEN MADE BY HIM TO THE FEDERAL 


Uleeem we La ae - 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION TO FURNISH COPIES oF THE REPORT oF sa[———] 


|__| MINNEAPOLIS, DATED MARCH TWENTYSECOND, FIFTYONE, Sal _| 
| ___} OMAHA, DATED APRIL FIVE, FIFTYONE, AND Sa | 
[|__| BALTIMORE, DATED APRIL SEVEN, FI foN 3 


DID NOT MAKE ANY REFERENCE TO SUBJECTS _ Re UNSTAN i}: agvesticarzon N_BUT.. 


5 


GATION,. 


Y Balla ig apron REQUESTED THAT THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
END PAGE ONE 


PACE TWO | 

AT ST. PAUL SECURE COPIES OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED REPORTS FROM THE 
MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE . THIS OFFICE HAS NO INFORMATION REGARDING RE~ 
QUEST OF THE ASSISTANT. ATTORE GENERAL AND THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED 


ne 


0 ADVISE THIS OFFICE INNEDIATELY. AS TO WHAT ACTION § SHOULD £ BE TAKEN 


a oo 


i 


IN THIS REGARD, THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, ST. PAUL, FURTHER AD- 
VISED SIMILAR LETTERS HAD BEEN DIRECTED BY ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL MC-INERNEY TO THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA~ 
AND CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, SUTEL ADVICE, | 


RHODES 
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an ui i » \ 
8-23 PM OK FBI | | 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Director, FBI DATE: 6/4/51 


Whee : SAC, Omaha 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


SUBJECT: -—_—a— was, et al; : | bMS S 


(Minneapolis File 71-161) 
(Springfield File 71-100) 


Rebulet 5/28/51 in this case, which stated that copies of the 
following reports be forwarded to the USA's in the Omaha, Springfield and 
Minneapolis Divisions: 


Report of SA Omaha, Nebraska, U/S5/51 co 
Report of SA Baltimore, 4/7/51 We 
Report of SA Minneapolis, 3/22/51 


Pursuant to Butel to Minneapolis, 5/18/51, the three above-mentioned 
reports were furnished to the USA at Des Moines, Iowa, on 5/23/51 by Omaha, 


b 

| It is noted that attached to Bulet of 5/28/51 was a copy of the b7c 
Department's request that the above-described reports be sent to three 
USA's, including JOSEPH T. VOTAVA, USA in Qmaha. Inasmuch as the investigation 
to date in this case reveals no possible violation in the State of Nebraska, 
no copies of reports are being sent to Mr. VOTAVA. The USA in this division 
who has an interest in this investigation is in Des Moines and he has been 
furnished with the pertinent reports, 


By letter dated 5/28/51, Springfield advised that the three reports 
which would be of interest to the USA in Springfield, Dllinois, had been 
furnished to him. Pursuant to Bulet of 5/28/51 Minneapolis is requested 
to forward copies of the three mentioned reports to the USA at St. Paul. 


Bulet of 5/28/51 also requested that copies of these three reports, ’ 
if available, be furnished to Chicago in order that they might be forwarded 
to the USA in Chicago. Accordingly enclosed herewith for Chicago are copies 
of the report of SAL —s—idYSCOM3 2.2/5, Miirmeeapollis and the report ». 
of sa. —™d 4/5/51, Omaha. No extra copy of the report of 9.“ 
SAL], 4/7/51, Baltimore is available. Chicago is requested 
to make a copy of this report and furnish it, along with the enclosed reports, 
to the USA in Chicago. 


cc: Minneapolis 


Springfield RECORDED - 75 [DL 7) LA 7 aA 7] 


Chicago (Encs. 2) ee rs 
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SECEIAED 


‘DERAL BUREAU: OF INVESTIGA?™ 
-, a STATES DEPARTMENT OF aa 


— ‘ 
£ONS SECTION. oo,  \ Ue 
MAY 18 ; 1951 


Toi COMMUNICA 
Transmit the following message ‘tone | a, ee 

a as SAC, MINNEAPOLIS = URGENT, : 
Lo ___ 1, tas, ETAL, | INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION oF CANBLIVG te bie. 
— ‘Devices. REUR TEL HAYSEV NIEEN INSTANT, COPIES “oF REPORTS uu TTowED ae) fo Td 
oy m oRImL, PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED. 1 DEPARTHBU? AND NO. ADDI TIONAL REQUEST oo 


= RECEIVED AT BUREAU. ‘You SHOULD FURNISH COPIES OF REPORTS im INSTANT : 7 


CASE 70 Usa, st, PAUL, 
i HOOVER | 


oo CC: Omaha (with cc -of incoming) 
| Springfield (with ee of incoming): 
. Chicago (with ce of incoming) 


. * Note: “Copies of reports in captioned case should be furnished to | 
“appropriate USA's in Omaha and Springfield Divisions. Bureau 
_.” file does not indicate necessity for furnishing copies of reports | 

in captioned case to USA,. Chicago, inasmuch as no violation | mT 


"indicated in Chicago territory. . 
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A 7 Office Memotandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ; 


: DIRECTOR, ‘FBI : | : - | . DATE: June 27, 1951 
ath SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 7 | re 


sunset: [J] was. oteale AKL) 


‘STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES - > Wy 9 


The following information is being recorded for 
_ ‘information and record purposes, and in order not to expose 
' . the identity of the informant, this informa tion | is not being 
| incorporated’ in an investigative report. 


| On March 29, 1951, ASAC EDWARD J. POWERS gave a 
telk before the Usadian Club at the Curtis Hotel, eapolis 
Minnesota, and immediately after the talk, 

St. Paul, Minnesota, telephone 

inquired as to whether the Bureau > 
would be interested in information dealing with the storage 
of ‘slot machines by the¥Mayflower Distributing Company. During. 
the talk before the Club, ASAC POWERS mentioned the interstate 
transportation of gambling devices statute, and 
stated he thought the Mayflower Distributing Company mig e . AD 
involved in the violation of this statute. | : 


explained that he is associated with Pe 
- the » and in this capacit 7 


‘for numerous concerns in this area. 


accordingly, has become acquainted with HERMAN\PASTER, President 
of the Mayflower Distributing Company, as well as ALLEW .NILVA,; 
its attorney. In fact, he said that on one occasion & “Souple 

of yearstTago PASTER invited him and his wife to spend a weekend 
at PASTER's exclusive. estate in the northern part of Minnesota. 


: further related that about four years 
ago, he was taken on a tour of the warehouses of the Mayflower 
Distributing Company, and he saw about 500 slot machines in 

these warehouses. He said that the Mayflower Conpany has a 

process whéreby they reface purchased slot machines and sell. 
them for a considerable amount over the purchase price. He 
also stated he has no knowledge of slof machines presently being» 
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JERS 


> in ‘the warchouses, “both ‘located « on University Avenue, st. Paul, : Oo 
Minnesota, but he is confident there are slot machines present + 

_ bécause of the secretive. manner in.which the. operations of the. . 
-.Meyyflower. Distributing | Company are carried-on and in'view of | 

". the fact that no one is. ‘allowed to enter the waréhouses. He 
said. he has also ‘picked'up rumors that the Mayflower Distribut-.. |) 


(8) ) ing Company has been purchasing slot machines at a low figure,’ 
. ot Pefacing | then, and © then. selling, them at a handsome profit. i 


was ‘davised that the PBI. would be 


. “. Gnterested in receiving any information which came to his |. 


- was in the business 


attention, and he. stated that he. would be on the alert for such | 
informa tion. _ | 


was subse uentl 


Be teem ntacteds o 
and he advised that he is the _ 


‘such, that he 


and that recently: he noted .. 
- that. the Mayflower. Distributing Company had a-number of large’ 
 boxes,: but that they were marked."Printing" and for that reason 
he did not examine same... He stated, ‘However, that he has . 


| _ connection. ‘With: his. ‘business in Chicago,. St.. Louis and New. ‘York, 


and’ that they expect to have. their building | materiel ship} 


and. that at any time that the Mirinéeapolis’ Office was interested 


in. any particular, shipment, that he was advised as to either... »6 - 
the origin or the destination of this shipment, and he would . bIC 


7 have the. opportunity. to examine Same ». and would be. glad to Se ID 
cooperate: -in this “respects Be : 


6 


: further. advised ‘that. he. does: not. 
. possess any recent information concerning: slot. machines or 
» Shipments: thereof. _ | 


_ te advised on June: 16, “1951; 

on shat on the previous Wednesday, June 13, 1951, he received a’. a 

phone call from HERMAN PASTER,: who requested he come to. PASTER' s. 
office. PASTER stated that their firm is starting.a factory in |. 

New Jersey, at which place they will. manufacture-houses or. | - 

buildings similar to the buildings occupied by "Dairy Queen", » 


ed. 


throughout the country. PASTER's purpose in talking to 
| was to. obtain and so forth :and a 
“game time: PASTER. stated that he_was_ interested in putting. 
on his payroll as a - However, - 
stated no definite arrangement S or. Balary berms: 

_ have yet been made. - 


_- pegarding the shipment of slot machines from one state to 


ght onthe premises. .He stated that ‘the slot machines he saw 
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-) >) MEMOr DIRECTOR = RE:[7 TT was.et.al. June 27, 1951 


a ‘on ‘this occasion PASTER remarkéd - that he believed ae 
‘the FBI had been ‘checking with all> transportation companies a 


another, and PASTER:asked[__—S—s—=éidz&sthe «FBI had contacted » 
him. - stated. not. to his knowledge, but that ‘they . - 
may have contacted someone else:in the firm. PASTER further ” 


_. pemarked that since the passage of the new Federal Law, he is: 


not shipping any slot machines at all from one state to another, 
but. that individuals from firms who ‘desire to purchase slot — 


. machines from him can do so, but it is then the responsibility 


IC ' 


' of the purchaser to transport the machines, and it is not. PASTER' s | 


responsibility. — PASTER remarked that he does-not-care to.violate 


any Federal Law, as he was in trouble. with the Government before, © 


7 and would Rot: want to become involved again. 


further advised that within the last month a 


or so, he had occasion to visit the warehouse on University 
Avenue in St. Paul, Minnesota, located ‘directly opposite the 


- Mayflower’ Distributing Company..- stated that on the. 7 


- outside: there is some eae with the word "AJAX"... He stated 


. that ion-that’ occasion he did not observe eny. slot machines at_ 
. geveralyears ago were on the fifth floor of the main building 
of ‘the Mayflower Distributing Companys erat mnt - 
_.,wolunteered the information that as of last fall he knew that 

HERMAN PASTER . maintained a suite of rooms at the Sherman Hotel 
“in Chicago, Illinois,’ on a yearly basis, and: that he believed 


the rooms were numbers 626-628. . He stated that last fall while 
in Chicago, he.had occasion -to contact PASTER, but when he made 


inquiry of the Sherman. Hotel, they told him that PASTER. was not. 


registered there. However, he found out that. they lied, as. . 


he subsequently visited PASTER, on business, in this suite a 


1. 


advised that at that time he noted ‘that. 


-. PASTER was entertaining various representatives of pinball and ~ 
mo slot machines, and also’ that there were various women presente 


_ | tt is. being left to the discretion of the ‘Omaha | 
4 ahd - Chicago: Offices as--to Whether investigation is conduc ted 
at the Sherman Hotel. : | : | 


| further remarked that in Chicago there 
gs: a company called the Balley (pho) Company, but he stated. 
‘he has no ‘knowledge as to whether or not they have ever man-: 


.. ufactured slot machines. He stated that. within the last. month 


or SO, the ohalioy Company: has ‘Shipped some machines called | 


- : 3 oe 


: <- that an individual named (pho) apparently is very close .- ~ 
, . -to PASTER. and has charge of this -warehouse.. pily is very close 
be | 
» BTC 
‘7D 


- hee oe * 
4 . 
* 


| this matters and he stated in his contacts with PASTER,. that 
he will be on the lookout for any possible violations, and if. | 
he observes ‘any such) violations will immediately communica te | 
, with this “office, , _ | | | 
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MEMO: DIRECTOR © RE: [sd wasseteal. June 27, 1951 


_ TPGD- 


- aBrite - Lignta™ for the Mayflower Distributing company, put he 
, “did. not: know from where the shipment had originated. These. | 
| | machines | were diverted to other parts of. the country. 


lage further remarked that in’ the past he- has. 
: done. a: ‘lot ‘Of business with HERMAN PASTER, but for some reason . 


PASTER: turned the business over to a. Jewish shipper, but on | 


_: June 13; 1951,. PASTER remarked that he was disgusted with the 


other individual and was planni iving all of his future 
business to i 


has promised’ his utmost cooperation: in” 


‘Page. 22. of the report of SA 


Omaha, dated April 5, 1951,° contains two leads for this office, 

but that same.page reflects: ‘that no action should be. taken. : 
in covering those leads until such time as instructions, are 7 
received from the office of | origin, | | Le 


be 
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FED vxes ‘BUREAU OF IN\ | __.wATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Omaha / _ FILE NO. -T1- 100 
| REPORT MADE AT : DATE WHEN renson ron wc noe | REPORT MADE BY | 
TITLE SL CHARACTER OF CASE 
i) ; 
—e ee with aliases | INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
J | — BT AL | | GAMBLING DEVICES 
| y | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: oo : 
| | Records Voss. Brothers Express and Storage, Rook Toland, 7 | 
a Oo : Illinois, refleot storage of 21 slot machines 5-19-5077 a 
| to 3-2-51 for "American Legion", Warehouse reaeipt 
ed signed acknowledging per sonatyo~ 
wd : ceipt of slots 3-251 at warehouse. Employees, Voss 


Brothers, recall three persons loading slots on one 

so | and one-half ton pre-war closed truck, possibly Ford 
or Chevrolet, red in color, bearing words “air freight" 
or "Freight" on side. License unobserved. Identity of 
telephone contacts pby[ ana set out with 
: | background information of each. Duncan Wineyand Liquor b6 
| | Company truck described as 1948 Ford panel delivery, MV b7C 
| 88 RGel1325, Tllinois 1951 License B 101455, red in 

color, bearing words “Duncan W & L a RI, Ill. BeW. | 


3485", | 
. avs 
- <* 
Details: At Rock Island, Illinois 
Voss Brothers Express and Storage, 
: 2125 - 3rd Avenue, stated that on or sbout February 28, 
: a 1951, a representative of an American legion Post in 
Davenport, Iowa, unknown to him, entered the Voss 
-¢ \ Brothers warehouse, claiming ownership of 21 slot ma- 
chines stored therein, and stating that the slots were QQ. 


, fs | ye to be sold inthe near future. [cmd not v4 


recall whether this person was accompanied by others. 


D did not witness the release. and. loading of 
eye Por” BS the slots on March 2, 1951. 7 | / 
: Caf an [EF 3 
| at a 

fet caf} ) . 
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_ 3 Omaha (71-206)(1 USA, Des Moines) 4s, ae | 
| ows ear 


1 USA, Springfield 2 Springfield 


COPY IN FILE 


PROPER’ Uy) FBI.—This confidential report and its contents are loaned t to you by the FBI and are not 
’ ; in Ey agency to which | loaned. . 16—61360-1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE , 
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Original and duplicate copies of a non-negotiable warehouse receipt were 
furnished by. «Che reoeipt, which has been incorporated in 
the l-A exhibit of this file, reflected the storage of 21 machines, Lot 
No. 6357, on May 19, 1950, received for the account of "American Legion", 
at a storage rate of $10 per month. Noted on the duplicate copy in pen- 
cil was the acknowledgement of receipt of instant machines, "Self. Reced 
out 3-251" ened Dee The serial numbers of instant 
machines were not listed. , : 


Voss Brothers, stated that on March 2, 1951, he 
had assisted in loading the slots upon a truck which was backed against 
the loading platform, concealing its license plates. He described the 
truck as a closed one and one-half-ton pre-war model (1940-1945 ) van=body 
vehicle, which was possibly a Ford or Chevrolet. The truck had a metal 
tail gate with canvas extending from roof to tail gate. Its length and 
width appeared to be 10' - 1l' and 7 1/2', respectively. The truck was 
red in color and was bearing the words "Air-freight" or possibly the one 
word "Freight" either on its doors or sides. 


The movement took’ place in approximately 30 minutes'time, and no money was 
transacted, tock place in approximate Close attention was not paid to the 


three individuals who appeared interested in the movement. Two of these 
jndividuals spoke with an accent "like guys froma big town". One was 

the driver, of the truck, described as medium in height with stocky build, 

The second was 5'7" or 5'8" in height, heavy set, and wearing glasses, ac- 

cording toL___——Sd&L ~who could not recall descriptive information regard- 
ing the third individual. At no time was the destination of the movement 

discussed, : | | : 


Voss Brothers, said he was the only other member of 
the firm who assisted in the loading the shipment. He stated essentially 
the same information furnished byl, adding that he recalled the 
driver as having a pompadour hair cut and wearing unmatched work shirt and 
trouser&. He recognized one of the three individuals as being a Legionnaire 
whom he had seen before in Davenport, Lowa. 


Confidential informant |] of known reliability, established the following 
persons as being contacts of of LeClair, Iowa: 


b6 
b7C 


b2 
b6 
b7Cc 
b7D 


SI 71-100 | | . 
fo , | 
TOWN | - NUMBER - SUBSCRIBER 
Rock Island, Illinois 6-3418 QUAD-CITY AMUSEMENT COMPANY, 319 - 20th 
> | Street . 


Moline, Illinois. 2575 CARLETON MUSIC COMPANY, 1109 - Sth Ave. 
Galesburg, Illinois © 5-6566 CURRY FLYING SCHOOL, 1330 North Henderson 
Moline, Illinois 9894 H& H MUSIC COMPANY, 1304 - 4th Avo. 
Moline, Illinois 9082 VAN'S SANDWICH SHOP, 1103 - 5th Avo. 

Rock Island, Illinois (0 
Rock Island, Illinois 6-6477 . . FRANKEL BLECTRO COMPANY, 2532 = Sth Ave. 
Rock Island, Illinois  8-5651 ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL (Gove Res.) 

Rock Island, Illinois  8-3401 TODD'S RECREATION, 213 - 18th Stroet 
Rock Island, Illinois B~5821 MUSTC ANY, 2522 - 3rd Avemue 
Rock Island, Illinois 8-3014 No listing (probably transposition of 


figures 8-3401 above) 


Rook Island, T1lincis, [1 


It is to be noted that the number[ sass contacted on four occa- 

Sions and on two occasions, both numbers listed to 

The towns of Savanna, Wheeling, and Arco, Illinois, to which calls 
were made, are in the territory of the Chicago Division. oc 


~3 = 


bs 
b7c 
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The following persons were contacts ae 


TOWN NUMBER : SUBSCRIBER 


Rock Island, Illinois 8-3211 DUNCAN LIQUOR STORES, 422 ~ 24th Street 

Rock Island, Illinbdis 
- Rock ‘Island, Illinois 
Rock rsland, Illinois 6-6552 DUNCAN LIQUOR STORES, 2029 ~ 4th Avenue | 
Moline, Illinois | Pe 
Rock Island, Illinois 


Rock Island,,Illinois | §8-3554 DUNCAN LIQUOR STORE, 1506 = 2nd &venue 


Rock Island, Illinois 6~2641 St. ANTHONY'S HOSPITAL, 767 - 30th St. 


Rock Island, Titinoeis [1 


4 


Composite background information pertaining to the above listed subscribers 
was obtained from records of the Businessmen's Association Credit Bureau, 
Moline, Illinois, the Quad-Cities Credit Bureau of Rock Island, Illinois, 
Confidential infornants[ Jena] of known reliability, and records of pe 
the Moline and Rock Islan | | 


b7D 
Illinois, Police Departments. 


i 


is 55 years of age, 


married (wife » two childrens: and 
, Moline, where he is in partnership with his father, 
He is a and has a conditional sale on a music 


machine at the present time. His accounts are slow, although he is prompt 
in payment of liquor bills. He is not known to participate in illegal 
transactions. 


is eaL__] 
who established a business in Moline in 19380. He spends a 
great deal. of his time playing golf and is considered a respectable citizen. 


wn Sam 
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‘'H & H MUSIC COMPANY, 1304 - 4th Avenue, Moline, Illinois, is operated by 
Rock Island. [____ Jis believed to 


be approximately 30 years of age and is the son of a former[ 
[| and[____] in the City of Rock Island. He is 
considered to be reputable. / 

VAN'S SANDWICH SHOP, 1103 - 5th Avenue, Moline, is owned by,C. D. VAN 
&RSDALE, 45 years of age, and formerly a salesman with Provident Mutwal 


Insurance Company, Davenport, Iowa. He is originally from Kankakee, 
Illinois. His wife] is A et He is unknown to law 


enforcement agencies. . 


Rock Island, Illinois, is in his 
Rock Island. He 


twenties, the son_of 
recently married and is employed as a 

worker for East Moline, Illinois. He re- 

cently obtained a chattel mortgage on a 1951 Chevrolet. He is a Navy 

veteran and graduate of fugustana College, Rock Island. He is unknown 

to local law agencies. | : b6 


bIC 
Rock Island, is the father of two 


children. On February 23, 1950, he obtained a chattel mortgage for $1,666.70 
on music machines through the Chase Investment Company, address unknown. No 
further information was obtainable. 


TODD'S RECREATION, 218 - 18th Street, Rock Island, Illinois, is owned by 
Rock Island, who once controlled 

all "barrel of fun" gambling tickets in Rock Island. He owns a pre-war 

$28,000 home which is in the name of his wife,[ sf He is middle- 

aged and is considered to be vulnerable to any transaction involving gambling 

devices. 7 | | 


ASCOT MUSIC COMPANY, 2322 ~ Bra Avenue, Rock Island, is directly connected 
with the Scott Bell Television Compan 1205 West 3rd Street, Davenport, 
Lowa « Davenport, Lowa, - 
is connected with the Scott Hotel, Pittman Distributing Company, and Atlas 
Pool Hall of Davenport. He has been a[- and is con- 
sidered to be a person who might deal in other gambling devices. | 


De ZIFFREN is the deceased husband of CC‘C‘iC‘W;S ‘esd at 


Rock Island. Her phone is listed in the name of her 
husband, who formerly owned a pawn shop in Davenport, Towa, and left his 
wife considerable real estate. 


-5- 
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DAVID NITEKMAN, 727 - 34th Street, Rock Island, Illinois, is a self- 


employed junk dealer, 41 years of age, married, wife ROSK, three chil- 

known to be related to « He purchased pro- 

perty in the Belle Aire Division of Rock Island in 1950, and is not known 

to operate illegally. bE 


H. B. ZIFFRIN, 1184 - 19th Street, Moline, owns the "Old Style Beer" 
distributing company and was formerly with the Block Coal Company for 41 
years until resigning in 1946. He is an elderly man and the owner of 
considerable property. is a business associate 
in the Ziffren Distributing Company, 122 - 3rd Avenue, Moline. frre 


MILO DOCKTERMAN, 1631 ~- 24th Street, Rock Island, is the manager of the 
Gellman Manufacturing Company (bakery equipment) Rock Island. He is 
about 42 years of age and maintains a five-figure income. He is con- 
sidered reputable. 7 

M. B,-KELINSON, 1503 - 24th Street, Rock Island, owned a grocery store at 
2113 - 6th Avenue, Rock Island, in 1941, and has been a salesman for the 
Illinois Wholesale Grocers. His uncle, HARRY FINKLESTEIN, is the wealthy 
owner of hotels in Miami, Florida. KELINSON is considered suscep’ hle 

to illegal dealings. | 


Information concerning the Carleton Music Company, 1109 - Sth Avenue, 
Moline; FLY R.~ GARDNER, 2101 - 22nd Street, Rock Island; FRANKEL ELECTRO 
COMPANY, 2532 - 5th Avenue, Rock Island; and Duncan Wine and Liquor Com- 
pany, 2029 = 4th Avenue, Rock Island, is set out in referenced report of 
' the writer dated April 19, 1951, at Springfield. 


Confidential Informant| | of known reliability, mentioned further that | 
the principal operators of slot machines in the Rock Island area during the 
time gambling was more or less on a wide open basis were the following in 
dividuals: : | 


b2 
b7D 


HAROLDAJOHNSON, operator of the Fifth Avenue Cigar Club and 
Cafe, 5th Avenue and 3lst Streets, Rook Island, Illinois. 


«| 
FAY R¢VGARDNER, operator of the Gardner Musio Company, 1103 
Sra fivenue, Rock Island, Tllinois. 


LAWRENCE-FRANKEL, operator of Frankel Blectro Company (vending 
machines) 2532 - 5th Avenue, Rock Island, Illinois. 


SI 71-100 | | 


Confidential Informant| __Jadvised that he had seen one of his confiden= 


tial informants, whose identity he did not disclose, and that this infor- 
nant had advised that 
[ Rock island, had on or about March 1, 1951, been in- 


volved in some way with thgsale of slot machines transported from the Rock 
Island area. [ _]was unable to elaborate on this informstion. 


In addition, this informant told[ _]that if thero were any slot machines 
stored at the present time in the Rock Island~Davenport area, they would 
probably be found in the warehouse of George's Radio Store, 1003 West 4th 
Street, Davenport, Iowa, or on the 
premises of the 40 am 8 Club, 329 West 2nd Street, Davenport, 

also stated that there was a possibility, 
according to the informant, that slot machines might be stored at the ware- 
house of BWERT and RICHTER Storage Company, 424 Western, Davenport. 


By reason of the association between and 

and the possibility that a truck of the Duncan Wine and 
Liquor Company, 2029 - 4th Avenue, Rock Island, might have been used to 
transport slot machines, a close observation of a truck parked at the above 
address revealed it to be a 1948 Ford panel delivery truck, 1951 Illinois 
commercial license B 101455, bearing the lettering "Duncan W & LCo., RI, 
Til. E.W.. 3485" on the doors. 


At Springfield, Illinois 

Records of the Illinois Motor Vehicle itegistration Division, State Capitol, 

made available ty Clerk, disclosed the aforementioned 
1948 Ford panel truck as bearing Motor No. 88 RC-11325. This is the only 
vehicle operated by the Duncan Wine and Liquor Company of Rock Island, 
Illinois. 


PENDING 


b6 
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b2 
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LEADS 


THE CHICAGO DIVISION 


At Savannah, Illinois: Through appropriate source of information will 


ascertain the sdontity and reputation of telephone subscriber Noe[_] 


contacted by on December 28, 1950, 


it Wheeling, Illinois: Will ascertain the identity and reputation of sub- 
scriber No. 36 contacted by on January 20, 1951. 


At Argo, Illinois: Will determine activity of Balker's Store, telephonically 
. contacted by on January 29, 1951. - 


THE OMAHA DIVISION 


At Davenport, Iowa: Will With fo information regarding the following per=— 


sons suspected.of dealing with 


Will ascertain whether slot machines have been stored in the warehouse of 
Ewert and Richter Storage Company, 424 Western. 


Wi attempt to ascertain serial numbers of slot machines sold vy a] 
| Jto subject[__] on March 2, 1951. 


é 


THE SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 


At Rock Island, Illinois; Will meee further information regarding 


Will continue to maintain contact with c onfidential sources of information 
for further developments, particularly in regard to the alleged negotiation 
by~—S—SYS«SNew- York Tavern, 1607 - 2nd Avenue, on March 1, 1951, 


concerning the sale of slots. 


At Cordova, Illinoiss Will ascertain the reputation i 
contacted by on January 30, 1951. | 


Be 


SI 71-100 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Investigation at Springfield, Illinois, State Motor Vehicle Registration bo 
Division was conducted a | Special Employee. — BIC 
Confidential Informant 
| b2 
Confidential Informant — 
b7D 


\ . : 
Confidential Informant 


Referencess Report of sat Omaha, dated 4-5-51. ~~ 
oe | b7C 
Lo Report of SA[_——ss—“—;é~é~;C~™CSCSC, Springfield, dated 4-19-51, 


Omaha letter to the Bureau dated 5-2-51. 
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Synopsis 
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This is to be removed from file upon the return of the item and 
forwarded to the Coordinator of Mail and Files 


Date Removed by 


‘STANDARD FORM NO, 64 Me : NX = Sf _— 


| Offic Men, # dum - ‘UNITED. oe 4 GOVERNMENT 
We 7 : oN So 


TO , Director, — - | | _ ‘DATE: July 19, 1951 - 


i “sac, y Winneapolis 


SUBJECT: - was., etal. 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION oe | oe | | 7 oon 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES ae JZ 4) G7 
. | | - a | 9 -* | Dt | 
2 7 


‘Re Omaha. memorandum to Minneapolis da ba. Jane 18, 1951. 


‘Records at the Motor Vehicle Division, State Capitol, St. Paul, Minnesota, - 
- reflect that 1951 Minnesota License 163-80) was listed to West ” End Super 
Value, 1931 West Superior Street, Duluth, Minnesota, for a 19l;7 Pontiac 
station wagon, Serial No. ‘TPOMB12H98. There was no theft report on file 
in that office. . _ | | | 


The following investigation was conducted at Duluth: Minnesota, on daly 3 
and Ds 1951: | 


City directory records indicate that the West End Super Value Store locas | 
ted at 1931 West Superior Street, Duluth, Minnesota, is operated by 


and thet[________te an employee in this 


| , oe ee ---b7C -- 
store. | a : : 7 — 


was interviewed under pretext on duly’ 3, 1951, and he 

advised that he and his brother formerly cam from Des Moines, Iowa, | 
where they lived’ in 1948 and 1949 and prior to this time came.from New- - « —-- 

_ ton, Iowa. stated that he himself is the manager of 


, the store, and is an employee. He also stated the 
store owns a 197 Pontiac station wagon which a) used 
for his vacation during the middle part of June, 1951, when he visited 

— — 


a the State of Iowa. never heard of the name of 


tat cet Association, Duluth, Minnesota, advised that 

both the brothers have a good standing in the community and 

that both were reported to have a good record in Des Moines, Iowa, — 
Ideritifi cation Division of the Duluth, Minnesota, 


Police Department, stated he had no information in his files concerning 
7 the [ L - Oo 7 | 
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¢. UNITED \ GOVERNMENT 
tt Director, BI a ee _— Ce DATE:. August 1 1 1951. 7 


SAC, Omaha - 


) INTERSTATE. TRANSPORTAIION OF ei DEVICES. 


7 Od. wa ap 


evens a——. 5) 4/5. Omaha, Nebraska, SA “v6 


= | 18/923 Springfield, THinels,; and ‘Minneapolis. letter to Director, — Ic. 
a a ec eC ae 
Bea “‘Tavestigation by ‘the Omaha Office has tot discldsed any further va 

pertinent activity. on ‘the part: of or other, known representatives - 


of the PASTER interests of St. Pau] 
. except, that -on .June. 1, 1951, 
part time representative of such 


Minnesota, ‘in the Davenport, Towa, area, 
EeClaire, fowa, ‘presumed ‘to be a 
titerests in the Daven ort, Iowa, area, made 
a superficial and nonspecific inquiry “of - 


Bs P.0.E., Davenport, Iowa, as to whether the slots omed.by that club were’ | 
°°... -still on hand, indicating that at some indefinite, time in the ‘future he: might 
ee be. interested in | acquiring same, . : 


a. . In view Of. the rather substantial ‘quantity of. information deve loped ” 
‘in: instant investigation reflecting that the PASTER interests have been, and 


| perhaps still are, actively engaged in handling. slot’ machines, and further, ~ 


in-view of the absence of information tending to indicate that a subsequent 


_.. violation may. be expected to occur at Davenport, Towa, involving. “such: interests, 
- Vit is suggested that the Minneapolis Office proceed with | ‘such investigation °_ 
as it may deem appropriate with regard to both instant case and. ‘the general . . 
rae pertinent, activities of the PASTER interests, oe } NE 


-adviséd of. any seemingly pertinent information ; hereafter developed by this 
(office, ee | . ey hae 


The Bureau, “Minneapolis,. and Springfield Offices will be immediately 


an investigative report’ covering investigation to date is | presesitly 


in she peoooie of, preparation.’ 


ao ~ "Minneapolis - (Air Mei) 


| Springfield (Air Nall) 7 ce - “RECORDED ‘1. a a a 
a ny ee _ INDEXED - ae” 6 U3 129. 32 
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" STANDARD FORM No. 64 e>> 


Office Mo” in ; “UNITED LES GOVERNMENT 


. 7 “3 DIRECTOR , FBI ee oe | , DATE: _ 8/2/51 
- mn (; SAC, MINNEAPOLIS = i 


: re tt was. et. al. : “5 


The Washington Field Office should refer to SAC Letter No. 66, Series 19515 BIC 


‘That Letter sets forth a list of ‘companies who have registered “ath th 


INTEXSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF - 


GAMBLING DEVICES or 


dated 7/3/51, Paragraph (ade 9. 
} ttorney 
General. as provided by Section 3 of Public Law 906, and it is noted unser 26 
that the only company listed for ‘Minnesota is Jerry's Coin Machine. Repairs 


© 410 North Syndicate Street, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


the last paragraph of that letter reflects that any information or complaints | 


coming. to the attention of the field office which would indicate the assistance 
of other dealers and gambling devices as described by Public: Law 906, should 
be made the subject of an. immediate investigation and a lead be set out to 

the Washington Field Office to check the records ot the Department to determine 


_if the company is registered with the: Attorney General. at that time. 


tegen case, of which Omaha is: origi pontains detailed information: concerning 


thewPaster Distributing Company and theAYayflower Distributing Company, 2218 
University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, of which HERMAN ASTER is President _ 
and ALLEN ISADORE ILVA is Vice- President. 


‘The ‘Washington Field Office requested two copies of bhe report of Special Agent. 


‘Minneapolis, dated 3/22/51 which case was then entitled, 


7 "UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Slot Machines, Private Ciubs, Davenport, Iowa. Purchase and > 


Interstate Transportation to St. Paul, hidnnesota-. INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 


| GAMBLING. DEVICES . " 


Unless ‘the Omaha Office ‘has already requested the Washington ield. Office to do 
so, it is requested that the Washington Field office conduct. appropriate inquiry 


. to determine if the above two companies and/or individuals are registered with 


the Attorney General. 


opies of the report of the Washington Kield Office should. ‘be furnished to the 
Eikeosott sg receiring copies of this communication. 
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THIERSTATE TRATSPORUATTON 
OF GAMBLING DLCVICES 
(Urfile 71-161} 


Re Minneapolis letter dated i july 23, 1951, in above captioned 
MAGUCY y. 


Instant letter transmitted enclosures with request that 
photostati¢ copies be prepared and forwarded to all offices receiving 
a copy of this communication. In accordance with request these 
photostats are avtached, ‘the original enclosure is being returned 
iti) jinneapolis Office as per their requests 


a 


j at | | | 
at Omahs re 216) (i i lg 


ai Gh eago (71. Sih) (With end ope) - 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI | _ DATE: 
. i 
“agen : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS | | 
# sunyecr Wase eteal. mo 
Voy _ INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF ~~ “ 
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ft Most of the information set forth re wags 
furnished by 


East Grand Forks, Minnesota, who fur- 


fe nished information relative to his campaigning for ELMO pe 

va ‘NCHRISTIANSON, who was then running for the position of ~~ 

A 4 Attorney General of the State of North Dakota. It will be : 

Yo noted that[ ss |Jfurnished information rdlative to © 6 
‘CHRISTIANSON approaching him relative to placing pin-ball . bIC 


and slot machines in the State of North Dakota, and as a 
result thereof,[______Jmet HERMANXPASTER, President, and 
ALLE \NILVA Vice-President, PASTER ‘Distributing Company 
and Mayflower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, 


- PENDING INVESTIGATION REGARDING [ | 


is presently under investigation by this 
connection with the case entitled 


Federal Lending and Insurance Agency - RFC, BRIBERY". That 
file (Minneapolis File #8o-l60) reflects that Ld con- 
tactea| an attorney at St. Paul, Minnesota, in an effort | 
to obtain an RFC Loan for his business. [_ Joffered to ome . 
obtain a loan of approximately $78,000 through REC § he 7 Deda . 
in return for a fee of $2,000, plus 5% of (iene. * “? Swe 
! | when disbursed. [___] paid $1,000 and was told by. 
po that he "didn't want to know what the money was to be used 
| for", That file contains other detaile sd by Lo} which 


7 was Turnished in a signed- Sworn | statement by 
a a @ 


“ any am 
Re - aN ity if WE ype 7 _ REcORREg, VaR aM! Hz Bey 39 
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wo 


— ————E Grand Forks, North: Dakota 
| Police Department, advised on December 30, 1950, that one of | 


his sources stated a plan was under foot to flood North 


_ Dakota with some sort ofa. gembling machine; and that there 
“was, supposed to be a "car load” of the ‘gambling devices: stored - . 


at the Kedney Warehouse, Grand Forks, North Dd& ota. 


| 


1 
\ 
5 
{ 


4 


. ‘in on the scheme, as well as 
_. ‘dealer and politician, and 
| + Dakota BRwyere! 


i would become legal. 


advised he understood that ELMO T. CHRISTIANSON, the newly 


elected. Attorney General for the State of North Dakota, was > 3 
a local’ automobile. 
& Grand Forks, North | 


———, Riviera Loungs, 113 North. 
Third stres » Grand Forks, North-Dakota, 


advised he was aware.of a proposed: Chene o flood North Dakota  .,. . 
with a pin-ball machine known as “one-ball". [____]statea he pie 
‘understood the present pin-ball machines and. — amusement — 
devices were to be outlawed,-and‘that.the "one-ball" machine 
[—_{rurther understood there would -be 
‘a "pay-off", and that the player of the "one-ball" machine, \ 
i upon obtaining &’ winner would collect from the bartender or 
roprietor of the store where the machine was operated. 
further stated it Was rumored that ELMO T. CHRISTIANSON . 
Rad received a brand new 1950 Oldsmobile "88" Rocket, in addition 
“to receiving $5,000. in cash. [_] stated "this contribution" 
was donated by the manufacturers of the "one-ball" machine, . 
which was manufactured bya Twin Cities (Minnesota). concern.: 


Recording ee 
Amusement Company, 93e North Fourth Street, Grand Forks, North 


Dakota, was to place the machines in Grand Forks establishments. 
‘stated he was .told there was a car load of the “oneball" — 


. machines presently stored.at the Kedney Warehouse, ‘where they 


are reported to be consigned to[_} According to 


. r 


told him that these machines were not. owned by him, ut: 
were on: consignment from a: Minne apolis or St. Paul» manufacturer, 


“gecording to [1] wes to run the | 


- scnome in the northern part of North Dakota. Also, that 


: (ouring the Fall: of 1950, - solicited a contribution - 


- 2 
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° from him;[______} for cuRistianson.. [___| stated no doubt | 

‘CHRISTIANSON and[_____—id| are closely connected politically, 

- both being connected with the non-partisan ieague, a branch: 
ot the ‘Republican. Party of NopGh: DAEOUR. ) | , oo 


Tn Februar 195%, | 


Grand Forks, North Dakota, told © 
IN THE STRICTEST OF CONFIDENCE, amd 
| : “no further 


" Ee 
than to Agent [—_] and UNDER NO CONDITIONS SHOULD 
IDENTITY BE REVEALED, that CHRISTIANSON is approximately 2 
: years. of age and’ has very. aittle, it anys legal experience. 


a _ Co advised further that ‘CHRISTIANSON is a person 
op no financiel means and remarked that a $25. check which 
CHRISTIANSON, gave for filing for election "pounced"; that. 
. CHRISTIANSON has made his livelihood as a 
further stated he observed CHRISTIANSON, shortly after | 
- Sey 1, 1951, driving a new 1950 Oldsmobile "88" Rocket, and 
he further, understood CHRISTIANSON received ‘a $5,000 sum from 
-  'gome gambling device manufacturer in. the Twin Cities (Minnesota) 
ot Tor CHRISTIANSON's protection. er Ss 


_ psec lbointea out ‘that: there was no ‘doubt but that. 
_ the non-par isan league faction of the Republican Party is” 
controled primarily by United States Senator WILLIAMNLANGER, 
ah! of Fargo, North Dakota, recently defeatéd non- | 
_ partisan league candidate for the governorship of. North Dakota, 
and LOUSSTEARNS, who has controling interest-in'the Minot : 
Bottling Company,. Minot, North Dakota. advised. STEARNS 
is an old hoodlum and has had his ey / 


jail sentence for him in the past. 
is. absolutely no doubt in‘his mind bu there is a connection 
with LOU STEARNS, ‘CHRISTIANSON, [____Jand several others in 
the. setting up of. Bampeens throughout North Dakota. : _ 


contacted him during — 
. and 


pointed out that there > 


 - INTERSTATE: TRANSPORTATION OF a es . 
- GAMBLING. DEVICES - _ . , 


propositioned him to :allow: him, 
unch-boards. stated shortly after. 
approached LOU STEARNS at Bismarck, North 


“to -operate { 


- Dakota, and LOU:‘STEARNS offered him $l; 000 a- month for: ‘the | 


privilege | of STEARN's organization to operate’. slot-machines. 
. solely in: the western part of North Dskota, [__|further.. 
- stated he was offered $9 5 000. a year by ‘STEARNS for the operation - 


of Mack-Pot! punch boardse ‘| | said. his “answer ‘to. STEARNS 


ree felt.certain that 'some.sort of a "crooked déal" was. BID 
- » Déing cooked up by CHRISTIANSON, LOU STEARNS, and others. a 
- >: bécause good. investigators ve 
‘have been dismissed or have eon 288 igned ” Oo insignificant : SO 
‘territories. — a Cc — a | an De 


es During, the latter part of January; 1951, Lov STEARNS | 
suddenly - died in'Minot, North Dakota, and stated that 


.. ‘because of this,: CHRISTIANSON now desires to ‘pull out of: the 


whole. thing" as. ‘STEARNS was his boss ard. at. the: present. time * 


“ QHRISTIANSON has.a sum of_money and a new car, which he must 


‘hot produce for ANYONE » marked - that. many individuals . 
who have made substantial contributions, and being without. 
_- the support of: CHRISTIANSON, are going to. suffer financial a 


oo losses and will become. ANgrys _ 


te TF states CHRISTIANSON has a most Linited mental 
capacity: and was. frightened by the passage. of. ‘pecent Federal — 


| Laws: regarding gambling devices, and a arently. wants. to rid. 


himself of all responsibility3, that has had a.falling- 
out with CHRISTIANSON; that recentl: called at his . 
office and indicated to[__] that had been retained 


ag ce counsel. by. parties adverse ‘to the gambling schemé.. 


stated this was not. ‘the CaSe, and he himself. is merely’ 


en interested. bystander. Sa ats 
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2 | viewed” : “ request, at’ the | 
oe, - Bast Grard Forks, Minnesota.-” advised 
he bo resides at -Grand Forks,.. North. Dako tae 


‘stated he wanted Agent.[ _| to ‘know’ that-he would. 


be willing to. ‘give: “information: ‘in his’ aa PET that. would be 


BS of ‘interest to .the Government... 


admitted: he: ‘is: definitely - 


- Snterested in North’ Dakota. Politics and plans to. run: for State” 


. Senator from: Grana - Forks. ‘He. stated he. was | interested - in. the. 


 pecent. campaign of CHRISTIANSON, and that he had beén' a large. 


contributor and had traveled throughout ‘Nor th Dakota with | 
CHRISTIANSON campaigning with and for him. ‘stated. 


Oo. hig purpose in endeavoring to, elect CHRISTIANSON. was to. obtain: | 
7o. some prestige for himself; to get some. ‘appointments in the. Office 


of ‘the Attorney, General | rand TO. sell automobiles. mf 7 a — 
BIC 
7 ) stated he had never personally observed any. a 
‘gambling ‘devices or machines, — but said he was positive a good 


_ {|} mumber. of them were. stored in-a warehouse: in Minots: North : Bata, 
-| and owned ‘by LOU’ STEARNS. He: farther. stated there.was no doubt | 
7. but that Lou STEARNS, - in addition to CHRISTIANSON .and. others, ~ 


|/ definitely planned ‘to place pin-ball machines throughout North — 
-. Dakota. Cet said he had no. personal connection with this- 
' “gcheme. .He stated the. pin-ball machines were to. be- purchased ~ 


- oe from. the\Mayflower Novelty Company, St. Paul, Minnesota,: of 
- which HERMANNPASTER - is the owner, and which -is also: known as" 


the PASTER Distributing Company. 
' deal-was closed, LOU STEARNS sent 


advised when thet 
of Minot, North Dakota, and a third: person, -°. 


» “Gdentity unknown to St. Paul to contact. officials: of the May-:.” 


flower Novelty.company.. [_____] stated when these, individuals: 


_ arrived for the. conference, ‘PASTER pérsonally ‘called. him, 


- BRTMens | he should deal with. 


to. ascertain if. and were the: 


7 | advised since the ‘death. of Lou STEARNS, “| 
: CHRISTIANSON wants. to get out of the matter as he is now... 
responsible “to no’ one. [____] further stated the.machines’ 
_ sent. to North Dakota’ by the Mayflower Novelty Company are 
 gtill owned by that. company: and their. problem isto, get them 
out, of the states. — rar 


“In eegard. to ‘the. | Kedney Warehouse, ‘Grand. ‘Forks, 


1 wort Dakota, mentioned - (Shove. a | Separate. file, Ths 189); was. : 


. * * . ' 
* : ve . 
. . ' 
d . . 
eo - 
. 


ae: onéd, and that ‘file reflects -that on Marci 9, +1951, J. 
Hever stored there. He stated that. on December 28, 1950,: 
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Kedney Warehouse,. advised that. machines.,were: 


| called and: asked to. store: 10 washing. machines; but. 
| he never sent. then. Lote . _ ot , 


ADDITIONAL DATA FURNISHED BY 


_ East Grand Forks, Minnesota, advised SA : 
on June 2&9, 1951, that he wanted to furnis Some | | 
“Information, inasmuch as his life has been threatened; and ‘he . 
would testify if “necessary to any of the» following information. 


| ae stated during’ the Sumner’ of 1950, he campaigned. 
for CHRISTIANSON? that CHRISTIANSON approached him-relative to : a 


. > placing pin-ball . and slot machines: in North. Dako ta,’ and. stated | 


of the profits; that CHRISTIANSON suggested he go to:St.Paul; : 


_... he did not know: whom. CHRISTIANSON meant; _that: CHRISTLANS ON 


when the plan was in operation he,[__ |. would receive 50%: : 


“be 
Minnesota to see those boys". At this time ‘stated: a 


‘instructed him to contact Bismarck, : North . 
Dakota, to ascertain the identity of the individuals. 
stated| had nothing whatever to do with the:plan, and 
that ‘is presently employed as an Agent: of the United 
States Secret. Service at Baltimore, ‘Maryland. stated: 
he telephonically contacted and stated he would _ 
geygD letter of” introduction, . which he. Subsequently: 
received. | | , 


7 This letter | is “dated October Ly: 1950, - and is addressed 
| nto whom it may concern" and loaned’ .the same to this | 
office. py stated attache he letter was a. yeiiow ve 
_ Sheet of paper on. which’ was type written ‘the. following: ce 


le "Very. important people. treat. as such. “Yeas - 


my name as you’ see Pity. en 
HERMAN PASTER ca us 
2218" Univ: Ave Stead” 


Pres of Paster Distributing’ Co 7 
7 » Mayflower. Distributing Co. 
Vice Pres Allen Nilve" 

: a oe 


_ a , _ ; : ello 
. . i ‘ho 
' . 
‘ tao. or . * . . 
: . soon . . a 
, a a 
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oe (] statea the above mentioned yellow ‘sheet | 
a indicated to. him who the individuals in St.Paul, Minnesota a, 
.. were that he was to contact, and that immediately upon receiving 
the above letter he telephonically contacted. HERMAN PASTER = _. 
. at St. Paul, Minnesota, who. Pequested him: to come. to Ste. Paul.. a 
, Anmediately. | : Sk es oe va 


ree ‘The ‘above mentioned ‘Letter, ° ith: yellow sheet, 
ag well as another letter to.be mentioned hereinafter are 
|. being transmitted herewith to the. Bureau, and it is requested | 


|]. that the. Bureau prepare photostatic.copies of these three 


communications. and forward a set to each of the offices receiving. 
44 copies. of this. communication. The . three» originals should be . 
jo returned ‘tO this (of Tice, as they. must be returned to 


VISIT IN TWIN CITIES WITH HERMAN PASTER 


[______] stated he met. HERMAN PASTER at the Dyclman a 

Ho tel ,: ‘Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the purpose of raising . _ 
campaign funds for the election of CHRISTIANSON; that PASTER 

. . stated if CHRISTIANSON was elected, PASTER, would be defrayed . 

of all the election expenses and informed |_—___] that he, : bo 
: > would lose no thing. : : } Sle | TE 


stated shortly. after the eléction that - 
PASTER telephonical ly contacted him and.said "get your man md 


past him right down", To _____] telephonically contacted | 


. CHRISTIANSON at Cavalier, North Dakota, where CHRISTIANSON . 

.. was residing and they flew to Minneapolis, Minnesota, | md won 
met. at the airport by HERMAN. PASTER; who took both of them: 

‘directly to the Mayflower Distributing. Company, St. Paul, © 


| ‘Minnesota, where PASTER showed them four floors of the build- 


- ing at the warehouse, which[ ___] stated was’ littered | 
-with thousands of slot machines. and other gaming machines; 


- that CHRISTIANSON told him, [___} to find out out much 


_money PASTER was going to come across with. Then, - 
and CHRISTIANSON were taken into PASTER's private office where : 


‘he opened a large leather case and began showing them letters — 
he received f rom various n bag shots" threughout the: > country. 


a | observed among the kb tters was. a very 
“friendly ‘Letter to HERMAN PASTER. from the Attorney General of 
. the State of Wisconsin at Madison, Wisconsin. PASTER, in 

oa their | Presence, telephonically contacted this: individual at 
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Bt arene oa was. et. gh 
, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF > 0 
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“Madison, Wisconsin, and appeared to have a friendly coriversation . 


o. With, hime: - stated he ‘believed PASTER made. this phone. 
“- gall ‘alledgedly to. “the | Attorney | ‘General (et Wisconsin, to. 
co Bappoee ‘them. | : 


“PAS THR: aso exhibited’ to then’ ‘Letter: signed by: the von 
of the City of. St. Paul, ‘Minnesota, 


and, that letter reflected the writer's thinking that: SANTA CLAUS”. 


care. oncé a year, but-she now knows otherwise. | stated.” 


no doubt this woman had received sone gift and sent a letter 


of appreciation. PASTER told them thaths felt they should never 


talk to.anyone else ‘and should tell no one about: their. dealings...” 


i PASTER then gave CHRISTIANSON a camera, which . develops pictures a 


-- ina few minutes. PASTER. also stated he did not want CHRISTIANSON . 
_ - .to do anything- Ncrooked!, but he. wanted CHRISTIANSON to “over- : 


look a' few lawst!;". and that he would expect-CHRISTIANSON to . 


- write some favorable: opinions..: PASTER also told CHRISTIANSON 


that he would not have to worry about writing the opinions, Qs. 


he, PASTER, would see that the opinions were typed. out in St. 


. ° Thbinioas; Thine? 
. . hey: CHRISTIANSON, PASTER and aL LEN. NILVA had dinner,.and. immediately 


Paul, Minnesota, and forwarded ‘to CHRISTIANSON in Bismarck, 7 
North Dakota. - —_ - | : 


ACHTVITIES IN ‘CHICAGO 
While in - PASTER's: Private office, PASTER ‘telephonically | 


+ contacted 


iately. That same evening stated that - 


after they, with the exception of NILVA, flew to Chicago and they 


took a taxi.diréctly to the Sherman Hotel, Chicago, Illinois 
and PASTER took them to the tenth floor. According to 


"whieh was sometime in November 1950,. 


and Associates occupied. Rooms 1008, 1009,’ 1010 and - 
1012. Upon arriving at the suite of rooms at about 8 P. Mey 
shortly after CHRISTIANSON 


was elected, they .met.in these rooms 
‘of ‘the Valley Corporation, two body guards 6: 
‘three prostitutes. - About a half hour. later, CHRISTIANSON was: 


\. taken “into one of the rooms by[_} PASTER and[ oo} ma 


stated he Was not invited. During: the. conference © 
CHRISTIANSON. apparently was given a silver cigdrette service 


.. outfit, made of sterling ~ silver, and.a. ‘beautiful brown leather | 
-- Ladies. urse, ° ‘a. set. of pearls- and various other gifts,-as — 


Stated he helped CHRISTIANSON pack these gifts when 


- 
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. Valley Corporation, Chicago, Tlijnois,; 
told. ASTER to. ine F CHRISTIANSON, to.:Chicago, 
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they returned | ‘to Minneapolis and. Grand. Forks. [Ol statea 


this incident occurred the same evening -EZZARD. CHARLES. and 


Ry JOE WALCOTT fought, as they watched the fight on television, 


stated he, PASTER and CHRISTIANS ON spent the night . 


in the above -mentionéd rooms and flew back to Minneapolis the. 
following day. According Shr enmal appeared to... 


- be. the big boss as his. two bo y guards and referred 
to | : | | Se a , | 


as "Chief". ns 
ACTIVITIES. INV MINNEAP OLIS-ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA | 


]statea. upon. returning ‘to. Minnes) ols, ae 


of PASTER and[ nd stated that it probably was. not. good | 

to be seen in such company. PASTER :-then took CHRISTIANSON to- | 

an exclusive ments shop in St. Paul, Minnesota, where he purchased 

for him_a_blue suit, which cost over $100, and also_purchased a 
nat. [|__| stated that PASTER also bought oe a 

hat. At this time ALLEN NILVA was present: and. CHRISTIANSON 


-""- pemarked.that he. would wear that. suit at his inauguration. 


further stated that afterwards, PASTER told-‘him ‘and. 

_ CHRISTIANSON that the next time they came to olis, he, 
.-PASTER, would have some money for oe pememeen oeeTeS | 
up to this time no money had passed between PASTER, CHRISTIANSON, 
or himself, as.far as he knew. | PASTER also told CHRISTIANSON 
that he would probably be’ contacted. by individuals with proposed 
gambling schemes, nd other "propositions" and PASTER toh. | 
CHRISTIANSON he should become very. violent with such persons and - 
threaten to literally"throw ‘them out of the office". . PASTER © 
remarked that no matter what propositions | CHRISTIANSON Tecelvods 


op dee PASTERs . “would do better". 


. gtated it was their. “intention to return 
to Grand Forks, North Dakota, the same day, but because of 
airplane trouble, he and CHRISTIANSON steyed at the Nicollet: . 
Hotel in.Minneapolis, Minnesota that evening and returned by-: 

‘PAB ne to Grand, Forks 5 North Dekota the Next. O8y 
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IN TERS TATE TRANSPORTATION. OF. 
“GAMBLING DEVICES”. m 


[ADDINTONAL VISE £0 0 ST.PAUL op 


a “Daring the latter: part. of: November’ 1950; 
_gtated he receive hone’ all from PASTER, who instructed | 


. that’he bring to Ste. Paul, : Minnesota,- He: - 
stated. operates ‘amasement ‘devices in Grand Forks, North 


Dakota; that he did‘not contact _Jbut went to St. Paul 

alone and: at. the Mayflower. Distributing Company, St. Paul, 
Minnesota: , “he ‘found. various. amusement ‘devices operators ” tel, 
pes who" were. there for the purpose. of holding. @ meeting | os 


recalled the following individuals who’ were there: 


Do “According ‘to[ oT PASTER informed those. persona _ 
at this meeting that he had invested a lot of money, and that 
. °' af the operator wanted to have their machines in North. Dakota, 
. they were going to have to "kick in". -PASTER:also told.all ./ 
-- of them that he had spent. considerable money, and he would 


be, 
TC 


have to be taken care of.:. PASTER further told these woeietors 


that.after January. 1,. 1951, North Dakota would. be wide open. aa 
---and that they could operate in all public ple.ces’ they. wanted = © 


to, but PASTER pointed out that the private clubs would: be 
handled exclusively by the Mayflower Distributing Company. ..-- 
said that’ PASTER then told these operators how_much_ 


: - Shey would ‘have. to pay monthly. to him,. , but on 
| stated he. could , not recall the exact tigures. mentioned | by FASTER. ae 


re further stated that PASTER: hea . assured eS 
- CHRISTIANSON and himself that the minimum money: they. would. make 
per month would be $3, 500, and.as mentioned before, 


gtatted: he himself was:to receive. a half. also: stated. . 


- PASTER told.these operators that there.was.a very high’ ae 


oo Dakota official who was. ‘interested in this. plan, arid that- 


although PASTER would.not mention CHRISTIANSON, all sof those |. 

persons knew whom-he was talking about. PASTER stated that 

this high official would be kmown as "JOHNNY BELOW-ZERO". 
-PASTER “also :made.it very clear. that. ‘all’ the machines. ‘to be 


. taken to North Dakota would have ‘to be Purchased from HERMAN 
RASTER: 3 


“After attending this noobie, ——— statoa % he. 


_ returned. to Grand Forks,. North Dakota,. and about one. week 


later he received a phone ‘call from PASTER, who told him to. | | 
come to St. Paul, Minnesota, | immediately with CHRISTIANSON me 


oe We 8 


° 3: [axemar- tte was. et. be oo 7ne3-5. 
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i al ve . 


OS nten. they ‘did, ‘dnd at’ that.‘time: ALLEN NILVA gave “GHRISTIANSON - ; 


a sum of money. and. ‘subsequently. CHRISTIANSON. Stated. it was- 


.» $17,000... At. this’ time PASTER al'so told CHRISTIANSON "to, get... 


_ going on the plan right away". PASTER.‘also: gave CHRISTIANSON 
‘-a.“statement for. the press", which ‘statement. was. to advise the - 


- ehtizens. of North Dakota that GHRISTIANSON and his office were’ 


to: be very strict: in the enforcement. of” ‘the taws against ‘puneh- ce 
boards - and slot-machines... : co | Cae by 


ACTIVITIRS IN NORTH DAKOTA 


stated. at about: this. time Lou STRARN endeavored 
with one: of his ‘own' men’ named 


to ‘replace. him, 
. an ex-convict, residing at. Towner, North Dakota; 4@ | 
about the: same time. stated he himself received several. 
‘phone. falls from “the son-in-law of[—__———=si+di ‘and 
Bet out or your life won't 


_..be- wor a nickle". De a _ co co 


‘stated on or about. ‘December 1, 1950, he: 


- — peceived another phone call. from HERMAN PASTER, who » wan ted to. °° b6 


“> see him immediately. | Upon contacting PASTER, 


i bTC 
had been in to see him, and PASTER. asked if he: oo, re 
. and CHRISTIANSON were having any trouble and. stated — 
he told PASTER everything was going smoothly. At this ‘point ~ 
 PASTER suddently pulled a gun out .of ‘his desk drawer and told - _ 
. that he’ kept the gun. for a. certain purpose, and: furthers 
more that the gun was for. “People who ‘talked too much". ae 


— a oF tation that-prior to January 1, ‘1951, some. 
> Woné-ball! consoles, sometimes. referred to as_ a "flat- -top®. 


- had been shipped into. North Dekota by the Mayflower. Distributing | 

Company, and he. was quite certain these. machines were serit. oo 
-' to Devils Lake, North. Dakota, “New. Rockford,” Minot. and Williston, tee 
a al 1 North Dakota. » oe, a a 


_ ae leurther. advised ‘that just: before the, first” 
— of Januaryy 1951; he: received another phone call from PASTER, - a 
. who asked him if he could find*a‘place to store 150 "one-ball" 
machines. | stated he ‘thought he could arrange it-and: |. 
“he then called - Manager, Kedney Warehouse, Grand... - 
Forks, North.Dakota. stated he asked if he -..- 
had space to store 150 washington machines, but. he-stated = _ | 
.' these machines never came to Grand’ Forks 5, North ‘Daota, md: he 

: does not Imow what Isppened. to them. a Te 


‘stated be solicited 
of Minot, North Dakota, 


| - Prior. to: January Lol 1 
and. received $815 from| 


. . . 
a, 
. : : 
at + 
+ 
. 7 Li * 
.- . . t 
‘ 
: . eo . 


'- for CHRISTIANSON. 
a 1950 Buick Special from the Dakota Motor Company;,; Grand | 


oe ee: was. eteale 60) Jea352 
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whieh’ money. was: ‘for: nia ing a. ‘downpayment, on a new ‘gutomobile - 
stated he personally. purchased ~ 


-: | -Forks, North Dakota, and the balance of the money.was_ furnished’ 
. by- the: Minnesota National Bank,’ Fast. Grand Forks,. Minnesota," - 


‘who has a ‘“mortgage on the balance and [___]stated this” 


BO car was subsequently delivered to. CHRISTIANSON. 7 


. " : stated about this time he became conscience” 
of a feeling of being tout of the. picture" and around. January ds). 


” Ss he began. ‘SO lose interest in the plan, ‘ 


hal 


stated that. after CHRISTLANS ON became 


oot Attorney. General and moved to Bismarck, North Dékoéta; that he’ ee 


himself gave CHRISTIANSON Gl.,000 to apply on the purchase price... 


'. and he ‘stated this. money was for the new. home which CHRISTIANSON 


. purchased at. S gheck fox GI,000; as welt further that he took 


_» CHRISTIANSON! s check for $4,000, as well as a note. | 


“Around: January 15, 1951, he. handled. the’ gale of” 


eis rans? Aome at Cavalier, North Dakota, which was norteaged, 


and he managed to receive $1, 500 for Himself: from : the. sale of 


__ this. homes. . 


Sly 000 : in campaign: contributions from 
a‘place of business between Bismarck and M 
-as Well .as from a "big. boy” who operates the main night spots 


stated he received © 
who. operdtes 
ndan, North Dakota, — 


‘Around January 6; 1981, 


at Dickinson, North Dakota. Also, that he: obtained gfe 
of Fargoy North. Dakota; $5006 - Te 


| stated that. al. though he. received the 25800 
“fren the sale’ of the house, the $1, 000 in contributions and. 


".. 8500. from[> ]} that CHRISTIANSON was still indebted to him, o 


and that whenever he talked to CHRISTIS iNSON about his settlement, eo 


me CHRISTIANSON would find | some. excuse.» 


During + a. conversation in CHRISTIANSON’ s office in. 


be State. Capitol Build ing Bismarck, North. Dakota, CHRISTIANSON 


 gautioned: him from speak ing to the F.B.I., ad indicated. that. hey. 


| might have to "frame" some, innocent Persone. | 


. , + 
. a , . . 
’ ‘—_ ™ “ ‘ 
1 . 4 
ios ' 
. 
cS ‘ 
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eae ” some stime- in . February. q95i, CT s: stated he: a 
‘pecoived: a. telephone call from .CHRISTIANSON, who advised. him 


ao Sothat ‘FLBeT. Agents had: been in his office,,and that» he had 


said nothing, arid - ‘CHRISTIANSON advised: to say absolutely | 
“nothing if he were, contacted bythe F. Bei... (This information. | 


ws As. believed, erroneous as no B.Be I. Agents interviewed Sailor) 


BR he would “blow the whole thing 


we 


: stated. that: about. "36 ‘hours: ‘after: ‘he received. 
“this. phone call he- peceived a visit from a’ attorney,” <.. 
co from Fargo, North. Dako ta, and - who is associated With CHRISTIANSON. 
=e him that “he should beware. of ‘the-F.B.I."- Ste 
Ss 


tated he. told ‘that he was through with CHRISTIANSON and 
‘that both went é Dakota Hotel where telephonically © Ss 
‘contacted CHRISTIANSON and.at. that time ‘Stated he told ‘b6 


(CHRISTIANSON: wha t he: ‘thought of hin. eT Sota eee “bIC 


a I “puring the. latter ‘part ‘Of March’ 1 513° CHRISTIANSON. 

oe came to Grand Forks, North Dakota, and. stated he arvenged | 
a meéting between CHRISTIANSON, oo 
- Devils Lake, North Dakota, and himself, and at that 

-meeting he heard CHRISTIANSON definitely give orders: . 

to. contact all tspots" and to advise. them ‘to open wide. wpe 

| CHRISTIANSON: also advised[_——=sdwtha'& he was interested in: .. 

‘collecting the, 20%, from the. proceeds taken. ‘in by the machines. | 


advised. shortly after A nil 1, 1951, he 
“telephonically contacted 


‘Bismarck, North: Dakota; and advised 


“to, pay. of f Immediately | 
within afew hours 


arrived in Grand Forks, North Dakota, and gave him, 
his personal check for $1550.. [___ } stated this check was’ 
‘in complete payment of all’ indebtedness. between hins elf and. . 
“Gao eheew i ‘that he- thereafter. returned to" CHRISTIANSON the » 

14.000 check and his ‘personal notes , | ee 


oo Jalso remarked. that CHRISTIANSON | has: a _— 
_ prother- in-law residing: at Crystal,. North Dek.ota, whio ‘was: sent’ = | 
'.to. the. Mayflower Distributing Company for. two” or three, months to 
S obeedn | inform tion 1 regarding machines. ye cee 


‘stated he feels. confident ‘that ELMO. : 

CHRISTIANSON” has received in excess of $15,000: from HERMAN © en 
“QPASTER, and other. operators. and: individuals *connectsa withthe : 
> a te 


' . a 
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: "on January: dy AGSLe 


. put 


written | letter, dated January 29 5° 1951, ‘signed ‘by’ , 
“.. Pioneer Sales Company,. Williston, North. Dakota, amd this Teter... 


“pg: [7 YJ ase etiale : 
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i 


“above: scheme prior. to. his’ td ing office as  attomey, Genera. 


| ye (TT TF rte stated as ‘far, as “he mows, the. 


“Cpanel scheme. hasbeen put-into operation, and-that in 
“os specially the western. part: of North. Dakota the. machines ‘are 
_ operating, and that considerable, money. is s being made, | 


aa . ‘advised. ‘that he was” dn’ ‘Minneapolis, ime 
‘Sota, on June 20, 1951,. and : stopped. at the Nicollet. Hotel,. and- 


“that While there he:was approached.by both PASTER and ALLEN | 


.* .NILVA. ', PASTER told him that he Understood, .that: he, 


es) Shed” ‘been do ing. a lot. of talking: to the: F. Baiks ‘NILVA and PASTER ° 
' | -guggested. that they have a conference. ‘the following morning, | ae 
stated he became frightened and. aAmediately, returned | a 


to Grad. Borks 5. North. Dakotas 


neemegiated Hie» coulda have. ‘overlooked | some. Anfor=s 


“matign which might be pertinent, but that he would. be. Mi LLIng .. 


Bo, give’. ‘whatever. assistance he can in the. future; and he stated 


> iP his: testimony were needed in courts: that ‘he would be-more’ 


Sa 
~ 


| than glad to testify. ae on an - es 


also loaned this 6ffice’ ‘a three pag. 6 | hand=~ 


“is being. transmitted herewith to the Bureau with the other. ‘tho | 
items previously mentioned, in order: that Photostatic. “copies: 

. of the: same may. be made. | ed BT Lae : 
wed, = th. view. of the. ‘fact. that previous. ‘peports from. “the. 
Omaha oftice. make reference: to the ‘fact. that no specific 


a . 


"investigation should’* be conducted unless instructed, this. erties 


‘will continue: to be on the alert-to receive information and. if. 
.game is pecéived ‘the. Bureau and interested offices will. be 
appropriately adviseds ! n°: 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: 8-11-51 
oy Springfield Ai go / 
- ; j | 
SUBJECT: WAS, BT AL i] : 
| IT GD 
b6é 
b7C 


Enolosed.is one copy of the report of SAT 
Springfield, dated 7-6-51, as per your 
request. ; 
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7 
Office Mem. AUN =» UNITED S$:1a1n5s GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI DATE: August 14, 1951 


A // 3/ SAC, Minneapolis 

7) 
SUBJECT: was., etal 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
GAMBLING DEVICES 


ai 
ve R74 


Re Minneapolis memo to Bureau dated August 2, 1951, reflecting that the 
only company listed for Minnesota registered with the Attorney General was Jerry's 


} Coin Machine Repair, 410 North Syndicate Street, St. Paul, Minnesota, 


iit 


A separate file (Mpls 71-172) entitled "JERRY'S COIN MACHINE REPARR, 
ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA, ITGD," was opened, and in that file there is being obtained 


some information concerning the background of JERRY T.[ _sjousxa ; b6 

who operate Jerry's Coin Machine Repair. bic 
Records at the St. Paul Credit be ara ead doott Building re) (Lok te 

Minnesota,were checked on August.8, 195F; RY Ve, auc 


USKA, and their records reflect that JERRY T. OUSKA, wite|_ ss 
reside at 894 Grand Avenue, Apartment 203, St. Paul, and that his occupation is 
given as President of Jerry’s Coin Repair, 401 North Syndicate Street, St. Paul. 
His record reflects he has a good credit record but does not use it very much. 
His previous address was 1776 Hague Avenue; in 1949 he was 54 years of age; and 
he has one son who is a student at the University of Minnesota. This record reflects 
his previous occupation as head mechanic at Mayflower Novelty Company. 


A record also was lecated 


St. Paul, 
which reflects that in 19h9 he lived at 


and in 1949-50 at 


St. Paul. His occupation is given 


The above information should be borne in mind in conducting further investi- 
gation regarding this case, bearing in mind that HERMAN PASTER, Etal, may possibly 


have an interest in Jerry' sCoin Machine Repair of Minneapolis, or may pe owner 
of same “Behind the Scene." 
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Mpls File 71-172 (Jerry's) \NDEXED - Wa ee. 28 we! 
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Office Men." dum « UNITED § GOVERNMENT ‘ 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: August 21, 1951 


SAC , Winneapolis 


SUBJECT: ‘ 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES . 
we ? 
a The following information is being submitted in order that | | 
7 it may be available to the various offices in connection with future ee 


investigations. This information will subsequently be incorporated 
in an appropriate investigative report, copies of which will be desig-~ 
nated for the U. 5S. Attorney at St. Paul, Minnesota. 


Records of the Motor Vehicle Division, State Capitol, Ste | 
Paul, Minnesota, were checked on August 9, 1951 for the following names: 


HERMAN PASTER 

Paster Distributing Company 
Mayflower Distributing Company 
Mayflower Novelty Com 

ALLEN NILVA 


As a result of checking these records, it was ascertained that _ 
the following individuals and firms have automobiles registered to them: 


175 Pinehurst Aveme 
St. Paul 5, Minnesota 


and 


Paster Distributing Company | 
2218 University Avenue 
St. Paul kh, Minnesota 


1949 Cadillac Touring Sedan | : a 
Serial. Number 11962 90180 fe 
1951 Minnesota License 821-001 | 

Had 1950 Minnesota License 101-006 


RNPr/gsf 


gig 38 


71-161 | | | RECORDED J a | \ 
ccs Omaha (71-206) INDEXED - 118 ‘Bus 23151 \ 
Chicago (71~51h) oe e 1 7 


Springfield (71~100) 
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pester h Distributing Company 
2218 University avenue — 
Ste ‘Paul 4, Minnesota ce 


~-I9h9 Cadillac Powredoor Sedan 
Serial Number 96047766 

1951 Minnesota License 821-632 sy 
| Had 1950 Minnesota license 915-7138 


Paster. "Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenue 
Ste’ Pavl hy Minnesota oe 


197 Ford Truck ne 
- Serial Number 799 Tf - 1959606 - 
1951 Minnesota License. 109-257 - 
_ Had 1950. Minnesota: License Y6l~709, 
are % 
Paster Distributing Company. 
— 2018 University: Avenne. » 
Be Paul hy Minnesota | 


ong. gtudebaker ‘Truck _ a 
| Beriak: Nwaber RS 006293 
2951 :Minnesota Bicense. 7109-256 _ 
- Hail! 1950 Mimuecota: License: 137-787 


Mayflower Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenwe => 
| Ste Paul 4, Wimesota 


- 4960: chevrolet Track | 
_ -»Serkal Number: 21HJC 954k : | . 
1951 Minnesota Duplicate License. 183 . 
Had Original 1952 Minnesota License 195-328 and 
19501 Minnesota License 10-3268 re 


ge. a 
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Mayflower Distributing Company 
- 2218 University Averme — 
Ste Paul fy Miumbeote 


7 29k9 Chevrolet Truck. oe 
Serial Number 21 SWA 192200 CO 
-. - 1951 Minnesota License 7109-268 
“Had 1950 Minnesota License 762-678 


Ste ‘Poul, 5s Minnesota - 


—-aghg Cadillac Four-door 
Serial Mumber 962 68128. | 
1961 Minnesote License 662-367 
| Had 1950 Minnesota License 530-673 
oe <a 


7 1949 Plymouth Four-door Sedan | 
. Serial Number 153. 25273 ao 
1951 Minnesota License 653-782 
Had 1950 Minnesota License 533-729. 


ae 1980 Oldsmobile Four-door 96" Selan 
. . Serial Number 50oM 15890.” Pe 
1951 Minnesota’ License 653-761 | 
‘Had 1950 Minnesota License > 870-616. | 


| : : ‘No record wes found. for the Mayflower Hovelty Company and 2 
| the following registration was also noted: 


be 
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SAC, Minneapolis August 15, 1951 
Director, FBI | 


Wags. , at als | | Pbé 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTAPION OF b7c 
GAMBLING DEVICES | 
(Your file 71-161) 
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Reurlet August 7, 1951, in which you point out that 
* ae to the association and relationship between Herman Paster 
and Allen Nilva it was your desire to r@port all information 
concerning Paster and the Mayflower Distributing Company in the 


curre inves ation being conducted uncer tne caption 
, Wage, et al.” 


No objection to this procedure ig made by the Bureau 
ag it appears that these investigations are so interrelated that 
they would necessarily fall within the same investigation. | 


The information previded the Bureau by your letter 
dated July 23, 1951, concerning Attorney General Elmo T. 
Christianson of North Dakota should be borne in mind by Agents 
conducting this investigation. Any information coming to ,;our 
attention which corroborates or reflects additional activity 
concerning Christianson should be immedixutely provided the 
Bureau by letier. 


You are instructed to give immediate and continuous 
investigative attention to this case and to advise the Bureau 


immediately of all pertinent developments. 


ce: Omaha (71-206) _ eo 


Chicago (71-51)) 
Springfield (71-100) y 
AMBemep/”" 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI | | DATE: —_ August 7, 1951 
FRO SAC, Minneapolis 
SUBJECT: wase, ET AL | IA 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


| 1g, * my : a information concern~ 
ing both thé“Mayflowér Dis: mpany and the*Pastér Digqtributing Compang, 
as both are located : Mirpesota, arid the \ 


St. Payl 
officials of both c Aiee Nt . 


Inasmuch as the companies are located in the same building and are bg} 
operated by the same individuals, it is felt that possibly the .Bureau may desi 
to have this office continue to report in the above-captioned(|__]file all “~ % 
additional information which is developed concerning these companies and officers: 
rather than open another file for the reason that if another file is opened, lim 
Similar or identical information will then have to be reported in both files. 


a 


Fe aa mo ea 
. “1 a oa ny . 


- Unless the Bureau advises to the contrary, this office will continue 
| . to report in the[__|case all additional data which is obtained regarding both 
companies and officers. | 


| | DIC 
RNP:CF a | Lf 
71-161 _ 


ce: Omaha (71-206) oP 
Chicago (71-5 1h) 7 a 
Springfield (71-100); .-— 
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“ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
THis CASE ORIGINATED at OMAHA FILE NO. 7247 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN 


WASHINGTON, D.c. | 8/17/51 


8/13/s. Ld (A) ac 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


/ 


synopsisorracts: Paster Distributing Company, 2218 University 
Avenue, St. Paul, Loe. oad. not registered - Ur 


with AG under Public Law 90 Mayflower Ww 
Distributing Company, 2218 University Avenue, 

St. Paul, Minnesota, with branch at 1209 Douglas 
street, Omaha, Nebraska, registered with AG 

June , 1951; that Omaha branch not registered 


officially. HERMAN PASTER, President, and 
Joc ae: ALLEN ISADORE NILVA, Vice President, of above 
jr firms not registered officially as individuals. 
yt may i 
; qi 78 ad RUC 


G. 1. R. -10 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 


On August 13, 1951, the writer contactedL__—_—id| 
| Offiéial Registrar of Records under Public 
aw 906 in the Office of Mr, GHARLES A, McNELIS, Attorney, 


Department of Justice, Room 3524, who advised that the-Paster 
Distributing Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, 
Minnesota s not registered with the Attorney General; 

that the*‘Mayflower Distributing Company, 2218 University 
Avenue, Ste Paul, Minnesota, with branch at 1209 Douglas 
Street, Omaha, Nebraska, registered with the Attorney 

General on dune 4, 1951; that the Omaha branch has not 
registered officially. nn fr that HERMAN PASTER, 
President, and ALLEN ISADO VA, Vice President, of the 
above firms have not registered officially as individuals, 


_DassroRERRRED On COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN fom 


7 SPECIAL AGENT | 
IN CHARGE | 


_ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPI§S of i i REPORT 


~ (1 olis 


a iabat: el y/ Minn. ) 


wh : N etr, ) 


ti agg 
PROPERT OF Fare Rech D LN IAL REPOR AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FB! AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, 


¥X «U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—--59255-1 


. . me ‘ 
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WFO 71=247 | ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE — 


REFERENCE: Letter from Minneapolis Division, dated August 2, 1951. 
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whe vos 
¥ 
SAC, Minneapolis | August 23, 1951 , 
Director, FRI ) 
| | | b6 
wase ET AL b7C 
hae 


Crocs ——— 
ecorDED - 16af /- 3/ 27. 4 i 


129 Reurlet August 7s 1951. 
Eh- Copies of the 1919 and 1950 income tax returns mentioned in 
relet have been requested and will be forwarded to you when received. 


Job:ime 


dum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: August 7, 1951 


SUBJECT: wase, ET AL : A) 4 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION og 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


In connection with instant investigation, it would be appreciated if 
the Bureau, through its contacts with the Treasury Department, could obtain 
for this office photostatic copies (certified not necessary) of the 199 and 
1950 Federal Income Tax Returns for the following: 


Mayflower Distributing Company, 2218 University Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


“Paster Distributing Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. | 
Paul, Minnesota es 


\oo 
““Ajax Refrigeration Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. . \ | 
Paul, Minnesota S ‘i 


~Frogress Finance Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, = 
Minnesota | fis 


™ Holly Sales Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, 
Minnesota 


Mr.[ sd] HERMAN ASTER, 2127 Juliet Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minnesota | 


ALLEN IS-NILVA, Attorney, 283 Carroll Avenue, St. Paul, . | 
Minnesota | a f - 
b6 


Minneapolis, = sota | | 
b7c 


Fargo, North Dakota, whose name = 7D 
mist be kept STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL, confidentially advised on August 3, 1951, 
that an of the Internal Revenue Bureau, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, are presently working on an income tax case relating to HERMAN PASTER 
and the Mayflower Jovelty Companys : ol 


tis. “4 
4 


RNP: :CF, : CH ok & | a "RECORDED - 152 1- Bla9 — Y / 


at 23 idl ~ INDEXED - 1p 


ee -_ 
ee bn (rav2da)" Ag F + aa 
Wes cake ke OD cy Oe 


baal od 


We ilLbiAcu al 


August 25, 1951. 
dhe i- 
cow be 
| Je 
The Honorable, | ene y 
The Secretary of the Tresaury, | , oy 
Washington, De Ge SO 
My dear Mr. Secretary: ~y [ 
In connection with an official fre 
investigation being conducted by the Pederal 
mureau of Investigation it would be appreciated 
if you would furnish me with uncertified copies 
of the 1949 and 1950 income tax returns for the 
following: 
ay 
fayflower Digtributin 
2215 University pees Ste ] Paul»: jinnescta 
‘Ppaster Distributing Company 
eae eave etty Avenue, Ste Paul, Minnescia 
Ajax Refrigeration Company 
een University Avenue, Ste Paul, Binnesote 
/ Progress Pinance Company 
y 15 University Avenue, Ste Paul, Ninnesots 
- (rash, s Seles Company ay . 
University Avenuc, St Pau s Minnesota 
"\/ rel | Herman| sor | | 
\ Zic7 Tullet avenue, St. Paul, filnnesota b6 
Allen {./Milva, Attorney BIC 
Caryoll. Avenue, St. Paul Mibnesote . 
SALONCEDOLIE, (RNS SOTA 
| ; ‘Sie 
“sineer veer 8 
I, 792 § ng ony " 
SUSHI G0 apie 
“ > O°s us "a S (sig a) 00 Ter e- . ot Seay 


, y ° Duchy goneral, 


Ne | } ; oy & 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
This Gace ORIGINATED AT OMAHA FILE NO. 514 


REPORT MADE AT 


4} | CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


ial 2o09) |] kono 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 


9/6/51 


TITLE , | 27, 29/51 CHARACTER OF CASE INTERSTATE 
SF TRANSPORTATION OF 
was., et al GAMBLING DEVICES 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: doing business as an _/ 
and described as one-time - 
slot machine operator and now has a county monopol 


pelt! a 7 wee 


on juke boxes, bowlin ame machines, ray guns and 

so forth. CARL [up Recar or RUPERT 
identified as holders o heeling, Illinvis telephone 
number 36 and determined to be owners of Rupert | 
Parachute Service Company and described as legitimate 
business men not known to be engaged in other 
business. Balker's Store unknown to all logical 
sources in Summit, Illinois. 


4 


te el 6 
-RUC- Gb. IC 
DETAILS: AT SAVANNA, ILLINOIS 


On July 31, 1951, WALDO J. FRASURE, Acting Chief 
yavanna, Illinois, informed that 
doing business as the 
oavanna, Illinois, is the 
FRASURE further informed that resides at 
Savanna, Illinois, and holds telephone number 
at that address. Acting Chief FRASURE described 
aS a one time slot machine operator in Carroll County, Illinois, 
and a man who now has a county monopoly on juke boxes, bowling 


Folice at 


OS game machines, ray guns, and so forth. FRASURE further informed 
“.) that about four years ago the Police Department had confiscated | 
_ a siot machine from the Indian Head Tavern, Savanna, Illinois, 
*47] which machine was the property of . He further 
aA informed that Sheriff HARRY MILLER of Mount Carroll also has 
| a . MrORWARDEDa, ) LH Lhe? <a SPECIAL AGEN 2 | _ ; po NOT ikl IN THESE SPACES 
CI ter Ell Eh WF [=| \gsF4Acf -A 3 RECORDED - 57 
ir | ii’ COPIES OF THIGE mb gers Divan. halt wooo 
N. “SI PROY ie «, 
% RS- Bureau SO Aug 17 OVE _ | +31 
1 - USA, Chicago 1966 g: —EX-79 | 
3 ~ Minneapolis(71-160}(1 USA) | _— 
3 - Omaha(71-206) (1 USA ) 5 
2 - Chicago e” | 


PROPERTY OF FB-FHIS CONFIDENTIAL’ REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


AGENCY TO 


— 


WHICH LOANED 


oo ee U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—-59255-1 


CG 71-514 


two slot machines now in_his possession taken in the same raid > 
and presumably owned b at the time of seizure. 
According to FRASURE, has been in Carroll County. 


for approximately ten years and came to that place from either 
sterling or Freeport, Illinois. He reportedly has a brother- 
in-law who is also a coin machine operator. 


AT WHEELING, ILLINOIS 


On August 9, i91f sd Chief Telephone Operator, 
Wheeling, Illinois, identified the holder of telephone number 36. 
as the Rupert Parachute Service Company located on Palatine © 
Road, west of Milwaukee Avenue and across from the Pal-Waukee. 
Airport. She had no other in formation concerning the holders 

of this number. | | 


Chief of Police H. A. MACKH, on the same day, stated that although 
he is acquainted with the Rupert Parachute Service Company, it 

is not located within the jurisdiction of the town of Wheeling, 
Illinois. He did state; however, that this business is run by 
two brothers, only one of which he could identify as CARL RUPERT. 
He stated it is his belief that this company is engaged in the 
business of making parachutes under government contract, and 

that while the youngest brother, whom he could not identify, 

runs the shop and lives above the factory in the same building, 
the older brother, CARL, does considerable traveling and | 
apparently is engaged in making exhibition parachute jumps 

from time to time. Chief MACKH stated he has never heard anything 
derogatory concerning the two brothers and stated to his knowledge 
they are not engaged in any other business, nor do they have an 
interest in any other business or concession. 


b6. 


MACKH suggested that the owner of Ls Texaco Service Station 
would be able to supply more information concerning the RUPERT 


family. 


On August 27, 19511 ______—d|séproprietor of the Texaco 
Service Station on Milwaukee Avenue in Wheeling, stated that the 


RUPERT famil rades with him, and he identified the younger 
brother as[ od 


He stated that CARL RUPERT is approxi ars old and he 
is married for the third time and 
He stated CARL RUPERT has been married to for about four 


or five years since his divorce from his second wife 


~2- 


CG 71-514 


CL _Jrurther described CARL RUPERT as a member of the Masons 
who had a "big shot" air about him, and it was his belief that 
CARL spends most of his time making parachute. jumps in California. 


‘He estimated [Jaze as approximately 32 and stated 
that [___] was presently building a new home in Arlington Heights 
near the Arlington Park Race Track. He stated he knew nothing ~— 
derogatory concerning the two brothers exéept that CARL RUPERT — 
was arrested about four or five years ago by the Cook County 
Sheriff's Office in connection with a domestic incident between 
himself and his second wife 


Qn August 29, i91f. YI Airport Manager of the b6 
Pal-Waukee Airport, stated that he is familiar with the RUPERT b7C 

Parachute Service Company and the fact that while that company | 

is owned by CARL RUPERT (true name RUPRECHT), it is being run 

byl He stated the company is engaged in the business 

of manufacturing and packing cargo breaking and ribbon parachutes. 


He stated that white [runs the business, CARL is 
employed as a consultant parachute engineer for the Cook Research 
and Engineering Company of California. It was also his opinion 
that CARL lives somewhere in the vicinity of Muroc, California 
and visits Chicago about every three months. It was also his 
belief that the RUPERT company has «om: occasion when given 
specifications by one of the armed forces, made up special 


parachutes for test purposes. noted that the husband | gs 
of the glen in nist office, is | 3 
employed by He stated that | 
wife and one other individual are the only employees working 4 


withL J. He =stated that he knew of not hing derogatory | : 
concerning the RUPERT brothers. | 


During the period of this investigation, occasional checks were | 
made of the cars parked in the RUPERT yard, and while no. 7 7 
significance was attached to any local cars, there were three 
cars from California observed as follows: 


1. Green Ford convertible, California license 10-25151l. 4 
2. Black Oldsmobile, 2-door convertible, California license — a 


514694. 
3. Gray otudebaker, 2-door, California license 2N731130. 


_3- 


CG 71-514 
AT MORTON GROVE, ILLINOIS 


On August 22, 1951 Sergeants[|____—jand(—L——sSSCsid ther 

Cook County Sheriff's Office, advised that they had no derogatory 
information concerning the Rupert Parachute Service Company or 

any individuals associated with that company. | 


AT SUMMIT, ILLINOIS 


contacted by on January 29, 1951, it is noted that 
no name of this type could be found in the Chicago and Suburban 
Chicago Directories. It is also noted that there is no telephone 
exchange of Argo, Illinois and this community is merely the 
location of the Argo Corn Products Company and is actually a DIC 
part of Summit, Illinois. 


With regard to the peace identified as Balker's otore telephonically 


The following individuals and sources of information were checked 
by the writer without effecting an identification of Balker's 
Store: 


Sergeant [|_| Summit Police wepartment 
Chief of Police JOHN VAN ORT | 
Judge CZEKOLA 


Summit, Illinois Telephone Hxchange 
Public Service Company 

Argo Branch of the Summit Post Office 
Summit Post Office 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


CG 71-514 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE | 
LEADS | 


THE OMAHA DIVISION 
AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


Will consider the advisability of conducting further investigation 
relative to CARL RUPRECHT, also known as RUPERT, in California © 
where he is said to be associated with the Cook Research and 
Engineering Company at or in the vicinity of Muroc, California. 


Will also consider the advisability of determining the owners 
of the cars bearing California license plates as noted in the 
details of this report. 


REFERENCE: Report of ee ee July 6, 1951 Pe 


at sprangtield. 
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Office Men 
TO : 
De 


- 


f 


LeU orandum + oNITED: _— 


7 | g Mr. Glav'a 
a : ot _ | | d Mr. riint 
DIRRCTOR, FBI : Ph, 0,195 
oo | Me. Tracy _ 
SAC, MEXNEABOIIS. a CONE Hote. Harbe 
-~ "ay 3 “Me, Afton oo. 
was, et. al. 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION on — f Mtr. Loughlin 


GAMBLING DEVICES ae “ a : a i Mr. Mohr 
(Bufile 71-3129) : ee 


above captioned matter. 


On September 6, 1951, 
Grand Forks, North Dakota, advised Special Agent 


that on September 5, 1951, he had been contacted by an 
individual whom he knew as co He informed that 

was a resident of Bismarck, North Dakota, and that it was his 
opinion that[_Jhad a criminal record. 


[id related that[7 J had offered to sell him ten 


flat top or console machines. He stated that[_Jhad told 
him that two of the machines were located in "a joint“ at Sterling, 
North Dakota, and that the other eight were scattered in the western 


part of North Dakota. said further that[ shad 
informed him that he, would deliver them any place in the b6 
United States. b7c 


adyised that[___———sdJ had informed him that he had 
paid ELMER T.}CHRISTIANSON, present Attorney General of the state 
of North Dak6éta the sum of {1000 to operate punchboards in the 

state of North Dakota. He stated further that[__]had advised | 
him that he had also agreed to pay CHRISTIANSON the sum of $500 fd 


a week after the boards were put in operation, YY y 


advised that it was his opinion that[___] had 
learned that he,[______—_—s«d|: had received settlement money from 
CHRISTIANSON on a former date. He said that had offered 
to give him half of all the money that he, could collect 
from CHRISTIANSON. 


related further that[ ss J had informed him that 
EMIL Ce ISTIANSON, who operates the State Line Club at Williston, 


North D ota, had bought out of the late 
LOU STEARNS of Minot, North Dakota. He advised that had 
reported to him that HMIL C. CHRISTIANSON had paid the sum 


of $2500 for ali the machines operated by 
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DATE WHEN MADE FERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
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| TITLE i” CHARACTER CF CASE \ 
SF ET AL INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
WAS « | GAMBLING DEVICES 


wo 


REPORT MADE AT 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | SONS Ly 
Records at Motor Vehicle Division, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
checked for data regarding cars owned by subject and 
associates, Background data concerning business set~ 
up set forth for both Mayflower Distributing Company 
and Paster Distributing Company of St. Paul, Minnesota. 


~ Pp. 


DETAILS: AT ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA 


Records of the Motor Vehicle Division, State Capitol, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, were checked on August 9, 1951, for the 
following names: 


ch . 
“7, HERMAIY PASTER a 
je are Pasf¥er Distributing Company 
| ie fi ve ha Mayf lower,,.Bistributing Company 
ys Mayflower Novelty Company 
fe bi we OF a oy cek 


b6 
b7Cc 


ALLEM NILVA 


As a result of checking these records, it was ascertained 
that the following individuals and firms have automobiles 


LOPIES DESTROYED registered to them: _ 
| | fp 
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HERMAN PASTER 
1752 Pinehurst Avenue 
St. Paul 5, Minnesota 


and 


Paster Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenue 
St. Paul 4, Minnesota 


199 Cadillac Touring Sedan 

Serial Number 1962 901,80 

1951 Minnesota License 821-001 
Had 1950 Minnesota License },01=-006 


and 


Paster Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenue 
St. Paul h, Minnesota 


19h9 Cadillac Four-—door Sedan 
Serial Number 1,960 17766 

1951 Minnesota License 821-632 

Had 1950 Minnesota License 515+738 


3 3 Ht 


Paster Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenue 
Ste Paul l, Minnesota 


1947 Ford Truck 

Serial Number 799 T 1959606 

1951 Minnesota License Y109-257 
Had 1950 Minnesota License Y6h~709 


Mpls. 71-161 


Paster Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenue 
St. Paul lh, Minnesota 


19h9 Studebaker Truck 

Serial Number R5 006293 

1951 Minnesota License Y109-256 
Had 1950 Minnesota License Y37#787 


HK HK 


Mayflower Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenue 
St. Paul ll, Minnesota 


1950 Chevrolet Truck 

Serial Number 21HJC 95hh 

1951 Minnesota Duplicate License Y83 

Had Original 1951 Minnesota License Y95=328 and 
1950 Minnesota License Y10-328 


% e HOH 


Mayflower Distributing Company 
2218 University Avenue 
St. Paul h, Minnesota 


199 Chevrolet Truck 

Serial Number 21 SWA 1522 

1951 Minnesota License Y109-258 
Had 1950 Minnesota License Y82-678 


ALLEN T. NILVA 
1830 Hillcrest 
St. Paul 5, Minnesota 


19h9 Cadillac Four-door 

Serial Number 1962 68128 

1951 Minnesota License 662-367 
Had 1950 Minnesota License 530-673 


Mpls ° 71161 


1919 Plymouth Four=door Sedan 
Serial Number 153 25273 

1951 Minnesota License 653-782 

Had 1950 Minnesota License 533=729 


He % i 4% 


b6 
b7c 
1950 Oldsmobile Fourdoor "98" Sedan 
Serial Number 509M 15890 
1951 Minnesota License 653-781 
Had 1950 Minnesota License 870=816 
3% 2 4 
No record was found for the Mayflower Novelty Company and the following regis- 
tration was also noted: 
1946 Chrysler Four-door 
Serial Number 705h 077 
1951 Minnesota License 333=795 
Had 1950 Minnesota License 136-366 
eo 4 4 
AT SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA b2 
bG 
Confidential Informant of known reliability, advised Special Agent pie 


on August 8, 1951, in reference to the Mayflower Distributing Company 


Mpls. 71-161 


and the Paster Distributing Company in St. Paul, Minnesota, that he was acquaint- 
ed with HERMAN PASTER anal He stated that he has not seen either one 
of them for several years and that, to his knowledge, they have not tried to 
place any slot machines or other gambling devices in Sioux Falls or that vicinity 
for quite some time, but that all of the slot machines in that area have been | 
under the control fio is presently in the Minnehaha County Jail °° 
. | ; . | b7c 
serving a sentence for possession of gambling machines. He advised, however, 
that he would be on the lookout for any information relative to either the May- 
flower or the Paster Distributing Companies in reference to their attempting to 


place machines in the Sioux Falls area or any other place, and upon receipt of 
such information, he will immediately notify Agent [~ ] 


AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 


bé6 
b7c 
b7D 
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The Chicago and Springfield Offices are being furnished copies of this report 


for information purposes inasmuch as they are interested in instant investiga- 
tion, 


LEAD 

| THE MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE - 
At Minneapolis, Minnesota Pe 
Will continue to report any additional information which is received regarding a 
instant case. 
INFORMANTS 
REPERENCES 
Report of SA [sid A), Washington, D. C., dated August 17, 1951. — 


Bureau letter to Minneapolis dated August 15, 1951. 
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SUBJECT: 
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pincer /Fat (71-3129) DATE: Septenber 18, 1951, 


aT ies, et, Jy | 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF / fw ~ 


GAMBLING DEVICES, 


Yr 


. | ; a 
Re Revorts of SA Springfield, Illinois, and SA ” 
Omaha, Nebraska, 4-5-5], bic 


A report is presently in the process of preparation, which should reach 
the Bureau and offices receiving copies of this letter on or about l0-l-51, 


Constant contact has been maintained with informants at Davenport, 

Towa, without any intimation having been received that the Subjects of 
this case, or others, have indulged in any activity of a pertinent nature 
since early March, 1951, with the exception of a superficial inquiry by 

Le Claire, Iowa, of officials of the Elks Lodge, Davenport, 
Towa, on June 1, 1951, at which time| ‘| indicated that he might be 
interested in purchasing same at en unspecified time in the future, 


eT 


CGM: ni 
71206 
ce Chicago (71~514} 


cc Minneapolis (71-161) . Tf — a. AG 4 (, 


cc Springfield (71-100) 
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” Office Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI | DATE: September 24, 1951 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 

SUBJECT: was, ETAL 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF of 
GAMBLING DEVICES | 
(Bufile 71-3129) 


Re our memo dated June 27, 1951 relative to information furnished wl | 


who is a potential criminal informant and whose identity should 
not be divulged to anyone outside the Bureau, advised on September 22, 1951 
that upon his return to St. Paul from a business tri Wi C 
he was telephonically contacted by 


[___]for the Mayflower Distributing Company, 2218 University 
Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. [JadviseaL fiat he was expecting 
a shipment of 70 coin operated machines from Vhicago, Illinois, which - was, 

to arrive in St. Paul on the evening of September 23, 1911 via the Sh 
Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad. [ _|stated further to 

that he desired that this shipment be routed to trackage which adjoins the 
war Se of the Mayflower Distributing Company in Midway in St. Paul. 
[Pe nonever, stated to[ _|that he would be unable to transrer 

nis car to this trackage in view of the fact that he would have other 
freight in this car designated for St. Paul, and that he was unloading and 


that he would have this car unloaded at the Central Shipping Association 
warehouse in 5t. P.ul and the coin operated machines would be re-transferred 


to the Mayflower Distri tting Company via a local truck line. 
stated tol that when this car arrived he would notify him as to its \ 
arrival. b6 
BIC 
advised agents of this office that when these machines arrived, BID 


that he intended to make an inspection of the various boxes in which they 
arrived to determine whether there were any slot machines in this shipment 
and if so, would advise the Minneapolis office. [ stated further 
that in the event there were any slot machines in this shipment, that to 
protect his identity he desired if any investigation was conducted, thet 

the investigation be initiated in Vhicago, Illinois, which would in no way 
involve him as to having furnished any infomation relative to this shipment. 


ARE Lr Plat ht lett Nl he. pe AES ERO oe ys sab cet Ae 


ce re 
_—— OT 


remarked that he personally would not care to have FBI agents 
come to his warehouse and look over the boxes as there were too many other 
employees around there, one of whom might tip off officials at the Mayflower 
Distributing Company and_as a result, he himself, might be put on the spot. . 
It might te stated when[ sd is contected by agents of this office, 
he is contacted away fromhis place of business and who is em loyed 
in the office, knows nothing of his furnishing information to the FBI. 


mand ee ec: Chicago (71-51),) hy 
1~161 | . ee: Springfield (71-100) _ 1G - 4 7 
2 cet Omaha (71-206) -j | ce: MP 66-2335 Tl-BlAgG - 7, 


MEMO TO DIRECTOR -2- | | 9/2h/51 


[| further suggested that if he does find a slot machine or two in 

this shipment, that he feels that the Chicago office should probably send 

an agent or two to the consignor whose name he will subsequently furnish, 

and have such, agents look through various and sundry freight shipments from 
Chicago to St. Paul, Minnesota, and then, of course, pick out the shipment 
which he will have furnished information atbut. po lstated that he 
believes that if this is done someone in the consignor's office will then 
immediately phone the Mayflower Yistributing Company in St. Paul and tip 

them off, and if this is done is then in the clear as the May- 

flower Distributing Co any officials will then know that the original complaint 
must have been made at Yhicago and not in St. Paul. 6 
stated that cognizance should be taken of the fact that it is oe 
possible that several slot machines, if they would be in this shipment, | 

could be ina "knocked down condition" and be shipped in the same container, 

He advised further that this shipment may contain ordinary coin operated 

machines which are not considered as slot machines. 


advised agents of this office that in approximate one week he 


e Stated that he desired to furnish-all information to the 
Minneapolis office relative to the shipment of any gambling devices and would 
do so upon receipt of this information. 
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" FORM No. tf Omaha 71-100 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT FILE NO. 


FD 5257 ads RPE? 3| REPORT MADE BY et 
28) 9-6,11.17-51{ [do 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN 
Springfield, Illinois MADE 
| Ge 24-5/ 


TITLE ja | _ | CHARACTER OF CASE 
| was et al INPERSE APE TRANSPORT ATION OF 


GAMBLING DEVICES 


= 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Renut ations yd and[ contacts made 
lec OD by considered law abidings No further information 


| developed regarding alleged negotiations by sid 
Me Perak 


Rock Island, Illinois, 3~1-51. 
~ RUC = 
DETAILS: AT MILAN, ILLINOIS 


Knoxville Road, stated that from apvroximately 1944 to 
1950, he jointly owned and operated juke boxes, vending machines, pin ball 


machines, and a very small number of slots in the Rock Island area in con- : 
junction with » manager of the[ lb 
Rock Island. | by7c 


He said he has known[_———————“‘is—s—s—SC‘i CO the H & H Music Company, 
1304 4th Avenue, Moline, Illinois, for about 6 years and considers him to be 
a reputable vending machine dealer, whose business is comparatively small in 
scopee [___—sidiSaid «he would not judge[ ss to be the type of person 


who might serve a syndicate type of organization or act as a contact to an 
unlawful transaction, 


It is to be noted that telephone numbers listed in[___] name were con- 
tacted on 6 occasions ed between December 5, ie March | 
18,1951, ~ - 4 - Va | 
[stated that in his epinien,[—__~__] who formerly owned | 
a large number of slot machines, is probably the largest coin »perating machine | 
dealer in the Rock Island area, and that he would most likely be susceptible | 


to unlawful practices. explained that he bought the[ 
____| from him during the later part of 1950, and 
Ponwanoee: (I la Sad hone = ace et DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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that he has felt that[___—sjdeprived him of a large portion of t he 
true value of this firm because of the absence of any written sales 
agreement in this transaction, which was described byl _————séd as 
an "under the counter deal." 


[______]said that he knows of no coin operating machine dealer who 

had been approached during the past year in the Rock Island area b6 
concerning sale of slot machines, He said that during the period that DIC 
Slot machines were prevalent in the Rock Island area, he would estimate 

that probably 3,000 machines were in operation, At the time of the 

gambling "crackdown", in 1950, these machine which were owned by 

several agencies were surreptitiously stored or otherwise hidden 

in the hope that gambling would be restored..[/ | said that 

he had no idea where these: machines might be at the present time, 

but in his opinion would not be centrally loéated:.at Rock Island, Illinois, 


Confidential informant[ _] of known reliability, has been unable to 
furnish further information of value to this investigation. 


Confidential informant of unknown reliability, advised that b7D 
he had known £f the H & H Music Company for 
a number of years and had never heard anything to indicate that he 
was involved in the slot machine racket. 


By reason that no apparent contact had been made by[ 


or with New York: Tavern, 1607 
2nd Avenue, on or about March 1, 1951, was directly approached. 


He stated that he had not had slots on the premises of the tavern for 
a year or more and that no one had approached him concerning sale of 


Same@e’ advised that at:no time had he owned the slots which 
were on the premises, 


appeared uncooperative when queationed further regarding 


actual owners of these slots Stating that he "never actually knew bIc 
who owned them," | 


AT CORDOVA, ILLINOIS 


ostmaster and[ assistant postmaster, advised 


hat waS a reSident of the community of approximately 


300 population. 


is a distributor of coin operating machines from Clinton, Iowa , 
where he maintains his place of business. He is well regarded in the 


Community of Cordova and has never been known to engage in wrlawful 
practices, 


a OQ = 
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Being afflicted with cancer,[._—_—ijis almost completely inactive, at 
the present time spending a majority of his time on his small farm. 
He has not been known to accommodate persons unknown to either 


or b6 


b7Cc 


It is to be noted that[______]was telephonically contacted byl _] 
at Cordova, Illinois, on January 30, 1951. 


~ RUC - 


SI 71-100 ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Inasmuch as no further activity by the subjects in this case is 

apparent, in the Rock Island area, it is being referred upon completion 
to the office of origin. If further information of interest is developed 
by Springfield, interested offices will be advised. 


INFORMA NTS 
b2 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 
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Report of sf Sprim: field, dated 7-6-51. —- 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Reputations of and[ sds contacts made 
by considered law abiding. No further information 


developed regarding alleged negotiations by[ scat. 
Rock Island, Illinois, 3-1-51l. 
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b6 
DETAILS: AT MILAN, ILLINOIS b7c 


Knoxville Road, stated that from ap»roximately 1944 to 
1950, he jointly owned and operated juke boxes, vending machines, pin ball 


machines, and a very small number of slots in the Rock Island area in con- 
junction ‘with[______________]Blectro Conpany, 


2532 Sth Avenue, Rock Island, 


He said he has knowmn[.——its—s—s—“‘CSCsCSCSC‘idV Of thee H & H Music Company, 
1304 4th Avenue, Moline, Illinois, for about 6 years and considers him to be 
a reputable vending machine dealer, whose business is comparatively small in 
scope. [+d said he would not judge[_—=—=sdits to be the type of person 


who might serve a syndicate type of organization or act as a contact to an 
unlawful transaction. 


It is to be noted that telephone numbers listed in[___—'| name were con~ 
tacted on 6 occasions | between December 5, 1950, and March 
18,1951, 

[stated that in his opinion,[ __—s——_], w ho formerly owned 

a large number of slot machines, is probably the largest coin »perating machine | 
dealer in the Rock Island area, and that he would most likely be susceptible 

to unlawful practices. [explained that he bought the Blackhawk 

Musie Company from him during the later part of 1950, and 
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Reference report of SAL dated April 5, 1951 at 


Omaha and Omaha teletype dated September 20, 1951. 


[—ihas been interviewed and orally furnished the following 
information: 


He was employed during 193 by HERMAN PASTER of the Paster Distributing 
Company of St. Paul, Minnesota, as a for that company in the 
Davenport, Iowa, area and continued as such until during April 1951 
when he quit after HERMAN PASTER refused to pay him $12,000.00 in 
accumulated bonuses which he had earned under the terms of a long exist- 
ént but unprovable oral agreement. professes hatred of PASTER, 
NILVA and the PASTER interests in general and stated he will be a 
willing Government witness in this case. r = eaaaee PROCES NG 
; a iz Eee td ke 


During February 1951 HERMAN PASTEZR contacted him several times by @-#2) (‘ne 
long distance telephone, advising that the Paster Distributing Company b7C 
‘distribution over a wide a: area including Chicago and New York City, 
‘pointing out that many slots still in possession of Iowa owners should 
be readily available at nomiml prices in view of the extremely severe 
penalties concerning the mere possession of slots in Towa provided in 
legislation passed by Iowa Legislature in February 1951. J 
said that PASTER put excessive pressure on him to line up machines. 

may have a letter from PASTER to the same effect and is 
checking his old files for same. 


Shortly prior to March 1, 1951,[.____—_—J advised PASTER that he had 
lined up several quantities of slots available for purchase in the 
Davenport area, and on that date[- sd arrived in Davenport 
via train to purchase sane. . . 


On the same date[__] contacted American Legion 
Post No. 26, Davenport, Iowa, and and 

made arrangements to purchase 28 slots fromthe Post for $35.00 each. 4 
Seven of these slots were then in storage at the post premises in 
Davenport and the remaining 21 were in storage at the Voss Brothers 
Transfer Warehouse in Rock Island, Illinois. On the sam date[ 
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made arrangements to purchase ten slots fronf —“Cs~sSCs@CYS 


Davenport tavern owner, which slots were then in storage in the 
basement of Eddie's New Yorker, a night club in Rock Island,Jllinois, 
under previous storage arrangements between|__] and 
of Eddie's New Yorker. Also on the same date 

made arrangements with representatives of the Davenport Elks 
Club to buy 38 slots at $50.00 each from that club, which machines 
were stored in Davenport, but as[__] had failed to bring any cash 
with him and was able to cash a check or checks for only enough to 
buy the legion and[__] machines, he made arrangements with the 
Elks to return to Davenport and complete purchase of their machines 
on the evening of March 5, 1951. [ _| also contacted other persons 
at Davenport in an effort to buy slots on }’arch 1, 1951. 


After making the above arrangements, also on March l, 1951,[ 
phoned the Paster Distri biting Company in St. Paul by long distance 
phone in presence 5 “and made arrangements for a truck to 
be“sent to Davenoort for the purvose of transportingthe legion ‘and 

| machines to St. Paul, Minnesota thé following day. “In response 
~ to “call, sometime during the evening or night of March 1, 
1951,[____ id, an old employee of the Paster Distributing Comany, 
believed to be its[ _], came to Davenport from St. Paul 
with a truck rented from an urknown automobile rental agency, probably 


in St. Paul or possibly in Minneapolis. 


[L saida[— is a trusted employee of the Paster interests 
and an ex con who has been described to him by a number of people as 
a former mobster or gunman in the Twin Cities. [| ___|describes 
him as follows: 


Race 
Age 
Build 
Hair 


Complexion 
byes 
Extraction 


[sdwas uncertain of the description of the truck but it is 

known to have been owned by a rental concern frequently used by Paster 
interests. He believed that it may have been a fairly new Dodge, red 
in color, van-type body with back end open except for metal tail guard 


b6 


bIC 
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across the bottom or rear opening. [_] believed it had the words 
"Capitol" or "Capital Freight", "Capitol" or "Capital Air Freight", 

or "Capitol® or "Capital Air Lines" painted somewhere on it and possibly, 
but mt certain, that it may have had a picture of an airplane painted 
On it. , 


On the morning of March 2, 1951[_ met at Martin's Cigar 
Store in downtown Davenport. They then proceeded to Post No. 26 where 
was waiting in the truck. [| and[____] loaded the seven 
slots, previously stored there, into the truck, covering them with a 
blanket, and rode with[__—_—_—_—ion the truck directly to Rock Island, 
Illinois where they picked_up the remaining 21 slots at_Voss Brothers 
Warehouse, after which [ —Jraial for the machines. : 


Immediately thereatter [ went to Eddie's 
New Yorker where Loaded slots into ene truck a 
after which Saal for the slots. 


were present at that time and witnessed ord After jeri 

the machines at Eddie's New Yorker,[___——sJand[___J left immediately 

in the truck for St. Paul, Minnesota with the load of machines. b6 
bic 

[| told[— sd that he did not plan to re-enter Iowa and would 

take an undescribed route along the eastern side of the Mississiopi, 

River to Northern Illinois and Wiscorsin and cross into St. Paul from 

Wisconsin as he had learned that the Iowa State authorities might be 

checking the Iowa Minnesota border. [___Jlater told[___] that 

he got through to St. Paul o.k. 


[___]cashed a check or checks with the assistance of the Hallgren Music 
Company of Moline, Illinois on March 1, 1951 in order to get the necessary 
cash to buy the legion and __[ nach res » and isapparently known to 

the Hallgren Music Compary. believes that[_] may have 
indicated to someone there the purpose for which he desired the cash, 

as he was not secretive about his dealings at that time. 


Due to demands of business in Southwest Iowa,[__] was unable to 
spare sufficient time to render a detailed written statement covering 
the above and other activities of the Paster interests known to hin, 
but has promised to do so on his return home about October 1, 1951. 


L__ and[ __] appear very cooperabive and have executed detailed 

Signed statements which appear to verify[.______] above information 
insofar as_it relates to their respective contacts with, and observa- 
tion of, and[_____} and sale and deliveries of their machines. 


[si oral information also confirms that furnished by[-__Jand 


he said he will execute a statement confirming same sometime next week. 
is a respected business ran and[_ijis a reputable young lawyer. 


a former slot operator at Davenport, Iowa, orally advised 
he was also contacted by[ _]at Davenport, Iowa, concerning purchase 
of available machines about March 1, 1951. Efforts will be made to 
procure a signed statement from him and numerous other persons at 
Davenport along the same lines. 


said that all 28 machines sold by Post No. 26 were purchased 
from the Gardner Music Company, Rock Island, Illinois, over a period 
from19h6 to 1949, and that Gardner invoices always bore detailed 
descriptions of serial numbers of each machine. 


was unable to locate data regarding purchase of his machines but 
said that they were all purchased new direct from Mills Company in 
Chicago. Three of them were nickel slots, three dime slots and four 
quarter slots. All were Mills Black Beauties, and were purchased in 
two lots, the first during the Summer of 1946 and the second during 
the Summer or Fall of 1949. He believes they were billed to him under 
his name, but the possibility exists that they may have been billed to 
Scott County Voiture or Davenport Voiture of Forty and Bight, Davenport, 
Iowa. Legion and[ _ records have been destroyed or misplaced. 


Springfield is requested to conduct investigation concerning[_| 
cashing check or checks at Hallgren Music Company, Molines Illinois. 

Also to procure descriptions of slots purchased by Post No. 26 from 
records of Gardner Music Company, Rock Island, Tilinois. Suggest 
Springfield hold interview of[ sand others who may have 
seen[ _jandl___——sédin abeyance until photo of them will be available. 


Minneapolis is requested to expedite all available photos and detailed 


descriptions of and to Omaha and Springfield. Omaha 
needs ten copies of photo in order to exhibit same widely over 
Iowa in view of statement to the effect that HERMAN PAST:R 


and[___]have indicated to him that every private club in Iowa, known 

to have previously owned slots, was contacted through Paster representa- 
tives to purchase slots following enactment of "Minnesota Law! in Iowa 
in February, 1951. [_]has also admitted to[___| having person- 
ally purchased slots in various Jowa cities and having personally 
transported same to St. Paul, Minnesota. It is believed vital that 

best available photos of both[__Jand[——_| be obtained. Minneapolis 
is also me guested to identify above truck and its rental on or about 


March 1, 1951. Also to furnish background information and identification 
record of[ si. 


bE 


_ DTC 


4iise 


OM 7r206 


Chicago is requested to procure full purchase data and description 
of[ _| slots fromrecords of Mills Company. 

be 
Imestigation and detailed revort with additional leads will be b7c 
expedited immediately following next interview with 
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DIRECTOR, FBI - Bufile 71-3129 DATE: October 6, 1951 
SAC, MINNEAPOLIS _ 
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ITGD 


Re our memo dated September 2h, 1951, containing information 

furnished by] who was a potential criminal 

informant and whose identity must not be divulged to anyone i akiianaenan 
outside the Bureau. ne 


If any information furnished by [LJ mst: be incorporated 
into an investigative report, copies of which will be designated 
for the United States Attorney, such report must be worded in such 


a war that no one can or will ever ascertain the identity of ae 


On October 3,.1951,[.___———sdJadvised that in regard to the 

Shipment due to arrive in St. Paul, Minnesota, on the evening of 
September 23, 1951, that this shipment contained a number of crates 
which were labeled "bowling alley machines." He advised that ——— 
there were no packages smaller than the bowling alley machines 

in this shipment which would indicate slot machines or other 

gambling devices. He stated further that no shipments arriving 

on that date and subsequent dates at the Paster Company are being 


shipped from the Bally Amsement Company and the Universal Pe 
Amusement Company of Chicago, Illinois. | b7D 


This informant is constantly on the alert for any gambling devices 
which might be shipped by the Mayflower Distributing Company or 
the Paster Distributing Company or which may be received by them. 


[advised further that he knows for a fact that it has 
been the practice of both the Paster and the Mayflower Vistributing 
Companies to send a representative to various parts of the United 
States where slot machine raids have been conducted by either 
Police Departments or Sheriffs! Offices and that this representative 
in turn purchases these machines, in many instances for a price 

of £20 a machine, and said machines are then transported to St. 
Paul, Ifinnesota, where the Paster and Mayflower Distributing 
Company will place a new front on the machine and will in turn 

sell the machines for a considerable profit. [___|stated 
that this has been a practice of these companies in the past and 
that he does not know if this is true or not at the present time. 


Gi: 2 Omaha (71-206) 


age DESTROVETIE1 RECORDED-TE SR 99 “| 2127- 50 


2 Chicago (71-51)) 2 
1 Springfield (71-100) th. - 2? 
66~2335 


@ 


Memo to Director 


[__Jadvisea further that he was advised on October 2, 1951, by 


a representative of the Paster Company that they have at present fifty 
"Coney Island” machines presentl in Chicago, Illinois, 
which is located at He stated that instructions are 


to ship these machines to the Paster Company in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

le stated that he was also advised by this representative that they also 
have fifty-five "Five Star Universal" machines which are due to arrive in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, on October 5, 1951. He stated that there are 
specific instructions in connection with this shipment to send five of 


Said machines to some party in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and that upon b6 
the arrival of the bill of lading he will furnish the Minneapolis office b7c 
with the name of the individual to whom the five machines are to be b7D 
shipped, 

He also advised that he has learned that it is a practice of both the b6 
Paster and the Mayflower Distributing Company to ship in "parts" of b7Cc 


machines via air express and that he would possibly be in a position to 
jearn more definitely if this practice is existing at the present time. 


In regard to ALBERT HY. GARDNER, a shipping clerk, Mayflower Distributing 
Company,[ sd advised that he knew this individual but not well 
and that it 15 his impression that GARDNER has charge of the shipping 
of various machines for the Paster Company. ' 


‘An individual. whose last name: isL____] who ‘is 


the for the Paster Company. .He stated 
that is a very clever individual in’ 
connection with the jugzling of the books for 
this company. 
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} Re our memo dated September 20, 1951, 
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New and separate cases are being opened regarding|__Jand 
r————] and the results of the investigation wil 


be incorporated in new cases which will be captioned as follows: 
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: DIPECTOR, FBI - 71-3129 


DATE: Octeber ©, 1951 


SAC, “MINNEAPOLIS S , 
Z o a 
was, et al “ ae 
INTERSTATE TRANSPOUTATICN OF GAMBLING ° 2 / 
é 


DEVICES : 


Re Omaha memo to Bureau dated September 29, 1951, requesting this 
office to expedite all available photographs and detailed descriptions 
of[—jand{_ to Omaha and Springfield. 


The report of Special Avent | —______ Mineapolis, dated 


March 22, 1951, page 7, contains a description of 
and that same report contains leads for the Ealtimore, “Yashington 
Field, and St. Louis offices to obtain photographs off] 


The report of Special Agent[ Baltimore, dated 


April 7, 1951, copies of which were furnished the Omaha, Springfield, 


and Chicago offices, reflects that there is no pvhotograph of 
available at Dupont at ¥ilmington, Delaware. 


The report of Special Agent St. Louis, dated May 1, 

1951, copies of which were furnished the Vhicazgo, Omaha, and 

Soringfield offices, reflects that no photograph of[ b6 
was jocated in the Army file. BIC 


The report of Special Agent | ction tated 

June lh, 1951, reflects that no record for could 

be located in the C.A.A. at Park Ridge, Illinois. That investigation 
was predicated upon a report of Special Agent 

Washington, D.C. dated May 1, 1951. Apparently the Minneapolis 
office was not furnished with a copy of that report, and it is 


suggested that the Omaha office review that report to determine 


whether all investication has been conducted in an effort to locate 
a photograph of[_ 


Minneapolis memo to Omaha dated October 2, 1951, transmitted a 

photograph and description of FBI 

Minneapolis teletype to Bureau dated October 2, 1951, requested 

the Bureau to forward to the Chicagg, Minneavolis, Omaha, and 

Springfield offices the complete identification record, including me 
ten copies of photographs of L_-_] FBI[__] , 


A report is presently being prepared which contains background data 


concerning[ 
RNP: CAM EX. - 28 _ 
on —— recorven-32 7/3 UE 


CC: 2 Omaha (71-206) 7 : 
Soringfield (71-100) 
Chicago (71-51l) 
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tet J — 
TELETYPE (2 - a 
GIR? B 
he 
FBIATINNEAPOLIS  10-4-51 © 5-44 PM CST HEK 
WERECTOR, FBI AND SAC, OMAHA — URGENT 


» ET AL, ITGD. RE OMAHA LET SEPTEMBER TWENT 
PHOTOGRAPH OF[_~—~—=Sd«i LOCATED AT Us OF MINNESOTA TAKEN 
NINETEEN THIRTYNINE AND COPIES PRESENTLY BEING MADE. DODGE TRUCK 
REFERRED TO BELIEVED LOCATED. LARSON TRANSFER CO., MPLS. HAS Pe 
RECORDS REFLECTING ON JANUARY TEN AND ON ANOTHER DAY IN JANUARY AND 

ON MARCH TWENTYSIX FIFTYONE THEY RENTED TO MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING 
COMPANY TWO FORD TRUCKS AND ON MARCH TWENTYSIX A DODGE MAROON COLORED 
TRUCK. PHOTOGRAPHS OF THESE TRUCKS WILL BE TAKEN OCTOBER EIGHT. IT 


IS BELIEVED THE DATE MARCH TWENTYSIX SHOULD HAVE BEEN FEBRUARY TWENTYSIX 


AS INVESTIGATION AT LARSONS REFLECTS ERROR APPARENTLY MADE IN THEIR 


LEDGER BOOK. INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. 
[| 
OMAHA ADVISED 
END AND ACKN PLS 
6-50 PM OK FBI WA MFC 
vo RECORDED - SI 
EX-/8 
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“ Office Memorandum. » untrep sTATES GOVERNMENT 


e * 


TO = $.. Director, FBI (71-3129) _ DATE: October 8, 1951 


he * SAC, Minneapolis 
a 


ae was. et al | 
INTSRSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


Feartel to Bureau and Omaha dated October 4, 1951, reflecting that the 
Dodge truck referred to is believed to have been located. 


This office is retaining a seven page signed statement dated at_Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, October 8, 1951, which was furnished by of 
Larson Transfer Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and unsignéd copies 

thereof are being enclosed herewith to the Bureau, Omaha, Chicago and Spring~ 
field Offices to be of assistance in conducting outstanding investigation. 


The contents of tais statement will be incorporated into an appropriate 
report which will be prepared very shortly. 


There is also transmitted herewith for the attention of the Chicago Office 
one Super~XX Film Pack containing twelve film of pictures of the Dodge 


- truck which pictures were taken October 8, 1951, and the outside of the 


Keg 
| 


ji0 


8 OCT 18 1981 eX 


box_has been appropriately identified by SAS[ and [C7 


The Chicago Office should develop this film pack and return the negatives, 
appropriately identified, as well as one set of each picture to the Minnea- 
polis Office and a similar set of these pictures should be forwarded by the 
Chicago Office to the Bureau, Omaha and Springfield Offices. . 


The set of photographs furnished to the lfinneapolis Office should be 

identified by the individual in the Chicago Office who developed and printed 
these pictures, and the name of that individual, as well as his title should 
likewise be furnished as there is a possibility that he may have to testify 


in court regarding the development and printing of the set of photographs Ba 


which the Minneapolis Office will retain in instant file. 


The Omaha Office, after they receive a set of photographs from the Chicago 
Office, can then determine whether or not they desire eight 3 x 10 photo- 


nup:mea COPIES DESTROYED 
Ti-161 865 AVG ZY 1966 


ce: 1 Omaha (Enc. 1)(71-206) 
2 Chicago (Enc. 2) (71-514) (Registered Mail) 


1 Springfield (Enc. 1) (71~100) 
vows T-a/ag 4 
INDEXED - 153 


b6 
b7C 


Memo, Director Re: [ 10~8-51 


graphs made, and if so, the Omaha Office should then request the Chicago 
Office to prepare these larger pictures. 


The Chicago Office should expedite the development of this film pack. 


| Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Ostober 8, 1951 


a, T ive tois free and voluntary 
atatement. to and ——r_re who have 
identified themselves to me as being Special Agents of the PBI. 
No promises or threats huve been made to me in the giving of this 


| Statement, and it is true and sorrect to the best of my recollection. 


Minnea olis 
I and my perenta, 
| operate the Larson fransfer Come 

pany, 2010 2lat Avenue South, nnespolis, Minnésota,[—  _——_—si+éAb b6 

a ae | b7c 


a ss Q™ur ledger books under the letter ak ha contains 
the following three transactions: | 


pate —— oe | _ a | | 
1951. — | “Ttema oe  Eebits Credits Date 
1/10 Mayflower Dist. Co., 2218 12.00 wane ween 
7 Unive AV@e» st. Paul | | , | | 
Venette rental 14 Days 
43712) 385, mi. © 8¢ 30. 80 a : 
11337 ) -8.91 Less 21.89 33.89 1/29 
a 7 | gas | 
3/26 Mayflower pi sts Co., 2218 30.00 
a Univ., St. Paul, Pruck rental | 
3 days 870 mi. & 10¢ 87-00 
Lese Expenses | 2.9! 


card to the above ¢ eo transactions, they 
who left our employ- 


were made by 
ment about e month ago, 


but who lives at 
Minneapolis , Minnese ta, . 


‘In regard to the January 10, 1952 transaction, 
thet means the Mayflower cistributing Company of st. Paul esota 
rented our 1943 Ford Vanette truck which is three : ee 
_ wie in color. ‘This truck was rented for "14 ddys and they paid 


oe ‘Regarding the next transaction that is undated, 
but. inasmuch as the record reflects thet °33.89 was paid on — 
genuary 29, 19525 that moans the Mayflower Distributing would 


Sf Fen A 
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Page Two — 


have had to rent the ‘second truck sometime in January, 1951 and 
before January 29, 1951. I am positive that the same Ford Vanette, 
which nas gless windows in the rear doors, wasrented on this | 
second occasion, and as noted above, the Mayflower Distributing 
company paid {8.91 for gas, for which they were given credit, 

and they thereby owed our firm §21. 89. | | 


In regard to the March 26th transaction, I recall” 

distinctly that the Mayflower Distributing Compsny rented our 

1947 Dodge truck van, two ton, with an enclosed body and wiich | 

has a lk foot box. According to that record, they rented this 
particular truck for 3 days. The $30.00 item is the charge at 

the rate of $10.00 per day for the truck, making a total of €30.00;. 
the 87. OO is for their using the truck b70 miles at 10f a mile; _ 
the $42.95 written in red pencil reflects that they were given | 
credit at that time and to my recollection when the truck was 
brought back, they complained about it and stated that they hed a 
flat tire, and giving them credit for the gasoline they purchased, 
We charged them #75.05 for using that truck for the 3 days. The 
above record reflects that that amount was paid by the Mayflower 
Distributing Compeny on April 12, 1951, and to my recollection, 
doth of the above amounts were ‘pata by check which we received 
possibly through the mail. : | —_ 


As long as our records show that on January 10, 
1951 they first rented a truck, 1t is my recollection that either | 
on that day or the day before, January 9, 1951, I received a — - 
telephone call from some man who stated he was wi th the Mayflower 
Distributing Company in St. Pau}; I do not recall his name, and - 
he asked if we rented trucks, und he talked sbout wanting to rent 
@ small enclosed truck, and he stated they were going to use it 
in town. He also asked about the price and I gave hime flat 
rate for 13 days and that we would also furnish the gasoline. _ 
Shortly afterwards or the next day, two men came to our office 
woom I had never seen before and as I recall it, I believe that 
one of them stated he was a driver for the Mayflower Distributing 
Company. I do not remember their names at all, but one of the men 
appeared to be of Jewish extraction, was sbout 33 years of age, 
was about 5! 9" or 5! 10" tall, weighed about 180 pounds, and _ 
had black hair which may have been curly but I am not sure. = fo 
the best of my recollection I assumed that he was probably the. 
man who had called me on the telephone as he was well dressed. 
The other man, who stated he was a driver, was an older looking | 
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man who wae in nis Os; was a short individual, « and. was of Light 
build. This man did not do much talking «t all, and he was 
dressed in working clothes. These 2 men rented the truck, and 

I may have made some record et that time to show the name of the | 
person renting the truck, but if T did make such a record I do | 
not know where the same la now. We rent out very few trucks and 7 
I do not use a | Feguiar: rental form | | 


In regerd. to the rental of the truck en the other 
day in January, 1951, subsequent to January 10 and before January 
29, 1951, it is my recollection that the same two men came over. 
and got tae same 1943 Ford Vanette truck and st that time he | 
may have ulso made some record as to the mileage that was onthe 
truck when they took it, but I do not know where such record is | 
if one was made. In regard to this rental, I do resell that when 
these 2 men brought this truck back they mentioned to me that the 
exhauat pipe had been shooting sparks up under the flo@ board 
and that it caused s small fire and as the result a smell hole 
was burned in the floor board of this truck. These individuals | 
did not tell me where tney were zoing with this ‘truck, nor for 
what purpose they wanted it. | 


In regard to the third rental, which our records 
show was on March 26, 1951, my recollection is that a day or two 
before that date some man from Mayflower Distributing Company in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, again phoned me. I do not know if it was 
the same man who had phoned before or whether it was the same well - 
dressed man who had come to our place on the two previous cocasions 
but I somewhat agsumed that it was the same individual, To my 
recollection no name was mentioned by him over the telephone. — : 
At this time he atated he was interested in renting a semi-treiler 
to take into the state of TYllinola, end he mentioned they were 
closing out some office down there and were going to haul their : 
atuff to St. Paul, Minnesota. At this time this man also remarked 
that they would be making quite a few trips, and I assumed from 
this conversation that they would be interested in continuing to 
Pent a large truck or semi-trailer for further hauling. I told — 
this man over the phone that we did not own a semi-traller for 
rental purposes, but that we did have a large bedge two ton van. 
As faras I recall, the seme 2 men came over and they rented our 
Dodge two ton truck, which is all maroon colored with a gray — 
top and which has wording on it. We also own @ Chevrolet truck | 
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which has. the Adentical van on Lt but the ob. of the Chevrolet 
truck 4s green, whereas the one these two men rented waa all. 
maroon. To the best of my recollection, I do not believe that 1 
even made any record or. netation of this third rental because of 
the fact that they. appeared - to be regular customers. However, 
some notation must have been made by me as to the mileage of 
this truck when it wasrented and returned, otherwise TI could © 
not have determined that they drove the truck 870 miles es is 
mentioned on the above ledger. If I did make a notation, the 
paper was probably thrown away after the above entry was made | 
by the bookkeeper. | | . 


To the best. of my - pecollection, a ‘eouple of days 
later, ‘after the Dodge was returned by these two men, I received 
another phone call from a man at the Mayflower Distributing | 
Company, whom I assumed was the same man I hed previously talked. 
to. At this time he stated that they wanted to rent e better 
truck and a bigger one as they apparently were not satisfied with 
the Dodge truck that they had previously rented. At this time 

I told them that we did not have any larze or better ones; but. 

to my recollection a day or two later a driver for the Mayflower | 
Distributing Company came over to our place. However, Ide not 
recall definitely whether he was the same man who had been there 
previously or whether he was a new man. JI recall thet I and ay 
dad started to show him another truck which we had and which we | 
promised to put in sondition, and at about this time this driver 
received a phone call, apparently from the Mayflower Distributing 
Company in St. Paul, and he left our place and I have never soon 
him or heard from anyone at the Mayflower. Company since. 


I have no information as to whether they may 

have ‘pented trucks from any other rental agency and no one has 
contacted me regarding further rentals for the Mayflower Distribu- 
ting Company. I am not sure, but I possibly. may be able to - 
identify these men whom I have referred to if I see them again 

in person or if I see thelr photographs. At no time was I told 
for what purpose they were renting these trucks. I do know. that 
this company handles pinball machines and, T believe, juke boxes, 
Other than that IT knew nothing about their operation and we have 
never heard from them or had business with them before or. since, 
outside of the three rentals referred to above. | 
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7 rr | have in my possession < our March, 1951 trial | 
| balance sheet whieh shows under the word “credit” the words 
"Income Rental", and after that there appears the amount of $108.9% 
which would be $33.89 plus $75.05, which makes that total. Our 
April, 1951 trial balance sheet under the name “credit™ contains : 
$208.54 "Ine ome Rental" and ‘also shows the same ‘amount of 
Fie 


| tn regard to our receiving the , $33. 39 on January 29, 7 
1951. for the two rentals in January, 1951, we have in our pesaession 
a carbon copy of a bank deposit slip which ia dated January 29, | 
1951 and which contains a list of the names and amounts of checks  — 
which we deposited on that date with the 4th Northwestern Mutional — 

Bank, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Pege 2 of that deposit slip cone | 
of $33.69. name “Mayflower. uLat. " | and after: that nane ae the anqunt 
5 “39, o_o : a , 


We also have in our, possession + 7 carbon | eopy of 
another deposit slip dated April 12, 1951, with the same bank, | 
which contains the name "Mayflower" and after thet name ia the 
amount of $75.05. From these deposit slips I am quite sure we 

received two separate checks from the Mayflower Distributing | 
Company for the rental of these 3 trucks, and we depostt ted those 
checks to our account. 


| After the above man returned the Douge truck, I 
talked the matter over with my dad about buying or getting a 
larger t ruck because it appeared that we were coing to have steady 
business from this firm, and because they ladiga that they 
desired a lar r and better truck, A £ SEs numed 
_who at that time had a oo 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, was having trouble in | 
making payments on a 1950 Ford van two ton truck with a 12 foot. 6 
body bex. wWe figured if we could get this truck that we would = b7C 
rent this to the Mayflower Distributing Company, and at that. time | 
was making his payments to the Northeast Finence Company, 
Central avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota. I have in my posses~ 
| sion a finance book reflecting that payment. number i, was mad® on 
January 20, 1951 1n the amount of $102.16 and payment number 5 was 
made March 5, 1951 in the same amount. My recollection is that 
|was unable to make his February Payment, and that my bad, | 
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sometime in the early part of March, geve ry 4500 cheok 


which must have been on my father's personal account as I do not 


seem to find that check among our business checks; that. 


then made payment number 5 on March 5, 1951. The booklet reflects 
that payment number 6 was made on March 19, 1951 for $102.16 and — 
T recall that we made that payment, and I have in my possession 
our check No. 9636 dated March 19, 1941, payable to Northeast 
Finance Company in the amount of $102.16, and it is signed by me 
and it is endorsed by the Northeast Finance Company. I recall 
distinctly that at the time we issued this sheck on March 19, 
1951, that we had_in our possession the 1950 ford truck which 

we obtained from[___} In view of this, it is my recollestion 
that the above mentioned date of March 26, 1951 appearing on the 
ledger is wrong, and that it should have been February 26, 1951. 
The reason for this is if we would have haud[ 11950 Ford 
truck in March, 1951 we would have rented that truck to the 
Mayflower Distributing Company on Maroh <6, 1951 and not ow 
Dodge. As a result of the above it appears that on vebruary 2%, 
1951 we did not have [_]t ruck in our possession. 


vo the best of my recollection, this man from 
Mayflower Distributing Company had some amall dispute with us 
over the amount to be paid and if I recall it, he stated that | 
they had blown out a tire in connection with the trip they had | 
taken with the Dodge truck, and aa a result of that there was 4. 


dispute us to the amount to be paid. As long as the ledger sheet | 


reflects that the Mays Lower Distributing Company paid §75.05 on. 
or about April 12, 1951, I feel certain that we did not 61212 then 
for the rental of this truck until April 1, 1951. If they had 
been billed on March 1, 1951, there is the possibility they may 
have paid the $75,05 in March. Furthermore, if the correct date 


is February 26, 1951 that means they would have returned the truck | 
to us on Mareh 1, 1951, as they had it for three days, and if that. 


happened we would not have billed them on March 1, 1951, and would 
have waited until April 1, 1951, which indicates to me that this 
truck was rented by the Mayflower Distributing Company from us 
on Pebruary 26th instead as is shown in our ledger sheet as. 
 Mareh 26, 1951. As T stated before, the handwriting and fi ures 
appearing on the ledger sheet were made by our 
The numbers "3" and "26" which refer to 3/26 were 


not put there by me and I am not sure they were put there by - 
a at that time, There is a possibility 
at due to the dispute with them relative to the rental that this. 
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date of 3/26 may have been pluced in there sometima later. I slso 
ya 3/26 state thut no one edvised me to enter this in our ledger 
as 3/26. 


The Vanette Ford truck wiich was rented twice in 
January, 1951 beara 1951 Minnesota License Y 109-594 and the Lodge 
ah Pir aaae was rented on the third occasion, bears 1951 license 
y 1L09- ° | | 


I wish to state at this time that the desacription 
of these trucks, mentioned above, as to license, make and color 
is the same now as it was on Janu:ry 1, 1951. The Lodge truck, 
which the Mayflower Distributing Jsompany rented has peinted on 
in large letters on both sides of the van the words "Capital 
Airlines" and "Air Freight." There also is a picture of an aire 
plane and/or bird. On the front of the van is also a round white 
emblem on which appears u« picture of an airplane and/or bird; to- 
gether with the words "Capital Airlines.” Also on the rear of 
the truck, where the two large doors are, there are the words 
"Capital Alr Freirht." 


I have loaned the ledger sheet, the Northeast 
Finance Company sook, the check No. 9636 and the two duplicate 


benk deposit slips to Agents and [_____pne they have been ee 
returned to me in the same conaition they were Loaned. 
I have read this and the other 81x pages and 


to the best of my knowledge and recollection I find it to be 
true and correct and TIT have simed the same of my own free will. 


Witnesses: 


ad 


“SS AOS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA MP LS Sy FILE No. . 71-161 
REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
. WHICH MADE 
ea ee EB TS 
met was, et al CINTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 


GAMBLING DEVICES 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: AL GARDNER, alleged shipping clerk, Mayflower Distributing 
Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, believed to be identical 
with ALBERT GARDNER, FBI 233270, whose record and background 
data is set forth. Confidential informant[___]furnished 
description of premises at 2213 University Avenue and 
data regarding machines he saw there. 
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P 
S2Aalts: AL GARNDER WHO POSSIBLY M4Y BE ALBERT GARDNER 


The Omaha office furnished information relative to an 
individual named AL GARDNER believed to be a shipping clerk 
, at the Mayflower Distributing Company and Paster Distributing 
Jac fh Company, 2218 University avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


fio > _ The 1950-51 St. Paul City Directory does not list anyone 
i> named AL GARDNER, but there is listed an ALBERT H. (GOLDIB) 
| ‘t“ - GARDNER as being a shipping clerk at the Mayflower Distri- 
buting Company and ‘as living at 208 East 13th Street, 


The July, 1951, St. Paul Street Address Telephone Directory , 
lists Mrs. GARDNER as living at 208-13th Street, apartment b6 


ll, and as having telephone CE. 7220. There is also listed “4. JOTC 
eT having telepnone 


COPrTES DESTROY £t the Minnesota Drivers License Division, 1279 University _ 


85 AyG VR enue, St. Paul, Minnesota, there is on file an application 
na 1? ig BEted August 16, 1948, for the following individual: 
| A TORWARD§ ay. i a) Sn “ pre anor DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


Con Re |Z Le TIN 3/29 155 | REEDS oppo SY 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT INDEXED - Bl 
tye i | : 


73} Bureau (71-3129) 
US4, St. Paul 

3 Omaha (71-206) (2 USA) 

3 Chicago (71-51h) 

3 Springfield (71 100) 


UW. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 18—37952-1 


3 Minneapolis 


Name ALBERTXGARDNER 
Residence 208 East 13th Street, 
| St. Paul, Minnesota 
Business Address 2218 University Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
Age Born July 7s 1902 
Hace White 
Hei ght 513M 
Wei geht 155 pounds 
Hair Brown 
yes Brown 
License No. A 272887 
Reported Conduct 10-1-1):9-931550~62 
St. Paul-§50 


There is also on file an application dated August 2, 1951, for the 
foliowing person: 


Name COLDIE KéMINSKYX GARDNER 
Residence 208 East 13th Street, 
ot. Paul, Minnesota 
Business Address 136 Wabasha Street, 
_  §$t. Paul, Minnesota-- 
Universal Studios 


Age Born August 10, 1906 

Race White 

Height 513n 

Weight 125 pounds 

Hair Brown 

Byes Brown 

Occupation Housewife and part-time 
work | 

License No. 5-153632 


At the Identification Division, St. Paul Police Department agent was advised 
that they had no record for anyone by the name of GOLDIE GARDNER, but they 
have the following record for an ALBERT GARDNER who registered on March 7, 
1936, under the Pelony Registration act. 


Name ALBERT GaRDNER 

Residence 200 East Indiana, 
oo St. Paul, Minnesota 

Age 33 (in 1936) 

Hei ght . Ste" 
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Weight 155 pounds 

Byes Olive 

Hair Black, bald 

Complexion Dark florid 

Ruild 6 Medium stocky 

Chin Ball ; 

Teeth Good 

Nativity Russia 

Occupation WPA 

Scars and Marks Oval scar at center 
of chest 

Marital Status Married 

Felony No. St. Paul Police Department 
Felony Registration No. 
F-176 

Admitted Criminal Arrested l|-2-30, St. Paul, 

Record Minnesota, keeping liquor, 


convicted h-7-30, Leavenworth 

1 year 1 day, discharged 1-25-31 
The files also contained the following identification record for this 
individual as of May 17, 1937, and it is FBI No. 283270: 


CONTRIBUTOR OF ARRESTED OR 
FUTNGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER REC ELV ED CHARGE . DISPOSITION 
USM, St. Paul, ALBERT GARDNER 11+3-29 vio NP 1 year 1 day 
Minn. _ff-~ Act 
USP, Leavenworth, ALBERT GARDNER h-13-30 Prohibi- 1 year 1 day 
Kansas #36079 tion Act 

(consp. ) 
PD, St. Paul, ALBERT GARDNER 3— 7-36 Felony 
Minn. #F~178 Registration 

(print rec. 

5-15-37) 


His file also contained an old photograph of ALBERT GARDNER, No. 36079, 
as well as a photograph taken March 7, 1936, and a copy of the latter 
photograph was obtained and was forwarded to the Omaha office by letter 
dated October 2, 1951. 


The Bureau was requested by teletype dated October 2, 1951, to furnish 

the Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, and Springfield offices with the complete 
identification record, including ten copies of the latest photograph, of 
ALBERT GARDNER, - 
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In the closed case entitled "ALBERT GARDNER, Restoration of Civil Rights!" 
there is on file a letter dated August 1), 1935, sent by GEORGE F. SULLIVAN, 
United States Attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota, entitled "ALBERT GARDNER" and 
which is as follows: 


"He makes an application for pardon torestore civil rights, 
and his application has been sent to this office with the 
request that you have the record and conduct of the applicant 
Since his release from prison thoroughly investigated in 
accordance with paragraph 20 of the Pardon ules. 


NHe states that he lives at 200 Hast Indiana, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, and that he was sentenced on April 7, 1930, 
to serve one year and one day at Leavenworth on his plea 
of guilty to an indictment charging him and others with 
conspiracy on October 25, 1929, to violate the National 
Prohibition Act, and that he commenced his sentence on 
april 7, 1930, and was discharged on January 25, 1931. 


We states that he is twenty-eight years of age and that 
he has no prior or subsequent criminal record; that he 
has two children, aged nine and five; that he is employed 
by the FERA as a laborer and has been so employed since 
December, 1934; that he was in business at 276 Jackson 
Street in Saint Paul, running a restaurant, subsequent to 
his release from the penitentiary. 


"Although he states that he has had no vrior conviction, 

we find from our file No. 91lh, Third Division, that 
Albert Gardner, who then lived at 815 Marshall Avenue, 
Saint Paul, was charged on an information with transport-~ 
ing one hundred gallons of moonshine whiskey on the 
streets of Saint Paul on August 26, 1928. He pleaded 
suilty to that charge on October 6, 1926 and was sentenced 
to pay a fine of £250.00, which was paid. 


"In the case which he mentions in his petition herein, he 
was sentenced to one year and one day at Leavenworth; he 
was indicted on a conspiracy count. In that case the 
officers seized one 350-gallon and one 100-gallon still, 
complete in every respect and fully set up, 3000 gallons 
of mash, 175 gallons of moonshine whiskey, certain automo- 
biles and other equipment, and the defendant at that time 
lived at the same address in Saint Paul, to-wit, 815 
Marshail avenue." 
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That same file also contains a copy of a closing report of Special Agent 

St. Paul, Minnesota, dated November 1, 1935, entitled “ALBERT 
GARDNER, Restoration of Civil Nights" which report is set forth verbatim 
in order that all background data concerning this individual will be in 
the possession of all interested offices. 


On august 22, 1935, the St. Paul Bureau Office was in receipt of a letter 
from Mr. J&MES H. GIBLIN, assistant United States attorney, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, concerning an application for the restoration of civil rights 
by one ALBERT G&RDNER. The letter referred to, which is in the St. Paul 
file, disclosed that GARDNER was sentenced to serve one year and one day 
at the Leavenworth Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, for violating the 
Volstead Act at St. Paul, Minnesota, and that subsequent to his release 
from the penal institution he filed an application with the United States 
Attorney at St. Paul on August 9, 1935, requesting restoration of his 
Civil rights, 


The records of the office of the United States Attorney at St. Paul, 


Minnesota, as produced by[ reflect the following information: 


On April 7, 1930, ALBERT GARDNER, white, married, the father of two 


children, then residing at 815 Marshall Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, entered 
a plea of guilty in the United States District Court at St. Paul, Minnesota, 


for violating the Volstead Act, to wit: bsing a party to a conspiracy 

to violate the National Prohibition Act by having in his possession one 
250 gallon still, one 100 gallon still, fully equipped, 3000 gallons mash, 
175 gallons of moonshine whiskey, and certain automobiles and other equip- 
ment to use in the furtherance of illicit liguor traffic. GARDNER was 
sentenced on April 7, 1930, in the United States District Court, St. Paul, 
to serve one year and one day in the Leavenworth Penitentiary at Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and his sentence expired January 25, 1931, after he had 
served his full time. 


The records further reflect that on August 9, 1935, GARDNER filed an 
application for the restoration of his civil rights with the United States 
Attorney at St. Paul, Minnesota, setting out the above information 
concerning Nis criminal record, subsequent release from the penitentiary 
after serving full time, and also a list of references who could vouch 

for his activities since his release from prison. 


The records further reflect that GARDNER was arrested on August 26, 1928, 
at St. Paul, Minnesota, on an information charging him with transporting 


5. 
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100 gallons of moonshine whiskey through the streets of St. Paul, and 
that he pleaded guilty to this charge and was sentenced to pay a fine of 
#250, which was paid by him. 


The records finally reflect that he was in the restaurant business in 
St. Paul at 376 Jackson Street subsequent to his release from prison 
and that since that time he has been employed by the F.8.R.A. as a 
laborer at St. Paul, now residing at 200 Hast Indiana Avenue. 


ROP RRENCES AND ACQUAINTATNCES 


ali executed affidavits 


on 4ugust 9, 1935, to the effect that they have known him to be a reputable 
citizen, a good husband and family provider, and a person who, despite his 
previous unlawful activities, has endeavored to rehabilitate himself and 
secure his lost place in society since his release from the penitentiary. 


The above named references were interviewed by agent relative to their 
knowledge of the activities of GARDNER subsequent to his release from 
prison at Leavenworth, Kansas, and they corroborated their statements 
mentioned above, which statements they had filed in their affidavits 
concerning their association with GARDNER. 


NEI GEBORHOCD INV&STI GaTION 


both of whom are next door neighbors to GARDNER 
advised agent that they have known the subject for about 14 years and that 
during that time they have not seen or heard anythine derogatory to the 
good reputation that both Mr. and Mrs. GARDNER bear in the neighborhood. 
Both women stated that GARDNER is a very fine neighbor and that he has 
never been in any trouble in St. Paul as far as their personal knowledge 
is concerned. 


friend 
of GARDNER, advised agent that GARDNER has been a constant customer of his 
for about 6 years and that he only knows GARDNER as a leader in the community. 


All of the above neighborhood acquaintances did not reveal any information 
concerning the prison record of GARDNER, and it was deemed advisable by 
agent not to disclose this information to them since they had not solicited 
it. 


b6 
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NORK RECORD 


The records of the F.B.R.A. which are now maintained by the offices of the 
W.P.A. organization located in the city hall, St. Paul, Minnesota, as 
produced by —“(‘CS*C‘*@rS Superintendent of Payrolls of the W.P.Ae, 
reflect that GARDNER was taken on the relief rolls December 1h, 193h, under | 
the F.E.R.4. and that he was classed as a laborer and that this job expired 
June 23, 1935, when the F.E.R.A. was taken over by the W.sP.A.; that on 
September 10, 1935, GARDNER was placed on the rolls of the W.P.A. as a 
laborer at Como Park, St. Paul, Minnesota, and has earned $82.22 since that 
time; that he was being paid 55¢ per hour for his labor. [also 
advised agent that the work record of GARDNER does not contain 2 personal 
history or conduct record of himself, but it does reflect that his work 

has been entirely satisfactory. 


It will be noticed inthe application filed by GARDNER that he was in the 
restaurant business at 376 Jackson Street, St. Paul, Minnesota. Inquiry 
at this address and also at 276 Jackson Street, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
reflect that the former address of 376 Jackson Street is now vacant and 
that 276 is the terminal station offices. 
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POLICE RECORD 


The records of the identification unit of the St. Paul Police Department 
did not reflect any criminal or police record of subject. 


ALBERT GARDNER was interviewed at his home at 200 Hast Indiana Avenue by 
agent and executed the following signed statement: 

"October 28, 1935 

St. Paul, Minn. 


NT, Albert Gardner, make the following signed statement 
to[__] Special Agent, U. S. Dept. of Justice, 
of my own free will. 


"T am 33 years old, and was born July 29, 1902, at Russia 
in a small town. I came to the United States in 1912 

when I was ten ycers old. I have a grade school education, 
having attended school at St. Paul, Minnesota. I ama 
pressman by trade but I have not worked at my trade for 
about Six years. 


"T became involved with the law when I began manufacturing 
liquor in 1929 and as a result I was arrested for violating 


-—{- 


the Volstead act and was sentenced April {%, 1930, to serve 
oné year and one day in Leavenworth Penitentiary. I 
served my full time and was released Jan. 29, 1931. Since 
that time I have not dealt in any liquor business and had 
not been arrested at all Since that time. 


"Since my release from Leavenworth, I have engaged in the 
restaurant business for 1 and $ years in St. Paul, being 
located in Jackson St. I have been on the relief since 
that time, and am at present employed by the W.P.a. as 
a laborer at Como Park, 5t. Paul. 


"T applied for the Restoration of my Civil sights with the 
U. S. Attorney at St. Paul, Minn., on Aug. 9, 1935. 


"JT have read the above statement and it is true just as 
I have stated it. 


" ALBERT GARDNER 


Witnessed: 
Special agent, 
Wederal Bureau of Investigation, 
J. 5S. Department of Justice, 
232 Uptown Sta. and Fed. Crts. Blidg., 
St. Paul, Minn." 


Confidential informant[_] of unknown reliability, advised in 1932 that 
an individual named AL GARDNER of St. Paul, Minnesota, was a Communist 
SUSPECT. 


Confidential informant of unknown reliability, advised in 19h0 that 
an individual named AL/GsRDNER was an important rank and file member of 
the American Defence Guard and Socialist workers Party, and he works as a 
truck driver. 


It is not. known whether these two individuals actually are identical with 
ALBERT HX GARDNER. 


TRUCK 
In an effort to identify the truck described by the Omaha office, the 
writer and Special Agent on October 2, 1951, cruised 


around in the vicinity of the Midway district of St. Paul in an effort to 
possibly locate such a truck, but such effort was unproductive. 


_8- 
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The Minneapolis 1950 Telephone Directory lists the Capital airlines, 
reservations and information, as being located at the Wold Chamberlain 
Airport, DU. 9388, and under the above is alSo listed "Air Freight Service 
Minneapolis-St. Paul" at the International Airport, telephone PA. 8146, 
and the city ticket office is located at seventh and Marquette, AT. 1611. 


Investigation will be made at the airports in an effort to possibly 
identify the truck described by the Omaha office. 


At the Minneapolis Drive Yourself, 715 Second Avenue Southy[ b6 
advised agents that they did not have any truck answering the description BIC 


of the one being sought. 


MACHINES OBSERVED aaverower DISTRIBUTING CO. 
. as b2 
Confidential informant[ | of known reliability, related that while at the b7D 
Mayflower Distributing Company at St. Paul, Minnesota, he observed the 
principal building of this concern to consist of a basement and three other 
floors. Informant advised that in the top or third floor of this building 
he observed approximately 300 slot machines, commonly known as one armed 
bandits. He advised that these machines, along with about 75 to 100 flat 
tops or consoles, were stored in a part of the third floor, entrance to 
which was gained through an iron door. 


Informant said further that throughout the basement and all three floors 
were scattered several hundred pinball machines in addition to many other 
types of coin operated machines such as juke boxes and other amusement 
devices. 


Informand advised that he was aware of the fact that the Mayflower 
Distributing Company and the Paster Distributing Company were two separate 
and distinct concerns but that both were operated by the same individuals. 
He advised that he did not know just what phase of the business the respec- 
tive concerns did. 


Informant advised further that he was never in the building located across 
the street from the main building. He said, however, that he definitely 
recalls that this building had been condemned. Informant said that Mr. 
PAST#R called some individual, who he thought was located in the City Hall, 
concerning the condemnation of the building. Informant said that the 
following morning an individual, whom he assumed to be the person called 
by Mr. PASTER the day before, arrived at PASTER'S office and received 

from Mr. PASTER an envelope, which he felt quite sure contained money to 
"take care of the situation." 
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Informant said further that it is his opinion that the building located 
across the street from the main building had been sold by PASTER to some 
Duluth concern. 


PENDING 
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LEADS 
THE CHICAGO OFFICE 
At Chicago, Illinois 


Will furnish the Minneapolis office with copies of reports reflecting 
results of investigation as requested in Omaha letter to Bureau dated 
September 29, 1951, relative to obtaining full data and description of 
Slot machines from records of Mills Company. 


THE KANS&S CITY OFFICE 


eo A tS 6S mr rr PA, a 


&4t Leavenworth, Kansas 


At the Leavenworth Penitentiary will review their record for ALBERT GARDNER, 
No. 36079, and obtain any additional information or background data which 
may appear in their files. Designate copies of the report for Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Omaha, and Springfield. 


THE SPRINGFIELD OFFICE 
At Springfield, Illinois 


Furnish the Minneapolis office with copies of the report reflecting results 
of investigation which is requested in Omaha letter to the Bureau dated 
September 29, 1951, relative to checking records at Hallgren Music Company. 


THE OMAHA OFFICE 
At Omaha, Nebraska 


Will exhibit to appropriate witnesses photograph of ALBERT GARDNER, St. 

Paul, Minnesota, Police Department No. F+178 (FBI No. 283270) to determine 
whether that individual is identical with the AL GARDNER previously referred 
bo. . 


The Washington Field office was requested by teletype dated October 3, 1951, 
to obtain from the Attorney General a list and description of all machines 
filed by the Mayflower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, and to 
forward copies of their report to the Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, and 


Springfield offices. Upon receipt of such list of machines give consideration 


to comparing their description and numbers with other machines which are 
presently being checked on by the various offices. 


—-iLi- 
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THS MINNSAPOLIS OFFICE 


At Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Upon receipt from the Identification Division of the Bureau of the complete 


identification record of ALBERT GARDNER, FBI 283270, will include in a 


subsequent report any additional data which does not appear in this report. 


At the International Airport conduct appropriate investigation regarding 
the "Air Freight Service Minneapolis-St. Paul" to determine if their 
trucks are similar to the one described by the Omaha office. 


INFORMANTS 


Minneapolis file 100-0-2829 and 2830 which contains a 
Chicago letter to Bureau dated July 25, 192, entitled 
"List of Suspects Furnished by Ninth Naval District Head~ 
quarters, Chicago." 


Minneapolis file 100-1878-1l1h, page 7h, which is 
voluminous report wherein reference is made to a 


as is described in this report. 


| tort Dakota, whose nans 
must be kept in confidence and who i 


s referred to in 
in Minneapolis letter to Bureau date 
who was interviewed by Special Agent 


left the United States on September 9, 1951, to take employ~ 
ment with the North atlantic Constructors somewhere in the 
Worth stlantic, and he will return to Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, on or about December 7, 1951. 


Ht x HX 
REFERENCE: Omaha memo to Bureau dated September 29, 1951. 
Omaha teletype to Minneapolis dated October 1, 1951. 


Minneapolis teletype to Bureau dated October 2, 1951. 
Minneapolis letter to Omaha dated October 2, 1951, 
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